THE: 


1STORY| 


Ofthe Lixx of the Sublime and 
Wluminated Divine, 


Dr. Joh. Thauler,} 4 


Who at Col;n (,where he lived ) was ingn Ex- 
 traordinary n "Miraculous manner turacd from 
. his vain Converſation, to an Extraordinary Pes- - 
pree of SanCtity and Holinels of Life. 


Together with many Precepts, Poſitions,and - 


_ Sermoiis of his, bur chiefly the Means ard Occa-. "£ 
ſion, how he came to be ſo highly Illumicated, and - 
attained ſo perfect a Lif which ( Divine Grace al-"R 
hſting)proved ſo cull in propagating_the {acred | f. 
Mylteries of che GStpel ; and the Divine Sced of, 
the Word by. hi a ſown bro ht forth fo plentiful - 
... a Harveſt, ch ot undeſerve ly he is efteemede- 3 
> qualevyen to the chiefelt Fathets of the.Church. 
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THE - 


TRANSLATOR 


10 TH-E 
CAIHOLICK PROTESTANT, 
| AND 


PAPAL  KEADER. 


Catholick Chriſtian, 


ann Need not d:fixe of you, 
FI, not to be offended at the 
Popggy 1 this Book ( as 
I my ſelf were ) becauſs 

9 being Catholick, you 
have recerved the Vnttion that teacheth 
you all thmgs. And you know what 1 


the Babcl or Confuſion of Articles of 
Faith, Rights, Religious C uſtoms, In- 
itutions and Ceremonzes, hath been ſrom 
the Spirit of Chriſt, and now uſ-d ( or 
Ky rather 
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rather abuſed) by the Spirit of Antt- 
chriſt 5 as likew!ſ what hath been ſolely 
fromthe ſpirit of Antichriſt, and never 
made uſe of by the Spirit of Chriſt. 

Proteſtant Chriſtian Reader, be not 
offended ( as I were ) {eſt you loſe the pr 
fit of this Treatilc, jo [ had like to ple 
done 5 you will meet with much Popery, 
and more Chriſtianity, you may ( for all 
me , condenin the former , ſo you doit 
knowing! y 3 but prizeth Fs , for tt 5 
m this little Treatiſe as Savoury, as 
Frarrant , and as well Seaſoned with 
Salt, as almoſt in any Treatiſe whtc/) 
hath been / mnce the A 'poſtles time. 

For the opery 7m this 1 reatiſe,there 


want not thoſe thatefay, that the mo /t offs 


et is ſþurious,and father d upon this high - 
{ly rluminated Perſon, that under bis 
Name it may have the better reputetton. 
Martin Luther ( the great and valt- 
ant Wiintſs acainſt Pop'! in Iyranny 
and SUPCY Oe ) 2106s this Author the 
i tile of a i 'ropher , cali: 1.7 him Homo 
Le!, The fans! Cod, 4 £21 cur d*2jout 


ay 
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to the Reader. 
Martyrologiſt, Mr. |. Fox, reckons bim 
among thoſe, who( to uſe his own words.) 


ſtood mn open defence of Truth againſt the 


f diſordered Church of Rome. 

. Popiſh Chriſtian Reader, 4 no: 

4 boaſt that this greatly illuminated 'Theo- 

: logift, was a Joni of your Church , the 
People of God may be Captives in Baby- 

|; lon; and your Church with its enumerable 


Dofrines, Rights and Ceremonies, 1s no 
vetter rf it be voyd of the Spirit of Chriſt. 
Whatever DoBhins, Reghts and Inftitu- 
tions, the Spirit of Chrift hath brought 
| forthin the World, the ſame Spirit can 
| only teach the profitable uſe of them; he 
| that prattiſeth them without the guidance 
| and illumination of that Spirit, prattt- 
| oO ſeth nothing but Bbatily Exerciſe & Will 
 Tworfhip, which profiteth not. This holy 
Author exhorts you not to exerciſe your 
ſelves according to your own will in 11- 

' gorous Faſlings, Penances, Proceſſuons, 

| Prulgrimages, andthe like, but to refign 
| your ſelves to the guidance and direttion 
of the Holy Spirit of Chriſt, which ſhall 
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exerciſe you infinitely more profitably } tea 
than if you ſhould enjoyn your ſelves in || Iy 
your own IVill and Reſolution,all the Ri= | 11) 
gours and Hardſhips , even of all the R 
Saints. But you will ſay, holy Church t0 
enjoyns us ſuch and ſuch Rights. That te 
Church 7hat labours not mainly and 71 
chefly, that Children may be born unto | 
God, of Water and of the Spirit 5 and af- 1 
terwards mnſtrutts ſuch new born Chil=> \ 1 
dren in the exerciſe of this their new Lifes | 
mnſtruting them in Rights conducing | 
thereto 3 doth no better than thoſe, that 
ſhould take nut Children, but Apes to in- 
ſtrutt in humane Arts and Sciences. He 
that cometh not to know the inward Croſs | 
and how te ſubmit tort, and takeit ub 
aayly , and thereby grow in the know- 
ledge of the Myſteries of it 3 in vain doth 
he bow to an outward Croſs of Wood or 
Stone, creep unto it,kifs 1t, ſay bis Pray- 
ers before it, or bear 1t upon his back. If 
theſe things be any thing , it 1s becauſe 
they are Figurattve and Significative of 
the Myſtery of the inward Croſs : if they 


teach 3 
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Y |} teachnot,nor expreſs that,they are meer- 
N | ly Bodily Labour and Will-IVorſhip. The 
= | the maybe ſaid of moſt of the Romiſh 
e Reghts and Inſtitutions , \but it would be 
too tedious to uſe many Inſtances, But 
to conclude, if we aid all learn to fink 
into that profound Flumility, Self-dent- 
al, and Self-Inamtion , which 2x every 
where taught in this Treatiſe, we might 
thereby even in enumerable things be ad- 
| wantaged; whereof two or three I will 
| reckon and conclude, 
Firſt, 1Ve may hereby come to be Dt- 
winely touched from above, and illum- 
nated by the Spirit of God , ſo as ta be 
| able to ſee clearly what were the Do- 
 . &rins, Rights, Inſtitutions, and Cere- 
monzes, which the ſaid Spirit taught the 
Primitzve Church , before the removal 
of the Candleſtichs 5 or hath ſmce taught 
his Church in the Wilderneſs : and con- 

* trariwiſe what hath been brought in by 
the ſpirit of Error, Confuſton,and of An- 
tchriſt. 
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And Secondly, We might fee that 
ſpirit of IVrath, Fury, Fs, hloody Diſ- 
cord, about Dottrimes, Rights and Cere- 
montes, which hath a long while raged in 
the Chriſtian World, be clearly Fr Bana 
ed, hated, and baniſhed. 

And Laſtly, We might begin to diſ- 
cern the new Jeruſalem make preparat- 
on to deſcend from Heaven 5 which will 
put a Perigd to all the Mifertes and Suf- - 

ferings of God's faithful Ones, and begin 
their evorlaſting day of Happineſs, foy, 
and Peace: IWhich the Lord in great 
Compaſſion haſten. | 


Farewel heartily. | 
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Py Ofthe Life of the ſublime and illumi- 


4 | nated Divine, Dr. John Thauler, 
5 who at Col:n (where he lived) was 
| in an Extraordinary and Miracu- 


lous manner turned from his vain 
| Converſation to an Extraordinary 
degree of SanCtity , and Holineſs 
ot Life. 


% 


FS IN the year of our Lord, One 
WF thouſand three hundred fort 


a 


© £) fix , there lived a Doctor of 
RARE Divinity in Coliz in Germany, 
a frequent Preacher exceeding- 

ly followed , and famous for his DoArine 
far ard near, A certain Layman aboun- 
dantiy endowed and anointed with Divice 
CIrace, hearing his fame, and being thrice 
warned ina Dream to 20 to the City where 
the Doctor I:yed, ( winch was 2t the leaſt 
thirty 


Inna 
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thirty mile diſtance from the place , where 
then the Layman was) reſolyed with himſelf 
to Fravel thither , and try what it would 
pleaſe Divine grace to bring to paſs; then he 
takes his journey, arrives at the City where 
the DoRtor lived ; atcentively heard him fiye 
times Preach; In which while he under. 
ſtood in the Spirit, that the DoQor was by 
nature an ingenuous Man, of a mild, ſweet, 
and courteous behaviour , and excellently 
well skilled in the Letter of the Scripture ; 
but obſcurely and glimeringly underſtanding 
it, beins without the Light of Divine 
orace, The Layman exceedingly hereupon 
pittyiag his condition , went to him , and 
thus entered into dilcourſe with him. Re- 
verend Sir, I am come aboye thirty miles to 
ſic at your feet, and hear your Do&crine, 
drawn by the fame of your excellent abili- 
ties, and already have I heard five of your 
Sermons; Therefore I beſeech you for Gods 
lake youchlafe while I ſlay here, to be my 
Confeſſor. The courteous Dr. refuſing not 


4 a - 


the motion ; The Layman oft came to con+> 


teſſion , which he performed with much 
implicity and humilicy : and when ever he 
thought fit to receive the moſt ſacred Body 
of our Lord, he received it at the DoRors 


hands, Twelve weeks in th's manger be:ng 
ſpent, 


i 
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of Doftor John Thauler. 
ſpent, the Layman came to the DoRor with 
a requeſt, which he thus uttered : Reverend 
Maſter, I beſeech you for Gods fake teach 
us in a Sermon the moft compendious way 
of attaining the highelt degree of perfeRion, 
that this Life is capable ot. What dolt thou 
mean Son (quoth the Doctor) to what par- 
pole would it be to Preach ſuch ſublime 
matters to you, who ( I ſuppoſe ) would 
hardly be able to underſtand one word ? 
Though poſſibly (anſwered the Layman) I 
may not ( Reverend Sir) be able tounder- 
ſtand you, yet at leaſt I ſhall breath and 
pant after , and with hearty and frequent 
Prayers defire thoſe things you ſhall deliver, 
z(1de, a great multitude of people come to- 
gether to hear you ; now if but one of theſe 
ſhall rightly underſtand what you ſhall ſay, 
your _— will rot be loſt. 1 but (ſaid the 


| Doctor) if I ſhould be put upon that you 


defire. ( good Son) it would colt me firſt 
much pains and ſtudy, and a great deal of 
labonr.to cather what would be requiſre to _ 
the buſinels, and to digelt it into fir method. 

Burt whatever excuſes the DoRor made, the 


* TIayman would not give over his entxeaty 


DO 


till the DoRor paſled his word , chart 
he would Preach tuch a Sermoa as he de- 
fired, Ir fell our ſhortly after that the Dr. 
Preach'd 
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Preach'd in a certain Monaltry ; And Ser- 
mon being ended ; he told the Congrega- 
t10n, that thofe whom other buſineſs hindred 


not, might reſort thither upon the third day . 
following ; for I am defired (quoth he) to 


Preach a Sermon, in which I mult ſhew, by 
what means one may moſt compendiouſly 
come to the hjghelt degree of perfeQtion at- 
rainable in this Life. The third day being 
come, very many flocked to the place ; a- 
mong the relt, berimes in the morning th1- 
ther haſtens the Layman, that he might ge: 
a convenient place where he might the þet- 
rer hear, and underſtaud the DoRtor. The 
DoRor comes as he had appointed, and be- 
oins this following Diſcoutſe. 


In this following moſt excellent Diſ- 


courſe, there are laid down four and 


twenty pornts,by which may be knows 
who are truly uluminated men, and 
true contemplaters. 


O great & many things (deatly beloved) 


are to be handled at this time touchse - 


10g the Argument, I lately promiſed to dil- 
courſe upon , that according to my conſtant 
cultome, I cannot take the Goſpel of the day 


ior my Text, nor ule mary Latine words. 


Bu: 
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But notwithſtanding thoſe matters that I 
ſhall bandle, ſhall be tuch as may be eafily 
confirmed our of Scripture. 

In the firſt place (beloved) I would not 
have you ignorant, how there are yery many 
to be found , who attain to a clear know- 
ledge, underſtanding, and a rational decern- 
ing in Heayenly matters ; but itis altogether 
by Images and Forms in their fancy;impreſ- 
ſed there ſometimes by the ſtudy of Scri 
ture , ſometimes without it, Many of theſe 
when this ſpeculative Light of their own in- 
relle& by the aforeſaid means; either by the 
ſtudy of Scripture,or fome way elſe begins to 
ſhine, they fic down in it, abundantly fatis- 
fied ; bur all ſuch (quettionleſs ) are far 
enough from the top and higheſt degree of 
perfection : but if any one ſuch could be 
found, who had pierced and paſſed through 
the fore- mentioned attainment , and were 
torally agd centrally mortityed to it, and 
who had got above all forts of Images and 
Forms.in the fancy ; Such a one would inft- 
nitely be more dear and acceptable ro God, 
chen an hundred thouſand of che other fort 
of men, who live in their own habitual in 
ſtitutions , and modes, taken up. by chem- 
ſelves , out of felf-will , and infenfible and 
inteleual Images , ſo torally caken vp with 
: them, 
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them, that they take no care to deny and' } 


mortifie themſelves, For indeed God is al- 


together hinder'd from entering into and | 


polleſſing ſuch , by reaſon of their ſelf will, 
and their own proper Working in their own 
[trength, by which they are detained in their 
own dearly beloved, and delighted in intel- 
leftual imaginations. But thoſe that have 
paſſed through ſuch , and by a kind of dy- 
ing have reſigned up themſelyes to God and 
haye gone out of all manner of imaginary 
comtemp!ations , and finally with humble 
refignation, have offer'd and given up them- 
- ſelves, free and naked, above all intelleQual 
imaginations, (as St,Dtroniſins ſaith, that the 
Light of Faich requires , that a man ſhould 
mount aboye the utmoſt power and capaci- 
ty of reaſon , orintelle& : ) ſuch (I fay) as 
have come to this tare, in them God finds a 
reſting place, where he may dwell and work 
all their works in them ; when, where, and 
in what manner he pleaſeth : For when as 
God ſeeth in them no impediment, he works 


in them his own work , and doth a& and 
lead them to himſelf, and in himſelf, Such 


men as theſe are unknown to any ; becauſe 


chere lives and converſations are hidden to! | 
all; unleſs thoſe that are of the ſame Attain- | 


ment, Stare, or CompleAtion,of which I fear 


there - 
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there are very few, But to this heighth and 

feion of Life, no man can attain, but by 
the profoundeſt and deepeſt humilicy, a per- 
ſpicuous and pure intelleR, and a clear and 
illuminated reaſon, Although indeed (which 
cannot be denyed ) once many intelligent 
Spicits which by Nature are nothing elſe 
but pure intelligences, fowlly erred, and fell 
from that eternal Unity, and were alſo for- 
ever ſecluded out of the Chorus of Angels ; 


the ſame thing likewiſe happens every day . 


to ſuch which look upon themſelves with 
ſelf-pleaſing flattery , and by uſurping ſelt- 
will; and a vain complacency in their own 
ſubrilty , make themſelves like thoſe fallen 
Angels. Wherefore (beloved) it concerns 
us to know , and to be able to diſtinguiſh, 
who ate truly illuminated and wiſe Contem- 
plators. Truely I have found ſo far as may 
be gathered from Scripture ; four and rwen- 
Particwars which a truly illuminatedMan 
ought to have in him : Which Particulars I 
ſhall willingly deliver at this time, and fo 
conclude, 
- The Firſt Particular, even the chief No- 
or of DoRors, and Teacher of all true 
Wildom and Knowledge ; Chriſt Jeſus 


our Lord mentions, wherc he ſaith, By this Jobn 13+ 


ſhall a'! men know hit you are my Diſciples, 
B 6. 
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if you love one the other, and ſhall keep that 
my Commandement , which I commanded 
John 1 5+ you,that you love one another even as I have 
loved you ; as it he ſhould have ſaid ; al- 
though ye have all knowledge, and «kill, all 
Miſtery ; it there be wanting Fidelity, and 
Charity, ir profiteth nothing, For ir is ſaid 
of Balaams, that he was endowed with ſo 
piercing and ſubtile a wir, and reaſon, that 
he forelaw thoſe chings which God many 
hundred years afterward brought to pals, 
and manifeſted : but this profited him no- 
thing, becauſe as he ought he did not faith- 
fully in love adhere to the truth known 
Thus much ſhall fuffice for tne fult poinr. 

The Second Point is this ; namely, T hat 
he be free from, and totally delivered from 
ſelf; which notwithſtanding will never ſeem 
ſo to him , but rather he will always think 
that he ought yet more and more tO be di- 
yclted of ſ{elf,and to renounce all things. 
2 The Third thing 1s, That he be deeply and 
thoroughly refign'd ro God, in ſo much that 
God may not find in him the leaſt impedt- 
ment ; bur that he may work freely all his 
works in him, which perfection be will not 
raſhly aſcribe tro himſelf, but will think 
himlelf of all men fartheſt off from it: 
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The Fourth followeth, That he do rotally 


0 out of, and deny himſelf and all things 
elſe, in which he hath heretofore inordi- 
nately loyed , fought or intended himſelf, 
whether . they have been things Temporal 
or things Eternal, 

Fifchly , That he ſeek not his own or 
himſelf in any meaſure ; eicher in himſelf, or 
any Creature. 

Sixcly, That he alwayes,and in all places 
diligently attend, and obſerve what God re- 
quires of him, and What he would have 
him to do, and- cheartully (relying upon Di- 
vine Grace) perform it ; and farisfie Divine 
exp&tarion ; but notin the leaſt what ever, 
from thence arrogate to himſelt any thing, 

Seventlhy , That continually without in- 
termiſſion he conform himſelf tro DivineW11I, 
ſo as that he will nothing elle but what Ged 
willeth. 

Eightly , That he would fo {trongly and 

owerfully work and excerciie himſelf ; in 
God, and by and immence force, (trongelt 
bands of love ſo bind and unite himſelfro 
Him , that God may nor as ic were dg any 
ching in himſelf without him , nor he like- 
wiſe perform any thing without God. 

Ninthly , That in all things which (hall 


happen to him, whether they be pleaſant or 
B 2 bi:ccr, 
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bitter , yea in every work, in every perfor- 


mance, in eyety place, at all times, he enjoy 
ſenfibly Divine preſence, 
Tenthly , That he receive nothing at all 


wherher it be orateful or orievous, as from - 


the hands of any Creature ; but all things 
nakedly and fimply as from the hands of 
God, Whatever God ſhall do,or permit to 
be done by Creatures, he receive it no 
otherways then as from. God himſelf, 

The Eleveath point is this, That he never 
ſuffer himſelf ro be in any meaſure over- 
come, or taken with a natural delight or ſa- 
vour of avy Creature , without true and ac» 
countable neceſlicy, 

The Tweltch point is this ; That neither 
he be to much depreſt or overwhelm'd, nor 
immoderatly vexed or inwardly orieved, with 
any whatever adverlity which may happen 
to him from the truth, bur alwayes conltant- 
ly adhere to the. truth, 

The Thirteenth poinc, That he ſuffer not 
himlelf ro be deceived by any falſe Light, 
or by any gliſtering ſhew of any Creatures, 
bur chearfull'y and lovingly leave all things 
as he found them, making the belt of ever 
thing» and contending earceliy tro be made 
:ne bercer by ev2ry thing, ard by nothing to 
Be made wore. 

| The 
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The Fourteenth point, That he be always 


upon his guard, luſficiently provided of, 
and armed with all ſorts of Vertues to 


. reſiſt all Vices whatſoever, that ſo he may 


never be otherways thea Conquerer , an din 
all conflits bear away the Palm of Vi- 
Qory. 

The Fifteenth point, That he nakedly ea- 
dexyour to underſtand and contemplate ((o 
far as God permits , and he beable) truth, 
as it 1Sin it ſelf, and according to it lead his 
Life, and ſtudy to fatisfie and anſwer the 
known truth in every thing, 

The Sixteenth point ,'i hat he be peckeQ, 
juſt and uprighe , and that he eſtezm himſelf 
nothing leſs thap fo. 

The Seventeenth point , That he be ſpa- 
ring in Words , yet full of inward Vigour 
and Life. 

The Eighteenth point , Thar his Life be 
faithfu), retired, humble, which by x good 
Example rather then Words may Preach to 
all, and Speak by doing. t 

The Nineteenth point, That he ſuffer hime 

*: ſelf willingly ro be overcome by all whi:h 
cofitend With him, and that 1n all things 
which belong to himſelf , but ro in things 
which concern God. 
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The Twentieth point , That above all 
things he ſeck che Glory of God, and aime 
at, and intend nothing elſe in all his aCti- 
Ons. 

The Twenty ficſt point, That he rezoyce 
not at all in any Priviledge , which he hath 
1g any thing above others ; but that he al- 
rogether himſelf is unworthy of the leaſt, 

The Twenty ſecond point, That from his 
Heart he believe himſelf to be one of the 
moſt unprofitableſt men in the World ; foo 
nevertheleſs, let there be always found in 
him great Vigour,Faith, Hope and Charity; 


and ler him not atall value h& own Wit- 


dom, nor all his works done by humane 
reaſon. 

The Twenty third point , That in all his 
Words and Works he ſet before him as ina 
Glaſs , the Life and DoErine of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that in chem he contiaually 
contemplate himſelf , and as much as poſh- 
ble, renounce, caſt away, and mortihic all 
whatſoever ſhall be found 1n him, unlike to 
the lovely Image of our Saviour. 


The Twenty fourth and laft point » That * 


afrer all,he now as it were tuſt begin, like a 
liccle Child as yer, to make proficiency in 
true profound deep and perfect humility,and 
think no other ways, than that he js now to 

| | + begin 
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all þ begin to implore Divine benignity, that it 

would find him out a way and aftord afli- 

i= | ance, whereby he may become a good 

man. And if he be eſteemed fo by ſome,or 

ce elſe for that caule he appear vile and baſe in 

th the eyes of men ; even that will be more 

[- orateful and acceptable to him, then if he 

ſhould enjoy the fayour and good-will of 

3 all. 

e Burt I fear wy beloved, leaſt I have been 

t too tedious; Therefore theſe are the ſigns of a 

rational and purged ground , which the 

| Splendour and beautitul Image of all truth 

doth enlighten and teach, Let every one 
therefore Fook Within himſelf, and diligent» 

ly ſearch, whether he find within himſelf 

theſe twenty four Points, which if he do ler 

him rejoyce ; but if he do not, let him know 

that his underſtanding,though never ſo lofty 

and towering , nor all his tubrile and witty 

works of his own reaſon, worth a ruſh ; for 
hethat is the Fountain & Pattern of all truth, 
can perform in him no ſupernatural work, 
unle he do preveat him by his {fingular and 
+ ſpecial grace, as we read he did to St. Paz. 
But this ia my judgment happens very early 
in theſe our times, Finally, ler the Ecernal 
Truth our Lofd God ,orant thac we may all 
be made by his grace , true Contemplators 
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in true and pecfe& humility,to his Praiſe and 
Glory. Amen, 


It follows how the Layman atd in ſecret 
partly diſcover to the DoCtor hs hid- 
aen Santtity, and how he convinced 
him that he was yet tn the night of Ig- 
norance , and that his Veſſel was un- 
clean , and that himſelf was of the 
number of the Phariſces. 


HE fore-written Sermon being en- 

ded , the Layman firaight haſtaing to 
his Inne, there Writes it out word for word 
as It was delivered by the Door, comes 
with his Notes to the Door, and faid thus 
to him ; Reyerend Sir, your Sermon I have 
Writ our fair, and if it be not too troubleſome 
I will repeat it out of my Paper. 

Dotter, Truly Ve very willingly hear it : 
then the Layman read the whole Sermon, 
which being done , he ſpake thus to the 
Door. 


Layman. 1 pray Sir tell me if I have - 


omicted any of your Words, that I may write 
1 
them, 


Dofttor, Believe it dear Son, you have 
exactly taken my Sermon Word for word,as 


v5. 7” W 


of Door John Thauler. 


T Preach'd it; and T'le aſſure you might I 
gain never ſo much I could nor again write 
it ſo exactly and yerbatim as you have 
dofte , unleis I would take again the ſame 
pains which 1 did in the ſearch of Scrip- 
tures; and I profeſs I cannot now ſufficient- 
ly admite your happy wit and parts,and that 
you ſhould fo oft make your confeſſion to 
me, and yet I never perceive till now, Then 
the Layman made as though he would take 
his leave of the Door, and (aid to him, * 

Layman. I entend (Sir) God willing to 
return home. 

Dottor, Away , away , What 1s it that 
ſhould compel you to retarn home, where- 
as you have neither Wife nor Children to 
take care of ; and what hinders, but that, 


fith you have no body at home, you may as 


well live here as there, T'le promiſe you 
ſhortly ( God willing ) I will Preach ano- 
ther Sermon of the utmolt perteQtion of a 
Spiritual Life, 

Layman, Te aſſure you Sir ' came 
not hither for the Sermbns, but that I hoped 
by Gods Grace aflifting, I ſhould do fome 
g00d, 

” Doftor, What o00d prethee Son did you 
think to do here ; {ith you are a ſimple Lay- 
man and ignorant of Scriptures, neither per- 
EY TED. mitted 
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mitted to Preach ? Pray ſtay here a while; 
and peradventure by Gods afliftance I will 
o1ve you ſuch a Sermon, as you will gladly 
hear, 

Layman. There is ſomething Sir that I 
would willingly have ſpoke to you , but I 
doubt whether you can patiently bear it. 

Dottor, Prethee Son ſpeak boldly what 
thou haſt co ſay ; I truſt in God I ſhall pa- 
tiently bear ir, what eyer it be, 

Layman, Behold Reverend Sit, you gli- 
ter in your Prieſily dignicy,& lately Preach 


a Sermon to us full fraught , With excellent. 


precepts ; bur you take no care to hold them 
torch in your Life and Converſation , and 
even now how childiſhly did you fay to me, 
Ray here and 1 will Preach you another 
Sermon that ſhall pleafe me. Bur take this 
for cercain Sir ,, tha: neither your Sermons 
nor any Words whatever, which can in this 
Life be outwordly ſpoken , can be much 
proficable ro me, Nay Te affure you, the 
Sermons of men do oftner do me hurt, then 
profit me ; becauſe that ofcentimes yarious 
Images(or Imaginar:ons)do infinuate ther» 
ielves into me by reaſon of thoſe Sermoas, 
which afterwards returning home, I can 
hardly with much and long labour again 


rid wy {elf of or forget ; and (Sir) if you be 


Ie. 
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remembred , you had among others , this 
fſage in your Sermon. That he ought to 
p free and clear from all Images (or Ima« 
inations ) to W hom the chiet DoRor and 
| (ENG of Souls Chriſt Jeſus will vouch- 
ſafe to come ; who I will aſſure you as ofc 
as he is pleaſed to come to me, he teacheth 
me more in the ſpace of an hour, then either 
you ( Maſter DoQor ) or all the DoRors in 
the World , could teach me till Dooms- 
day. 

Dofter. Prethee, dear Son, for the Lords 
death fake, ſtay with me here a longer 
time. 

Layman, Truely (Mr. DoRor) you en- 
force me to ſtay by this deep adjuration, 
and-if out of obedience to God, I do yield 
to tay here, it ſhall be upon this condition, 
that you promiſe me faithfully,that whatever 
hath paſt or ſhall paſs berween us, you will 
keep ſecret under the privacy of con- 
feſhon, | 

Doftor, That I will aflure you ( dear 
Son ) I will willingly do, upon the condi- 
tion , that you will Ray longer with me. 
Then the Liyman after this manner ipake 
to the Doctor, 

Layman. Mr. DoRtor, in your late before- 


| mentioned Sermon, you delivered indeed to 


”*- 
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us many excellent good things ; yer whilf 
you were ſpeaking, ſuch a fimilirude as thit 
came into my head , that me thought your 
o00d diſcourſes did no otherwayes proceee 
from you , then as if good and generous 
Wine were drawn through muddy dregs. 

Dottor. Prethee (Son) what meaneſt thou 
by this fimilitude, 

Layman. Nothing elſe (Mr. Door) but 
me thought, your Veſſel was not clean, nor 
rinced from dregos ; and thar's the rqaſo 
chat the Letter killeth you, and (alaſs) you 
dayly ſuffer ir, yet dayly more and more to 
kill you ; for (as you better know) the Scri- 
prure ſaith, the Letter killeth, but the Spirit 
quickeneth and maketh alive, Nevertheleſs 
the ſame Letter” that now doth kill you, 
would (if you would) quickly.quicken you, 
But rculy ar preſent for __ condition it is 
this ; You are yet in the Dark, and there is 
no Light in you, by which you might clearly 
and diſtinily underſtand the Letter , and 
truely as yet you belong to the number of 
the Phariſees. | 

Dottor. 1 profels (dear Son ) fince the 
hour I was born, I never heard from any 
man ſuch hard language, 


Layman, Very 000d ( Mc. Dotor) IF 


pray Where is now ycur Sermoa ? See, fee 


howW1! 
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10 how you are catch'd ! bur veſides,though it 

.f may be my words may ſeem hard to you ; 
[ yer intruth it is ſo as I have faid, as I ſhall 
if caſily prove even from your ſelf, 

Dottor, Really 1 would willingly ſee 
that , for I cannot tell that eyer I cared for 
that generation of Phariſees, 

Layman. In the firſt place (Mr. Door) 


pre me leave to ſhew you how it is that the 
eter killech you ; you know (dear Sir) 
that as ſoon as eyer you came to years of 
diſcretion, you betook your ſelf to the fiudy 
of Books, in which notwithltanding you did 
onely ſeek your ſelf, and are nor at all even 
to this day free from that vice ; but cruely 


you are (though ſecretly) in your nature, 
proud, and do much relie upon that know- 
ledge, and attribute much to that title of 
DoRor , wherewith you were honoured ; 
neither have you in all theſe things purely 
with love and feryency of mind, ſought God 
onely ; Neicher out of love have you any 
Eye to his Glory in all your ſtudies, but do 
too too much love and ſeck your felt in the 
applauſe and favour of poor Creatures, and 
that eſpecially in one certain perſon, towards 
whom ycu would oft fleal a look , and 
whom I fear ycu do inordinately love. And 


' this. 15 the reaſon why the Lener killeth 


you . 
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ou. That alſo which I ſaid is too roo true} 96 
likewiſe ; Namely,that you poſſeſs an empry i 
0 


and an unclean veſſel; For indeed you de 
not in all your a&tions purely and fingly Loveſ| 
God, but in many things you roo well know *** 
that you ſeek and love your elf. And there-f ** 
fore it is true chat I ſaid, that your Veſlel is li 
empty and foul with Lees , from whence it 
cometh to pals, that that good and generous th 
Wine of Heavenly DoGtrine, and Divine Ki 
word,although in its ſelf excellent and pure, | P? 
yet paſſing through ſuch a Veſlel doth north 
at all reliſh co a purged mind, that heartily h: 
loves and bends towards God , neither doth ol 
iz profic at all ſuch an one, That which Ifaid | © 
belides ; namely , that you did as yer fit in h 
midnight darknels , is alſo molt true, which ly 
will evidently appear from hence , that you | © 
cannot ſay that any of the Sermons or in- | 
firuFions proceeded from a ſupernatural 
11lumination or Divine Grace, bur only from 
arc and fludy. Laſtly, in that Idid affirm | © 
you were a Phariſee, thatalſo I proveto be | * 
no leſs crue, although I will nor fay that you | * 
are altogether one of thoſe talſe, Phariſees.” | * 
Bur tell me ( Reverend Sir ) did nor thoſe || '* 
falſe Pharilees ſeck and .love themſelves, | 
not in all things, purely aiming at the 
Glory of God! And now pray conft- 
dcr 


bu 
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der your felt, whether you are not before 
God a Phariſee, and not a whic better. You 
do not ( I ſuppoſe ) doubt , that there are 
many living this day who in Gods efteem 
are no better then Phariſces, yet are ſo more 
or leſs, according to the condition of their 
lives and converſations, 
When as the Laymaa had faid theſe things, 
the Door aftetually embracing him, 
kiſſed his Cheek and faid ; you bring that 
paſſage into my mind which is not unlike to 
my caſe , and the ſame things ſeem to have 
happend unto me, which did to the woman 
of Samaria near the Well; for you have 
trutly laid open and cold me, all my moſt 
hidden,and fecrer miſcarriages; but cipecial- 
ly that, that I did ſometimes ſecretly caſt a 
lance at a certain Perſon , who yet not- 
withſtanding knows nothing her elf , fith I 
never yet any way diſcovered to her that I 
loyed her { Neither doth any man living, I 
am confident, ſuſpe& any ſuch thing, And 
therefore I doubr not bur this ſecret was re- 
yealed to you by God; wherefore I do 
.molt earneltly entreat you for Chriſts paſſ1- 
on ſake, that you would be now unto me 
a Spiritual Father , and accept of me a mi- 
ſerable finer for your Son. 

Layman, Belicye it (Reverend Sir) if you 
ES perſilt 
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perſiſt thus extravagantly to talk, I will fiay 


no longer” here , bur ſpeedily return to my 


Country. 

Dottor. Nay, but (Son) pray do not ſo, 
ler me entreat you to (tay a while with me, 
and I will faithfully promiſe you, that you 
ſhall have no ſuch Language for the future : 
And ( believe it ) I am fully determined to 
endeayour to amend my Life and take a new 
courle , and to that end, do earneſtly deſire 
the furtherance of your good Counſel, and 
whatever it be that you ſhall adviſe me, thar 
(by the Grace of God) I will endeavour to 
follow and effect, 

Layman, Truely ( Mr. DoCtor ) thats 
very neceflary for you to do, for knowledge 
of the Letter, hath miſerably put up and te. 


duced very many learaed men,ſome of chem, 


who were altogether falſe Phariſees, even to 
the eternal damnation of Hell , but others to 
a molt grievous and horrible Purgatory. 
For ( believe it) *tis no {mall matrer for a 
Man to receive from God Almighty, ſo ſub- 
tile a natural underſtanding, and fo clear a 


reaſon, as by them co be able to underſtand; 


clearly Divine Scripture ; yet lo to miſpend 
this pretious talent,as not to ſtudy thereby ro 
ſhape and frame his Life and Converſation, 
according to the Scripure, | 
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This enſuing Diſcourſe contains a Nar- 
ration, what wonderful and ſtupen- 
dious things God aid work by this 
Layman, and alſo how for this cauſe 

© beſides others , he obtained ſo great 

Of Graceand Favour,becauſe God found 


Io in him an abſolute reſigned up hum- 
ad lity. 
"ar 


to } Dot. Ood Son , let me defire you to 
rake the pains for God ſake, to 
is | ſhew me by what means you have araived 
ve | to ſo perfect a life ; how you began, whas 
e. | have been ycur exerciſes,and finally by whac 
m | rules you haye framed your life and con- 
to | verſation. 
'0 Layman. Te aſſure you Mr, Door, 
7. | your deſire is altogether a imple one ; for 
a | certaialy ſhould 1 take it upon me co re- 
- | hearfe, or write all chole great chings, which 
a | God Almighty wichin theſe ſeven years 
d. | hath vouchlafed to work in me, a miſerable 
d |} finner , I dare ſay you have not a Book of 
> | that Voluma as to be able to coarain it all , 
nevertheleſs, I ſhall willingly tell you fom® 
things , Which at this time ate molt fi; tor 
4 - C You 
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you. In the fixlt place, it was an exceeding 
mercy, that God did indulge unto me eyen 
this yery thing ; namely, that I were en- ay 
dowed with a true protound and molt re-f © 
foned up humility : For my exerciſes it br 
will not much concern you to know what] ** 
chey were,that I obſerved outwardly in my P* 
Body, (ith that the diſpokitions, natures, and 
complexions, are ſo diyers. But this is a ſure 
rule, that whoſoever doth from the bottom ol 
of his heart,humbly reſign up himſelf toGod, 
him God will lead by inward remprations, 
and outward occurences into fuch exerciſes, 


V 
as he knows to be moſt proficable unto him, y 
and ſuch as (if he will) he can beſt bear ; ; 
< 
1 
1 


for he that is inquiſitive to know from dis 
vers, what are their exerciſes, is wont for the 
moſt part to be deceived , and led away, 
For each man telling his proper exerciſes, 
when he would fain follow and imitate, no 
regard being had of his own ſtrength, it's no | 
marvel if he be thereby deceived and lead 
away. For ir oftentimes comes to paſs, that 
thoſe exerciſes which are very good for one, 
and exceedingly helpful, may to another, if 
he periiſt in the uſing of them, be pernitious 
and deltruftive. And hence it is, that the 
Devil very oft is wont with falſe ſuggeſtions 
to perſlvwade men, whom he ſees to be of a 
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weak nature ard conſtitution , to take upon 
them the moſt (ici and rigid excerciſcs. To 
this end, that either thereby they may ſhor. 
ten their dayes , or get an infirm and crazy 
brain ; which thing that you may the better 
underſtand, I wil cell you briefly what hap- 
pened to me at the beginning of my conver- 
fon, I did peruſe as it happened at that time, 
a Book which in che Germaa tongue, treats 
of the Lives of the Saints ; and when I 
marked each of them, their auſteir and 
ſtrict manner of Life, I began thus to think 
with my {elf ; che!e were men in this World 
alwell as thou, and peradyenture did never 
ſo grievouſly offend God as thou haſt done. 
Hereupon I had a great mind to imitate 
each of theſe Sainrs in ſomething or other, 
with as ſevere and rigorous excercifes, 
Whereby in a little time I contracted ſuch 
exceeding weaknels, that I were even at the 
point of death, Bur one day above the relt ir 
happened, that about Sun-rifing, having be- 
yord meaſure continued my cxercile , that. 
through exceeding weaknets and wearinels, 


even whilſt I were at my exerciſe, I tell falt 


aſleep: my thought in my ſleep I heard a 
kind of yoyce ſaying to me, Go to,leit-will'd 
man, if you kill your felf betore your time, 
you ſhall certain]y ſufter for ic molt grievous 
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puniſhment, But if thou wilt ſuffer thy felf 
to be exerciſed by God , he will do it in- 
finitely better chen thou thy ſelf canlt do, by 
the counſel of the Dewil. At theſe words, 
eſpecially at the naming of the Devil, ſuch a 
fear & terrour ſeized one me, that I ſudden« 
ly waked out of ſleep , and rifing, began to 
think wich my ſelf , that I had taken up the 
foreſaid exerciſes raſhly,and without advice; 
wherefore immediatly I hyed me to a Wood 
which was cloſe by the place where I then 
were, There I made my caſe known in or- 
der, to a certain old Hermite, and entreated 
him that he would give me his advice. The 


.o)d man having heard me out, gave me this 


anſwer : If thou wouldſt haye me give thee 
counſel , you muſt firft tell me what the 
manner of your Life hath been, and what 
have been your exerciſes. I told him as I 
were bidden, all my firi exerciſes , and 
how I had read over the Lives of the Saints, 
and how I had a great mind to imitate 
them. Then he asked me, by whoſe advife 
did I do thus ; I confeſſed to him, that that 
which I hid done, I had dene by no mans 
advice but my own, and out of my own will, 
It fo faid he, then take tr for certain, it was 


the Devils counſel ; and therefore you had 


need to take great heed that you follow kim 
I I TOES 0 


'of Doftor John 'Thauler, 


fio mote , but reſign and give up your 
ſelf wholly to God, and he will exerciſe 
ou far better, than either you or the De- 

vil can; Therefore according to this old 
mans advice, I inſtantly oave over my 
exerciſes, and did with all my heart. give 
up my felt wholly to God, and left my 
ſelf in his hands , to exerciſe me as he 
thought moſt fit. Truly (Mr. DoRor)I were 
by nature of an ingenuous temper,and of an 
excellent complexion, and of a ſubcil wit, 
even as I perceive you are ; onely in this I 
was ſhort of you , that I had not ſtudied 
the Scriptures, nor skilled them, which I 
perceive you do ; yet notwithſtanding I 
was naturally inclined, with ſo ſubril and 
ſublime an underſtanding , thar as oftas I 
thought fir to make ule of it, I found 
my (elf capable and apprehenſive of very 
oreat and high matters. Hereby ongg.ft 
came to paſs, that by reaſon of the fubrilty 
of my underſtanding, I began to think 
thus with my ſelf, certainly thou art natu- 
rally endued with fo happy a wit & tower- 
ing underltanding,that without all doubt, if 
thou would(t ſeriouſly & in enfly make uſe 
of it,thou would(t be apprehenſive of fone 
extraordinary & diviac matter, concerning 
even God himſelf, Which thoughts im+ 
C 3 mediatly 
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mediatly after their ſuggeſtion, I perceived 
to be the fallacious Counſel, and peſtilent 
Advice and Suggeſtion of the Denwil-: 
Thereupon I broke our into theſe words, O 
miſchievous and malignant Connſellonr, 
What Advice ts this that thou haſt ſug- 
geſted to me? Vetily , if we had ſuch 
a God as could be apprehended by rea- 
jon , I ſhould not value him thus much, 
After this, one morning when I was rea- 
dy-to tead morning Prayers , I had an ex- 
ceeding vehement defire , infomuch that 
I brake forth jh theſe words, and faid 
to the Lord « O molt merciſul God , if 
it be thy bleſſed Will , make me now by 
experience to feel ſomething, that may 
tranſcend and paſs all underſtanding and 
reaſon. But I had no ſooner ended theſe 
words , but that a vehement horrour poſ- 
jefled me , becauſe that I ſhould dare to 
delire ſo oreat a favour ; and therefore 
' again ſaid unto rhe Lord , Ah Eternal and 
ever to be adored Majeſty , pardon I be- 


jeech thee this my raſhnels, for it exceed-'Þ} * 


ingly repents me ,-..ta. have done this : 
And howglquld- irc b&:© Lord, that ſo mi- 
a0 Baþ-worm as I am , and no 
man, ſhould 'e&#-find ſuch a thing to eater 
33to his heart, as to dare to deſire fo tran» 
icendent 
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ſcendent and excelling fayour and grace , 
when as I know ſufficiently, and am con- 
vinced within my ſelf how vile lam, to 
how many fins I am prone, and how thar 
through the whole courſe of my life, I ne- 
yer as I ought, loved my God, or regar- 
ded him, but have alwayes made my 
ſelf by reaſon of fin, fo odious in the eyes 
of thy glory , that I know very well, that 
I am unworthy that the earth ſhould bear 
me; and therefore fince I have preſumed 
to ſuffer ſuch a deſire, of fo tranſcendent 
orace tO ariſe in me, it is abſolutely need- 
ful, that my body ſhould undergo direful, 


and ſufter bicter things. Having thus ſaid, 


I firip'd my ſelf, neither did I ceaſe to 
(irike my ſelf with hard Rfiripes, till the 
blood ran about my ſhoulders. And fo it 
came to paſs , that whilelt I was revolving 
ſuch like thoughts in my heart , and ſpake 
ſuch like words even till Sun-rifing, upon a 
ſudden an exceeding ſhining light filled m 

whole Cell, and in that light I fell into an 
extalie ; ſo that for a time I was deprived 
Bur 
Oh! that hour ſeemed extreamly ſhore 
unto me. And after I came to my elf, 


I found fo exceeding and ſupernatural im- 
C 4 preſſion 
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preſſion & ſeal of truth upon me, that Thad 


good reaſon to fay with St. Peter the A 
pofile, Lord, it 7s good for ws to be here. 
For (believe it) in that ſhort hour I did 
receive more truth, with more clear light, 
and certain evidence ; more truth (I ſay) 
than what either you, Mr. Doctor, or all 
the DoRors in the world can teach me , e- 
yen till Dooms-day, But (Mr, Doctor) 
] ſuppoſe I have ſpoken enougn already, 
2s much as concerns your preſent ſtate and 
Condition, 
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This following Diſcourſe, ſhows how the 
Lord was pleaſed to Convert by the 
means of this Layman, a certain Pa- 
gan that lived in a far Country. It 
ſhews lthewiſe how the Holy Ghoſt e- 
ven at this day doth pour forth the 
ſame Virtue and Grace, upon minds 
that he finds apt and well prepared 
to recetvert, that hedid upon the A- 
poſtles at the aey of Penticoſt : As 
alſo it ſheweth, how this Layman did 
at large explain 'theſe things to the 
Door 5 and how by plain and clear 
Reaſons he proved the DoCtor to be a 
Phariſee, and at laſt brought him to 
this, that he reſolved fully with him- 
ſelf to take a new courſe, and amend 
his life. 


Doft or. 


| | Þ bu Son, if thou haſt any thing more 


to ſay, I would willingly hear it ; 
tor truly I haye been much taken with thoſe 
things which you have hitherto diſcourſed 
of ,But above al], I intrear you again that you 


| will ſtay with me, and by no means yet 


icave 
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leave me, If you want money to defray 

our charges, I will willingly ſupply your 
want, though I do pawn my Books to take 
up money : only | defire you by all means 
to ſtay with me. 

Layman. Reverend Sir, I pray God 
reward you' for your proffer'd Countefie 
coward me. But I would have you know 
this,thar I and not in need either of yours, 
or aty other mans Temporal goods, for 
God Almighty hath made me his Steward. 
and I have neer five thouſand Crowns 
which are Gods, and I would willingly 


tpend them all whereloever ir ſhall be ne- 


ceſſary, or where ever God requireth them 
at my hands. 

Doftor. 1 perceive then, if fo, that you 
are Steward ofa very rich and munincent 
Lord : But I cannot fuſhciently admire at 
what you even now ſpake : That neither I 
nor all the DoRors in the World, are adle 
ro ceach you ſo much,even between this and 
Doc ms-day, as you have 1n one hour lear- 
ned of God, Lerme ask you this Qye- 


flion, Did facred Scripture proceed and- | 


flow from the Holy G holt ? 

Layman. / Yes, they did without all 
doubt, and fo the Catholick Faith teach- 
eth us to believe, Burt Mr. Door, ir 
orieveth 


of Doftor John Thauler. 

erieverh me that I have ſaid fo great things 
unto you, and that you notwithſtanding 
ſhould talk ſo childiſhly. Bur ſee you, I 
will propound one Queltion to you, and 
if you can by Scripture or without it reſolve 
me, I promilc you I will give you on Gods 
behalf a thouſand Crowns. | 

Dottor. - Prethee good Son tell me what 
Queſtion is that, 

Layman. 1 would know of you ( Mr. 
Do@or) whether you can inftrut me how 
I may write a Letter in ſuch a Language,to 
a certain Pagan living in a far remore Coun- 
try, that be may be able both to read it, 
and underſtand it ? and how the form and 
manner of the Letter may be ſuch, that the 
ſame Pagan by the reading of it, may be 
converted to the Faith ? 

Doftor. Truly ( Son) I know not what 
to ſay to this; for ſuch kind of works as theſe, 
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are even the works of the Holy Ghoſt. &: 


Bur I beſecch you cell me whether any \uch 
thing ever happened unto you, and if you 


- ad thereby underſtand by what means this 


may be done ? or whether you your ſelf 


were not he that did it ? - 
Layman, No Mr, Door, it was not I 

that did it, but the Holy Ghoſt waSpleaſed 

to work ſo by me an unworthy Inſtrument. 


And 
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And truly much may be ſaid toiching this 
matter, but it were too tedious to rehearſe 
all; for if this whole buſineſs ſhould be 
written, it would even fill a Volumn. But 
I ſhall tell you a few paſiages, from whence 
you may colle& the whole matter, There 
was a certain Pagan, a true hearted honelt 
man, and in his way very juſt, This man 
tor a long time together did cry unto Hea- 
ven, and daily did call upon him,who crea- 
red both him & all Creatures, and did daily 
pray after chis manner, O God, thou Eter= 
nal Creator of all things, behold I am born 
and bred up in this Country, and in the 
Faith of it, But] percerve the Jews have 
another Belief, and likewiſe the Chriftians 
follow anether Faith : do thou therefore O 
Lord, who art over all, and haſt made all 
zHmgs, ſhew unto me I beſeech thee by 
what ever means it pleaſeth thee, whether 
there be any other Faith better or truer than 
ths in which I bave been born and bred, 
thet I may believe it ; and I will willingly 
and readily obey thee, by takjng Upon me 
that Belicf. Rut if thou ſhalt refuſe to ſig- 
mrfie this much unto me, and it ſhall haps 

pen that 1 die in this Faith becauſe I know 
wo better, ſurely this will be hard meaſure. 

&Atcer the Pagan had thus prayed, is came to 

pals 
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paſs that a Letter was written unto him 
from me ; Which when he had read he was 


© converted unto the Chriſtian Faich, He 


likewiſe did write back aoajn a Letter to 
me, in Which he fully ſhewed how it ha 
pened unto him ; which Letter I will aſ- 
lure you was ſo written in our vulgar High 
Dutchas I could very well read it. Many 
things ( Mr. DoQor) remains to be ſpoken 
concerning this matter, but you have” in 
brief the {um of ir, 

Dottor. Truly God is wonderful in his 
gifts, and I will affure yon (dear Son ) 
theſe are ſtrange and rare matters Which 
you have rold me, 

Layman, Verily 1 do enough fear (Mr. 
Door) thac I have told you more than 
was fit for me to tell you. * And to fay the 
truth, I do perceive that 1 have ſpoken 
{omewhat that doth ſomething trouble you, 
and go againſt your ſtomack. For whereas I 
am but a Layman, and illicerate, but you a 
oreat Dr, of tacred Divinitic ; nevertheleſs L 
have taken upon me by way of tutoring and 


' reaching, to tell you ſo many things ; ic can» 


not be bur this muſt ſomewhat offend you. 
Daftor, Son, if you would nor take 1: 

ill, I would re you what doth diſpical: 

Me, 
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Layman. Afſluredly I will not take it ill, 
you may ſpeak all your mind freely, 

Dottor. Dear Son, I cannot away with 
this, but do what I caa it poes againſt my 
ftomack, that you when as you are a Lay- 
man, ſhould teach me a Door and a Di- 
vine ; as allo that you ſhould call me a 
Phariſee, 

Layman, Is there any thing more in me 
that doth diſpleaſe you? * 

Deoftor. Not the leaft I afſure you, that I 
know of. 

Layman. Will you give me leave pati- 
ently (Mr. Do&tor) to fatisfie you 1n theſe 
two things, 

Dottor, Dear Son, you have not only 
free leave, but I again ard again deſire you 
to do It 

Layman. Pray tell me ( Mc. Door) 
how it ſhould come to paſs, and by whom 
was it brought about, that the moſt bleſſed 
Virgin Katherine,when ſhe was about four- 
{core years of age, ſhould in diſcourfe and 
diſpute overcome fifry molt acute Philoſo- 


phers, ſo as they did all moſt willingly offer: 


themſelves ro dic for Chrilt ? Tell me I 
iay (Mr. Doctor) who was that that did 
this, or who ſpake there? Thar one ten- 
der Virgin ſhould overcome fo great Philo- 
tophers, Dottor, 


th 
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ul, Doftor. No man doubts but that it was 
the Holy Ghoſt who did that. 
ich Layman. Do you not believe ( Mr. Do- 
my Kor ) that the Holy Ghoſt, is as powerful 
Yy-J now as he was then? - 
Di- Dottor. Yes I do certainly believe it. 
2 Layman, And what hinders then , but 
that you may alſo believe, chat the ſame 
mes Holy Ghoſt can ſpeak to you by me a mile- 
rable finner , when as he once deigned to 
tl ſpeak by Caiphas who alſo was a finner, 
. | And crulyit you ſo hardly bear choſe things 
u- which I have ſpoken, hereafter I ſhall dit- 
ele} courſe with you more cautiouſly. 
Dottor, I entreat you ( Son ) do no {o, 
ly | for I will now corre my {elf in this matter 
ou] alfo, 
Layman. You faid moreover ( Sir that 
Tr) thisalſo did fomwhat eall you,thar I ſhould 
My call you a Phariſee : Burt when I faid fo - 
2d there was then ſuch an account oiven of it by 
| meto you, that ought fully ro have ſatisfied 
1d you. Bur fith you were not content with 
2"f| chat, I ſhall again wich another Reaſon 
ct -prove to you, that you are more guiky in 
1 that point than I then faid. Surely you know 
id ( Mr. Doctor ) that our Saviour doth exhbort 
" us in one place, and ſpeaks in this manner ; 
ws Beware of the Phariſces, for they bins hea- 
; __ 
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vy burthens and grievous to be born, aud lay 
them upon mens ſhoulder: , but they will not 
touch them with one of their little fingers. 
Now conſider and refle& upon your elf a 
little: Certainly you djd lay upon our 
ſhouldets Twenty four Points, or Articles, 
which you your ſelf will hardly lightly 
touch. Likewiſe in another place, our Savi- 
our ſpeaks of the ſelf ſame Phariſees, All 
whatſoever they ſay unto you, that keep and 
do , but do not after their works, for - they 

ſay and ao not. 

Dottor. Thoſe words indeed the Lord 
ipake once. 

Layman. That's no matter, for he ſpeaks 
the ſame yet continually. But ſee now (Sir ) 
whether you have not given us moſt excel- 
lent Rules and Preceprs , which notwith- 
ſtanding how much you follow in your Life 
and Converſation, God knows, and you al- 
ſo are not ignorant; and as things land 
with you at preſent , 1 do willingly follow 
your Doctrine, but ſhouid be very loath to 
imitate your Life and Converſation :; where- 


fore now I pray judge you your (elf, whe- 


ther before God you are not truly a Phari- 
ſee ; yer not of the number of thole falſe ard 
impious Phariſees chat delerye Hell. 

Do:lor, Truly ( Son ) 1 have not what 


LO 
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to anſwer , but conleſs and acknowledoe 
my ſelf to be a ſinner. And now 1 deter- 
mine to amend my life, though 1 ſhould 
hereby incur the hazard of death, Nei- 
ther can I any longer defer ic, but do again 
and again entreat and beſcech you (Son) 
that purely for Gods ſake you wouldCoun- 
ſel me, how I may begin a better lite , 
and tha: you wouid allo (hew me by what 
means I may artain the highelt pertedtion, 


which in this life may be attained, 


Leazman. It 1s vety hard (good Sir) let 
it be ſpoken under favour, to give you any 
Counſel in this matter ; for your life aad 
manner of converſation which you have 
hecherto led, and been uſed to, you have by 
long cuſtom turned almoſt into anocher 
nature. So that if you ſhould deny and 
ceaſe from your Jong accuſtomed manner 
and courſe of life, (which of neceffity you 
muſt do) it could not be, without grievous 
trouble and anguiſh to your nature ; elfpe- 
cially (ith you ace (if I miſtake not) about 
5o years of age. 

* Dottor, Thereabout indeed {dear Son) 
I thiok' is my age; Bur whar then ?. they 
thar'came at the eleventh hour had their - 
full wages.and received their peary, And * 


therefore now I am fully re'olyed and pur- 
| D pos'd 
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os'd in mind (though I were certain ther& 
by to ſuffer death) from hence forward tg 
turn over a new leaf, to change my courſe;} 

and to renounce , deny and forſake my olc 
fallacious life (that was onely given to ſpe: 
culation and curioſities of wit) and alſo 
to deny all vice, and all manner of ſenſua 
lity ; and endeayour by the grace of God 
co.order my life for the future afrer your 
Advice and Counſel, Wherefore I mol 
earneſtly entreat, that laying afide all delay 
you would inftrut and teach me for God 
ſake, how I may begin the reformation anc 
amendment of my life; for I cannot en 
ar A ſhould any longer be deferted or de 

. layed. 

"aakan - Well ( honoured Sir ) fit 
there is ſuch grace conferred upon you | 
God , that you refuſe not to humble you 
ſelf, but are willing to ſubmit your (elf 
a vile poor creature. It concerns us in 
fult place ro give God ,the honour , dur 
ro him, And fith it muſt be,that I for Goc 
ſake am to give Counſel and Advice tt 
you, I ſhall humbly ſeck Gods help ; 
that I may be the berter able, I ſhall do 
from his love, and for the loye of him 
In the firlt place,truly I ſhall begin to teac 
you zf;er the ſame manner as they iaſtrus 

ERR ont. 
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'| Childcen at School; that is , T {hall 
of commead to you a certain ſpiritual Alpha 
ſe; bet, confifing of 2 3 Articles or Sentences, 
if ſo mapy as there are lecters in the Alpha. 
zee] ber, with which they begin to teach Chil- 
drens Er 


Here followeth a Golden Alphabet dele- 
| vered by the Layman to the Decor, 
that by it he might begm to mend his 
life. Frequently toread which, and 
according to lead our lives, without 
doubt would beexceeding profitahle 
to us All. 
A Golden Alphabet. 
'M Trempr in the fiſt place, and ſer upon 
a good, pure, and ſpiritual life , nor 
triflingly or childiſhly , but Routly, and 
FJ with a refolyed manly mind, 
Both do good, and ſhun evil, and that 
iq carctully and diligently. 
Conſerve, agd keep the moſt-con 
a and modeſt mean inall things, _ 
» Diligeacly learn to. bear about with you, 
$ both inwardly and ourwardly, modeſty and 
 bumility, 2 
Extirpate and utterly deny for Gods fake 
your own Will” that fo you may remain in 
union with God. D 2 Fer« 
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Feryently, conſtantly, and ſeriouſly per: 
ſeyere in God, [| a 
Give your ſelf with joy, fimply and lug - 
dioully to mm and ſhew thy fel willing 4, 
and ready without murmuring to all, what 
ever is of God, ; 
Hanker not after, nor look back uponf 1 
the world, | 1” 
Inwardly accuſtom thy ſelf to ruminarg . 
and meditate in thy heart, upon diyine ang} 
ſpiritual matters, and with tears bewa 
and deplore thy former life. 
Keep conſtant guard , and couragiou 


refit the temptations of the Devil, th 
World, and the Fleſh, 


Leavirg behind all temporal things, cor 4 
tend wich a cheerful and valiant mind afte 'S 
Exernal, | 

Mind alwayes to preſerve a loye to Goe 4 
and your Neighbour, 

Neyer covet any mans goods , of whiſ _ 
nature ſoever they be. q 


Orderly make the beſt of all things, anq _ 
never turn any thing to the worſt, T. 
Puniſhmeat, and remorſe fot fin, fron} 5 
whence ſoever it happen to you, wherhe 
from God or from Creatures, take it kind 
4% . . * . . / n 
ly, and receive it with a ſubmiflive mind, } 


Q Quietly and heartily forgive all , wha 
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eyer they be , that haye offeaded you, or 
done you any injury, in thought, word or 


| Retain with all poſſible diligence , thy 

chaſtity, both of Body and Sou), 
Seriouſly obſerve meekneſs and mildaeſs 

in all things, and Rudy to be made better 


I by all things, 


Take heed that without guile, hypocri- 


J lie or fraud, you k*ep your Word, and ob. 


ſerye Faith with all mea ; and exerciſe your 
ſelf in works of charity, both bodily and 
ſpiritual, according to your ability. 


Vigilantly take heed , neither in eating * 


or in drinking, or any other matter you 
exceed due meaſure. 

X T s Life and DoArine revolve always 
in your mind, and to the utmoſt of your 
power imitate it, and lead your life accord- 
ing to it, 

Ymportune the undehiled Virgin-mother 
with devout Prayers, that ſhe may be a{h- 
fting to you 1a the through learning this 


my Inſtirution, 


Zealouſly accuſtom your felf with ſevere 

iſcipline , to keep under and bridle your 
Will, and ſenſual affe&ions; that the 
mildly yield to what ever God ſhall 
With you, or ſuffer to happen to you. 
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EJow the DoQtor ſoon,though not with« 
out labour, truly learn'd the Alpha- 
betical Inſtitution : Haw after- 
ard the Layman taught him a nea« 
rer way to perfeition. | Moreover, 
how theDoCtor was fain te enter wþ= 
on adying Life; and therein ſo long 
exerciſed himſelf, until be had 


- overcome himſelj,, 


Layman. (32 ro now (Mr. DoQor) res 

| | ceivethis childiſh Inſtitution 
from God , who delivereth the ſame unto 
you by me an unworthy finner, 


Doftor. To you peradyenture ( dear: 


Son) this Inſtitution feems bur childiſh ; 
bur I confeſs to you,me thinks,it is ſufficient- 
ly man.lik? : bur be it what it will be, 1 
- am refolyed by the grace of God to take 
upon me the learning of ir. But pray cell 
me , What time will you ſet me co learn 
it io, 


Layman. For the honour of Chriſts fivg]' 


wounds, which are the figns of his immea» 
| {urable love to us, take five weeks , that fo 
you may the more perfeCtly leara ir. In 
Which time you mult be your own School- 
maſter, 
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1 maſter , and enjoyn your ſe]f ſharp pen- r. whip 
Nance , if you miſtake and ha pen to fail your na- 


| contrary to them, | with 
follow your Coudſel(Son) Roas. 


in any of theſe Articles, or to do any thing **4 

Daottor, Tie 
2nd undergo all your InjunQtions, 

Now when 3 weeks were near ſpent in 
this manner of living , the Layman enqui- 
red of the DoQor , how it was with him. 
To whom the DoGtor anſwered, I will 
aſſure you dear Son , I haye in theſe three 
weeks undergohe more and ſharper pen- 
nance in the learning of this your Taofticu- 
tion, than ia all the [tudies of my Whoſe 
life paſt, 

Layman, But how is it with you now 
(Mr, DoRar) are uu Skilful in the Arti- 
cles and Letters of the Alphaber as yer? 

Dottor.How much ſoever I be Maſter of 
it (and by the grace of God, things go well 
enough with me) yet I would willingly 
more perfeRly $kill ir, But moreover, 
I beſeech you inſftruR me further,and ſhew 
me yet more perfeR things, 

— Layman. You very well know Sir, that 
in Schools they never ſet boyes higher Leſ- 
ſons , till they have well learned their firſt 
Elements, 


Doftor. I confeſs , then (dear 
2 MS 


Son) I 
ſhould 
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ſhould be guilty of a lye, if I ſhould fay, 
] have throvghly learned your Alpha+» 
ber. | 

Layman. Therefore it is morc adviſed 
for us to proceed no further , till you have 
perfeRly learned it, ; 

Afterward, when again about 3 weeks 
moce were ſpent, the DoQor ſenta friend 
to the Layman, to defire him to ſtep to 
kim, who accordingly preiently came ; 
and the DoRor. ſaid co him, O Son rejofce 
with me, for I ſuppoſe now through the 
grace of Gad, I am pretty perfect in the AL 
phabet 5 ard if you pleaſe, I will willing- 
ly give you an account of it. 

Layman. There is no heed Sir , that 
you ſhould ſodo ; for I doube not of the 
truth of what you ſay ; and do much con- 
orarulate you, 

Alaſter. Truly Son, with much dif. 
hculy have I learned chis Inſtitution ; but 
now I beleech you farther to ialiru&t me, 

Layma#n. take it for certain Mr. Doctor, 
that of my cif 1 cannot farther infiruR 


you, bur it it pleaſe Almighty God farther} 


by me to inſtru you,1 hope I ſhall not be 
backward to do my belt cadeavour, 'and 


W1i! be a willirg , although an unworthy } 


witcument of his, by whom he mey do 
what 


of DoRer John Thauler. 
what he pleaſe ; neither ſhall I in the leaſt 
advice you to any thing, but what he ſhall 

ive in, and ſupply me with,& this I will do 
fooly.& of the pure love of God,& defire of 
your Salvation. And if it ſhall happen unto 

ou, as it did to the. young man in the Go- 
ſpel.who when he heard the Counfel of our 
Lord, to fell and leaye all that he had, went 
away forrowful ; if (I fay) it ſhall fo fall out 
with you , 1 for my part will be ſolely 
blameleſs. 

Dottoy, Let hot that (Son) at all trouble 
you, for I am fuliy reſolved in my mind, not 
to regard at all what can in this matter befall 
me ; but purpoſe to follow and obey Gods 
and your Counſel, 

Layman, Well (Sir) fith you fow arc of 
ſo reſolved and ready a mind : I do inthe 
fift place out of charity and the love of God 
advile you , that by all means you remain 
obedient to your Order, and to all your Su- 
periours ; For it cannot be but that if you 
enter upon the right,ſtraight and narrow way, 


ou will be grieyouſly opprefied and vexed; 


and that chiefly by your Order and Bre- 


thren. And when this ſhall befall you, 
firajoht-ways your ſubrile underſtanding,and 
{ſenſual nature, will be devifing many things, 
and urging you to go to the chick Biſhop, 
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or ſome whither, and find a thouſand ways, 
whereby to avoid this Croſs. But herein 
you mult take great heed , and rather bear, 


patiently what ever ſhall happen grievous 
wato you, and continually perſeyere in hum- 
ble obedience ; for truly the ſame way that 
our Lord ſhewed unto. the fore-named 
young man, thar my mult you go, you 'mu 

rake up your Croſs upon your ſhoulders, 
and follow the Lord and Saviour , and in 


ſome meaſure his example , and that with 


rcue, great, and patieat humility : Furcher- 
more you mult renounce and deny that a- 
cute , ſubtile and pompous underſtanding, 
which you have acquired out of the Scri- 
ottres, And for a while give oyer all read- 
ing , {tudying and preaching, And when 
thoſe that uled to make their confeſſions to 
you, ſhall come again unto you to that end, 
you muli;ſhew your ſelf in fimplicity ; and 
confeſſion being made , immediatly with- 
draw from ther, ſpeaking nothing, nor gi- 
ving them any counſel , but only ſaying, I 
will firſt Jearn how I may counſel my elf, 
and when I have well learned fo to do, I 
will be ready to inpart advice to you. And 
if chey be inquiſitive when you will preach, 
you may wirhour injury to the truth, fimply. 
and nakedly aniwer, that at the preſent you 

ale 
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'S.{ are wholly taken up with another buſineſs. 


So by this means you will by little andlittle, 
I alienate and eſtrange your ſelf from men. 


is nothing then (Son) that I have to employ 
my ſelfin : what therefore ſhall I do ? 

- Laymavn, Betake your ſelf to your Cell, 
and there-perform your hourly Prayers , 
and ag oft as you can, do the fame, inQuire 
with others. Likewiſe every day , except 
ſome juſt occaſion hinder you perform Di- 
er-I] yine ſervice, and celebrate the Maſs, Af- 
a" terward , what ever time remains, you ſhall 
"8: | ſpend it in meditating of the Life, Death, and 
11-J Paſſion, and example of Chriſt ; diligently 
d-J confidering how unlike your Life is to His. 


1eny Here call to mind , and inthe bitterneſs of 77; 32.7 


tof your Soul, think of the years , and all the 
nd, F time paſt, in which you have finfully loved 
nd your ſelf , taking notice how little your love 
th-T hath been to God : and contrary-wiſe, how 
gif great his love hath been to you. Of theſe 
» I] things Sir, let your ſtudy humbly be,for here- 
elf, by it may ſo come to paſs , that by degrees 
, I you may atrain to true humility, and change 
ind your old converfation, and antient Cultome 
chy]] into a better. Furthermore , when that time 
Ply] ſhall come , which God well knows; he 


youſ will on a ſudden change you into a new,and | 


are 2n.other 


Dotter. It preaching be forbid me, there 
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another man. But before this regeneratiog < 
can be wrought in you, you mult firſt ſell all q 
whateyer you poſſeſs, and humb)y revgn all , 
unto God ; Namely, you ought wholly to a 
renounce and deny , all your curioſity anc A 
ſubtility of your ſeaces, and underſtanding ; 


and whatever it be , by which you may. ac« # 
quire honour or delight co your felf ; anc 4 


laltly, all that delight, which hitherto yo 
have p>ſlelt in your narure, and in whichÞ 5 
according to your nature, you have falſly,anc 
inordinacely found relt, and with blefſedf £ 
Mary Magdalen humbly calt your (elf pro- 
ſtrate at the Feet of your Lord, For indeed 
you mult totally dye to all theſe things fore- 
mentioned, Now if you ſhall begin to ſet 
upon theſe things , you will render your fel 
a pleaſant, and acceptable ſpeQacle to Al 
mighty God : who indeed cannot beholc 
thele things without delight ; and it is pro- 
bable, be will not leave; bur will dcive and 
compel you to ſuch tryals as were of old, 
that you may fo much the more be proved, ſ 
and be throuzhly purified as gold in a fur- 
nace; It may be (I fay) he will reach o 
to you in ſome meaſure that cup of love, 
which he gave to: his only begotten Son : 
which is, that it may fo fall out, chat what- 
ever you Go or leave undone, yea, and your 
whole 
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whole courſe of life may be diſeftcemed,and 
deſpiſed of all: and thoſe, who have hitherto 
been wont to confeſs themſelyes to you, may 
Rand a far off from you , as one deftiicute of 
ſenſe and reaſon: yes,and all your friends,and 
a great part of your Brethren , that live with 
you in your Monaſtery, may be offended 
and ſcandalized ar your life , and may fay 
one to the other, that you haye taken up a 
ſtrange and unuſual way of life, ſuch as hath 
almoſt cendred you a dolt, or fool, Where- 
fore when as theſe things ſhall happen unto 
you , fee Sir that by no means you be terri- 
fied, bur rather triumph in your God, be- 
cauſe your Salyation is gh. Notwithliand- 
ing your frail nature (without doubt) will 
be: ſomething terrified at this ; but do you 
ſtouty truſt in God , who will by no means 
forlake you. Furthermore , when you ſha!l 
be brought into this diſtreſs , it can hardly 
be , bur that at ſometime or other , it will 


come into your mind , to ask and defire of 


God, that he would vouchſafe unto you 


7J. ſome ſupernatural conſolation, and make 
» you to talte ſome {ſweetneſs ; which when ic 


ſhall happen to you , be ſure ſuch a defire 15 
not from God ; but from hence rather, rhat 
as yet,there is ſome pride lurking in your N2- 
rure. For truly , ir 1s great prelumpcion for 


any 


Fl 
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ahy to be ſo bold, as to ask of God ſuch, 
ſupernatural Gifts, And therefore if this 
ſhould befall you, that you ſhould perceive 
apy ſuch deſire to ariſe in you ; inſtantly ſer 
your ſelf agaiuft it with your whole (trengrh, 
and ſupreſs it with very great aad humble 
refignation , ſaying both with heart and 
yoice ; Ah moſt Merciful God, it doth ex- 
treamly, and from the bottom of my heart 
grieve ard diſpleaſe me, and 1 very much 
lament, becauſe Þ percerve ſo great and high 
a defire to ariſe in me ; when as 1 cleayl 
perceive I am altogether unworthy of ſuch 
great gifts; yea, and unworthy that the 
Earth ſhould bear me, And when you ſhall 
utter theſe words with your mouth alchou 
as yet you be not ſo perteMly ſenfible in your 
heart; be no: much terrified : but only as 
oft as ſuch like defires ſhall ariſe in you, you 
muſt puniſh your ſelf with Rods. But if ner 
ther by ſuch means, ſuch thoughts will 
ceaſe, then endure them as a terpration, fo 
long as God pleafeth, you ſhould bear 
them. Finally (worthy Sir) if you reſolve 
to undergo this coutle of life ; you will per 
ceive nothing more profitable to you , then 
that with a profound and couragious religna- 
tion , you humbly commit your ſelf co God 
in all things, which fhall happen to you 
Ne ge whether 
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Whether they be ſweet , or whether they be 
bitter , whether they delight , or whether 
veſ] they torment ; ſo as that you may be able 
ſer cruly to ſay unto God : O moſt AMerciful 
hf God, and moſt worthy to be adered, although 
let zt were thy Will, that I ſhould remain in 
nd zh: life , and in this heavy preſſure even till 
x-j| the laſt day of Judgment ; yet I would by 
wth 20 means forſake thee , but conſtantly and 
ch ever adhere , and cleave to thee. Verily 
ghy Sir, I emmy in the Grace of God un- 
rly derfiand , that this thought now isin your 
heart , that you may jultly inwardly fay to 
your ſelf, that what ever hath hitherto been 
ſpoken by me, is extream hard and difficulc, 
And therefore I before made this proteſta- 
tion , If it ſhall happen thar you arr fide 
from what is propoſed to you , (as did that 
Young man fore-mentioned) thei I will be 
free from all blame, 

Maſter. It is (dear Son) very true, which 
you ſay ; and moreover:this your laſt ſpeech 
ſeems to me yet more hard, 

Layman. And yet Sir, you intreated me,to 
er-f| -ſhew you the neareſt way to . the higheſt 
1en 5 ton atrainable in this life, And truly, 

koow no Way more ſecure, then thar, 
od} which leads to the imitation of che example _ 
of the mott Holy Eumanity of -Chrilt. 
Wherefore 
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Wherefore I fincerely advice you, to take | C 
ſufficient time of conſideration , and betake di 
your ſelf into your {elf ; and whatever by th 
Divine inſpiration you ſhall underſiand,coughtY uy 
to be done by you, that, you may ſafely fer} at 

'Þ bi 


upon. 

after. I like well(Son)your counſel, and 
intend to follow ic : and asI ſhall be able, ca 
I will take heed by the aſliſtance of Divine G 


Grace to overcome my {elf. in 


IVhat afterwards befel the Doctor] (L 
How he endured grievous preſſures © 
in his nature, and underwent the con- 
tempt of men , mſomuch that his 7 
ſtrength began #0 fail him. ly 


' A Bout cighr dayes after, the DoRor ſent ,;; 
a certain Meſlenger to the Layick,to de- 

fire him ro come to him, And when he 
was come, the Maſter ſaid to him : Ah moſt 
dear fon, it can hardly be uttered , what 
fhghtings, what grief, what Brite , and con- 
tention, 1 bave inwardly undergone bothg.: 
night and day, before with Gods affiftanc 
I could fo far attain , as that I might over 
come the Devil , the Fleſh , and my ow 
Nature, But now through the Grace 0 
EY | Goc 
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God I have obtained an undanted, and rea« 
dy mind, and allo a true and perte& will ; to 
byj that 1 will cheartully {God affifting) enter 
ahth upon thar way, Which you have taught me : 
ſet} and although (likely) it will be very trou- 
| bleſome co my Nature , yer that ought pa- 
indy tiently to be eadured, neicher ſhall I tor char 
le,f| cauſe draw back, but will through the 
ine} Grace of God perſevere fieady and conſtant 
in this purpoſed courſe. 
Layn.an.Do you keep iill in your memory 
Dr (Door) thoſe Words which I lately ſpake 
res to you ? 
Maſter. Immediately after you left me, I 
i carefully wrote them all down, 
Layman.I congratulate to you Sir. & hearti- 
ly rejoyce with you, that you have obrain- 
ed fo ready , 1o vigorous, and ſo undanted a 
entÞ mind - neither do I in this lets wiſh well to 
der you, than I do to my felt. Therefore now 
| he ſafely in the Name of God begin , and be- 
have your felf manlike, And lo taking his 
hatf Jeave, the Layick departed, 
0n'3 Now the Doctor obeying the inftructi- | 
otcons, and counſel of che Layick, preſently ter , 
upon the work : And forthwith forbore 
every thing , that he was rcquied to for- 
bear, In ſo much, that before a year Was 
come about, ke was as much had 1n con- 
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_ rempt by all, that lived with him in the-Mo* 
| naſtery, as he was before had in elteem, and 


honour ; yea, and his ſpecial friends, and ag 


many ( whether men or women ) as were 
wont to confeſs themſelves to him ; finally, 
all that knew him, and re d him , be- 
came ſo eſtrapged from him, as if they had 
never ſcenithim: which was not a little trou= 
bleſome and contrary to his nature. More- 
over , he began to fee] much infirmity and 
weaknels in Tis head , which ſtruck him 
wich greater terrour , than all the reſt. 
Wherefore by a Meſſenger he ſent for the 
Layman, and declared to him, all that had 


befallen him, and how that his natural 


fircngth began to fail : but chiefly how he 
was not a little diſtreſſed , by reafon of the 
infirmity of his head. The Layman made 
him this anſwer, Be not terrified Sir, bur 
humbly refign your ſelf to God , and pur 
your cruſt firmly in him. Truely , I his 
cherto well am pleaſed , and like matters, 
as they ſtand with you 5 and indeed things 
are very well with you, and will be bere 
ter Without doubt ; 
he that will find the right Way , and walk 
therein , muſt through ſome ſufferings at 
leaſt, and afflitions, follow the example of 
Truth it felf ; namely, our Saviour Chrift, 
ET a” +: X T crCs 


Om. cnt s _ 


you well know; that 


if Deffor JolinThiuler, 

Therefore in-the lealt be not terrified at all, 
but leave your elf rotally ro God ; for ir 
thus beretafore befcl me likewis, Not- 
withſtanding-iit> the mean time , whileſt qhis 
infirmicy is upon you, you may diſcretly ſuc- 
cout your Nature, by the uſe of beer 
meat, I had-made for me, when I were 
in the like infirmity , a certain confetion of 
Aromatical driiggs, which-did comfort my 


head; and the like Vie ger made for you. 


Bur this is certain, that I alwayes lefe my ſelf 
torally to God, to do with-my Soul or Bo- 
dy what he pleaſed, 

Maſter, But now you teach me other- 


wayes, & adviſe me to relieve & (uccour my 


ſelf with better mear, in this my inficmiry. 
Laymas,No man ought Sir co tempt God, 
ſo long as you continue in this weaknels, 
God doth freely permit you to help acd com- 
fort your nature, & eſpecially your head. Go 
to now Sir,& with Divine afliſtance go on as 
you have begun; joyfully reſign up your ſelf 
to God in all things,with true & deep humi- 
lity. Pur your truſt in God, and wait for 
is grace, and whatever he then requires of. , 
you, whether it be fweer, or whecher it be 
bitter, be ſure to the utmoſt of your (trength 
to yield him obedience. As for my parc, 
] pray you for Gods fake , take it not ill, 
E 2 that 
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that I can no longer at this time abide wil 
with you. For a weighty buſineſs, comp the 
Is me at this time to bid you fare-well] der 
Bur if you cannot ſpare me altogether, ſen we 
ſome body to that place, and there I'le bJing 
found, Bur ic would be far better for you 
if you could go ona Without the comfort e 
any morral creature, Hs 
 Maſter.Do not (I beſeech you dear Son | 
fay ſo; for indeed I cannot long want you | 
And truly it afflits me much , and fills 
mind with vehement anguiſh , becauſe yc | 
now will depart from me.Bur fith,as you ſay} * 
ſo weighty a buſineſs , and which concern * 
God, compels you to be gone; I will conf i 
tent, agd r<Hgn my ſelf, and bear your al 
ſence as well as I may. 
. Layman, Now therefore Sir , fith yc 
are brought under the Rod, and ſcour 
the Lord , to which alſo you have offere 
your ſelf willingly , it concerns you ve 
much to lead your life diſcretly, Be car 
ful cherefore co give your ſelf your juſt due 
And let it not difturb you, that you art 
forſaken by Creatures, Bur if you ſhou 
want money , pawn ſome of your Books 
and borrow upon them ; bur take heed th 
you ſell not one of them. For if I be no Pas 
miſtaken , the time will conae , when we 
w 
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ide] will be all neceflary to you. Having chus aid, 
me the Layman. bidding the Door fare-well, 


ell] departed ; rhe Doctor in the mean time: 
enQ weeping tor his = nan » and commend-- 


bing himſelf tro God, 


hits 
't 6 


How the Doctor was wonderfully whe 


onfl zed, touched, and illuminated by Gods 


youl and how the Layman retarned to 
him agamm , and meekly exerted hum, 


z that he ſhould agam take «pon him the 


ern Care of Preaching , which for ſors 
time had been omitted, 


\/ Hen as now the DoQRtor had for 2; 
) years together continued in 'mofi 
orieyous temptations, together with che 
Jorear contempt of all his Friends,andextream 


to borrow money, upon ſome of his Books, 
which he pawned ; and alſo had under- 
{ gone with much humility the grieyous weak- 

is of his whole nature: It came to pou 
that night , which immediately goes before 
a{the day celebrared tor the Convetlion of St. 
I Paxl,that a moſt grievous Tempration ruſhed 
rheyJupon him , ſuch as che hearc of man cagnor 
will E 3 imagine, 


poverty , inſomuch that he was compelled 


i9, 
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imagine, whereby he'conceived ſuch 4 great 
wedkneſs of his whole narure;that that night] 
he was not #bke 'to #& forth to Mornin 

Prayer , bar abode fitting in his Cell, re« 
Foning himſelf from the botrom of hig 
heart ro God, wich huge and true humility , 
being deſtitute of all help and comfort from 
any mortz} Creature Whatever, And while 
he was kept in this weakneſs , he began a» 
raongt other things to medirate os the paſ- 
frog of: our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thinking with 
himſelf,” with what infinite love Jeſus 
Chriſt did follow him ; and contrariwiſe, 
he refleAing upon his own life , perceivin 

how unconfiderable his life was, if pal 
with the Life of Chriſt, and how as nothine 
lits Ife was, compared with the immence 
charity ' of Chrift.” Great contrition, and 
ſsrrow f6r a1 his fins , and for all his ill 
ſpent -and oſt time, ceazed upon him. So 
that -with his whole aftetion , with heart 
and yvice he ſaid to the Lord : Ah! mer- 
ctf\al and compaſſionate Lord God, have mer- th 
cy, Bave mercy wpon me for the abiſs of thy- Fi 
REvcies ſake, becarſe I am not wor thy tha 
the 'exrth ſhould bear me. Whileſt theſe . he 
words were inhis heart and mouth , deirg ly 
broad awake , he heard with his bodily | ,W 
ears (yer {ſeeing nothins) a voice ſaying] Ol 
| unto 
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eat] unto him, ' Now receive thy peace, and put 
oht «4 truſt in God ; and take it for certain, 

that when he lived upon earth, that what- 
re- | ſoever ſick perſon he cured in body, the ſame 
he likewiſe healed in Soul. Which words 
being ended, inftantly the DoRor fell into 
an extaſie , and was depriyed of all rational 
underſtanding , infomuch that he knew nor 
what was done unto him, where he was, 
or Whither he was ſnatch'd. Burt after that 
he was reftored to himſelf, he found in 
himſelf in his whole nature, a oew and orear 
power , and yigour ; ſuch as he confeſſed 
he had neyer 1a all his whole life time felt 
by experience before; asallo ſo clear and 
ing Enlightned a diſcerning, or illuminated rea= 
acel ſon, as never was in the leaſt known to him 
nd before that rime, But being amazed, he 
- i511] wondred witch himſelf, from whence theſe 
$9] things ſhould ſo ſuddenly happen unto him, 
arc} and began to think thus with himſelf. 
er-| Certainly thou wilt never be able to clear up 
ex-| this matcer of thy ſelf, ſend therefore for thy 
thy - Friend to come unto thee , and lay open the 
if *whole matter in order unto him. And fo 
ele}. hedid, The Layman being ſent for, readi» 
rig ly obeyed the DoRor, came to him forth- 
ily with ; the DoQtor told him every thing in 
co | order, as it happened unto him; which 
to pr E 4 when 
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when the Layman had heard , he ſaid. 
How gladly, even with my whole heart Sir, 
do I hear this news. I know that you have 
firſt now cruly experienced the true grace of 
God, and atc now fult couched in che ſus 
perior powers of your mind, Know allo , 
that as heretofore the Lecter killed you , ſo 
now the ſame will quicken you , becauſe all 
the holy Scripture proceeded ano fl-wed 
trom the holy Ghoſt. Neither doubt Sir, 
but the knowledge of the holyScripture will 
for the future very much profit you row that 
you have been tuund worthy to be iilumi- 
nated by the light of the holy Ghoſt, For 
wany things now wili be made mani'cft to 
you by che Scriptures , which were altoge- 
ther urknown to you before, For you 
Know , that the holy Scripture ſeemed to 
you, and many other Theologilts.to be con- 
rraty to it ſelf in many places. Burt he who 
rightly knows how to look into it, in the 
Iizht of the holy Spirit (as you hence-for- 
Ward will be able to do) ſuch a one doth 
plainly krow, how that it agreeth with it 


| feit throvghour, Wherefore now you wil 


begin wiſely ro urderſiand Scripture, and 
rightly to follow the true Pattern and Exeme 
pler of Truth,our LordJefus Chriſt. Now al- 
{o you wut again rake upon you the care of 

Preaching, 
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Preaching , which for ſome time hath been 


intermitted ; that by the Word you may 
edifie and infirut your Neighbours. And 
now the time is come allo , that you muſt 
fercch home your Books again, and fall to 
reading , and peruſing them. And be cer- 
tain , that hereafter, one Sermon of yours 
will be more profitable and fruitful, than a 
hundred ot your tormier; for thoſe that 
ſhall hear you hereafter , will be proficed 
and amended far more, than they bave 
been hererotore; and thar, becauſe the 
Word which you ſhall hereafter urter , will 
flow from a cican veſſel, and therefore will 
be very grateful and acceprable roa clean 
mind, and a lover of God. Furthermore, 
know this, that as heretofore you haye been 
by many accounted contempuble , and ap- 

eared to them diſpicable ; ſo now you 
will appear to them all, an hundred mes 
more amiab'e, and be more acceptable than 
ever hererofore, And now multitudes of peo- 
ple wiil begin to flock together to þ+ar you; 
lo that it will for this cauſe be c#eeding 
good for you,to keep your ſelf very humble, 
and more carefully to watch over your lelf. 
For as you know, he that hath any orear 
Treaſure , hath the more need caretu)ly to 


guard them from Robbers, And certain- 
| iy 


\ 
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ly, thoſe helliſh Robbers , the evil ſpirits are 
very much aftrighted and always terrified, 
as often as they perceive that God Almighty 
hath beftow'd upon any man fo great a trea- 
ſure. And therefore be fare, they will turn 
every ftone,and make uſe of all their fixength 
and cunning,to ſteal from you,or rob you of 
this Treaſure, Therefore it exceedingly con- 
certs you to keep it with all careand vigi- 
lancy, But you will beable, by no means 
berter to preſerys it, then by a filent, true and 
profound humility, Finally , as things are 
with you, there is no more need that for the 
future, I ſhould converſe with you, as an in- 
ſtiuer of you ; No verily, I now exceeding- 
ly defire to be taught by you , and intend 
here to-remain ſo long, till I have heard di- 
verſe of your Sermons. And becauſe (agyou 
have acknowledged) you have felt and ex- 
perienced a certain great power, and ſuch as 
is underſtood both in Nature and Grace , 1 
very much deſire , if the Lord permit that 
you wad again Preach, 

AMAF«r, What advice therefore do you 


oive me, ( dearelt Son ) for I have pawnedF \d 


teveral of my Books, and have taken up upon 
them, no leſs then thirty Crowns, 

Layman. Send ſome body for them ; and 

T on ( Gods behalf) will redeem them , and 

will 
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will give thee ſo many Crowns ; and if after 
ou have redeemed your Books, any thing 
ſhall remain, you ſhall reſtore it to God : {6 
the Books were brought and redeemcd. 
After theſe things, the DoQtor cauſed it to 
be g1yen ont, and ſpread abroad, that upon 
the third day after he intended to Preach, 
which when it was heard, every body much 
wondered; and becauſe of the novelty of the 
thing , a huge multicude of People came to« 
oecher, The Doctor therefore when he was 
come, and ſaw ſo many People come toge- 
ther, got up into the Pulpit, and covering his 
Eyes with his hood, he thus prayed to him- 
ſelf, O Mercyful God f it may be pleaſing to 
thee, grant I may ſo ſpeak and do, as that thy 
moſt acceptable will may be dorie in me, Pre- 
ſently after he had ſpoken theſe Words, a 
pang of weeping without any endeavour of 
his,te]l upon him,& he ſhed many molt tweet 
Tears; which continued fo, long, that the 
People began to be weary of fo redious ex- 
peRation, So that one of the crowd ; laid 
With a loud voyce ; How long (I pray Sir) 
\do you intend to keep us ? Now it grows 
late, and if you will not begin, fay fo, chat 
we may riſe and go home. And when the 
DoRor himſelf did rake notice,thar the time 
was nigh palt ; he ſaid again unto the Lord. 
| | | Ab 
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Ah Merciful Loyd my God, if it be thy will 
ſtop theſe Tears , and grant | may Preach 
this Sermon ! Which thing if thou deny me, 
I fear that thou judgeſt , I have not yes 
been ſuffciently derided , notwithſtanding 


Fullfil 1 me all thy good pleaſure according 


to thy will, But whatever he ſaid, or what- 
eyer he pray'd, he nothing at all availed : but 
tis Tears rather more prevailed. Perceiving 
therefore that it was the Divine will & plea- 
lure ; he {aid to the People weeping. Truly 
beloved , it ſufficiently grieves me chat you 
have been fo long in expeRation, But lo ic 1s, 
that I cannor ar this time bring torth one 
Word, When the People heard this, they 
aroſe and went their way. And firaight- 
way the fame of this paſſage ſpread ir ſelf 
tarough the whole City ; So that then ag21n, 
the DoCtor began to be laugh'd at , and co 
be had in contempt ; every one ſaying ; Sce 
now we perceive as clear as none-day, that 
he is itark mad, and depriyed of his Reaſon 
and Sences, Whereupon his Brethren did 
ſeverely and folemuly ſuſpend him from his 
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Othce of Preaching , telling him that he / \n 


brought upon them no ſmall damage and 
fhame , ſince by his fingular and unuſual 
manner of living, he had weakened his brain, 
Amorg thete troubles , the DoRor ſent for 
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il 1. the Layman, and told him in order all that 
:b | had bctaln him. The Layman anſwered him; 
e, | Be of good courage (worthy Sir) ncither ler 
et | any terror rake hold of you : it is cercain 
's | your affairs were never in ſo good plight as 
's | now they are, for the Omnipoteat God 
t- | Will have you wholly co be his triend. And 
ut U therefore it is probable, that cill chen ſome- 
os || thing of pride lay hid in your mind , which 
.- | now God hath mortified in you ; when be- 
ly I jog ſetup in a high place , after the Example 
u F of Chriſt, you were derided by men. And 
s, | truly you ought with a willing mind to ac- 
e | cept ſo greata Gifrot God;tor be confident, 
y | "what remainder of (in lay hid in you, is now 
- | wholly aboliſhed and caſt out. Wherefore 
If F Sir, be of gocd courage, and humbly bear 
), | with patience this your humiliation, Neither 
o || let this ſeem to you a new and unuſual mart- 
e || ter, for I have alſo known the like befal 
cf others, And take heed that you do in no 
n | wiſe condemn this burden of the Crols, 
d | which the Lord hath fent you. Bur be ad- 
s | viſfed by me, to retive your felt fron, all hu- 
e | * mane converſe, for this five days, in honour 
d | of the five Wounds of Chrift, Afterwards 
1 3 you may ſpeak with your Pryor, and perad*- 
, venture he will permit you to Preach in tome 
x Monaſlcy, Bur if he ſhall deny you , coreat 
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him that he would firft make tryal of you; 
and give you leave once in your Covent, to 
read a Lecture to your Brechren. To all 
which words of the Layman, the DoRor 
yielded obedience willingly ; five days being 
{penr, and leave being asked and obtained © 
the Pryor ; The Doctor read fo excellent a 
LeRure ro his Brethren, that they did all 
exceedingly admire his excellent, Spiritual 
and Divine Doctrine. So that preſently ic 
was concluded by them all in the Chapter- 
houſe , that they would make tryal of 
him once more , granting him leave 
once * more to Preach to the People, 
Wherefore they gave order to one of the 
Brothers, who was to Preach in a certain 
Covent, that after Sermon he give notice to 
the People, that the DoQtor intended the 
next day to Preach in that place. Therefore 
that Brother, atter he had ended his Sermon, 
laid to the People, I am commanded to 
v1ve you notice. that to morroW in the fore- 
none' in this Place, the Door intends to 
Preach. Bur if any thing befal him like that 
which lacely happened ro him , impute 1t in] Bc 
no wiſe to me , ſecing Ido but what Iam 
commanded. Yet take this for certain, that | .._. 
Jacely he read to us in our Covent, ſucha I 
LeRure, fo Excellent, ſo Divine, Protenny 
an 


e 
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ead Spiciual , that many of our fraternity 
dare {ay , they have not theſe many years 
heard fo Divine and Heavenly Do&trine, 
But what he will do before you I know nor, 
The next day after the Door went to the 
Monaftiry appointed ( it was a Monaltry of 
Virgias ; ) And when he was thither come, 
he began his Sermon as followeth, 


A Rare and Devout Sermon, which the 

— Doctor Preached tn a certain Mo- 
naſtery after his Illumination , con- 
cerning Chriſt the true Bridegroom of 
the Soul: and howthe Soul ought to 
follow himin True, Modeſt, Humble 
and Patient Reſignation : and how 
Chrift doth firſt divers wayes prove 
the Soul , and at laſt gratiouſly re- 
cetveth it. ' This Sermon may not 
unfitly be Preached upon the Feſtival 
of ſome Virgine. | 


Behold the Bridegroom cometh, go 
you forth to meet him, AMa.2y. 


T is now two years ago (if I be not 
deceived Dearly Beloyed) fince 1 laſt 
nw ook Preached 
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Preached unto you; and in that my laſt Se 
mon, I delivered to you 24 Particulars , e 

' Articles. And as you may remember , 
was my uſua! cuſtom at that time, to ming 
many Latine Words and. Sentences in m 
Sermons, which for the future I ſhall in ag 
Wiſe do, Buc when I haye a miad cou 
the Laiine tongue, I. wil do it among 
thoſe who are skiltul in that Language, aad 
can underſtand what I: have roſay, I 
now for the obtaining of Divine grace and 
aflitance, ' ler us fay over the Angels Salu 
tation, 

The Verſe which I have pitched upot 
for my Text (Dearly Beloved) and 
which I ſhall confine my ſelf throughout 
my Whole dilcourle, is this -. Bekho/d thilff ; 
eiech, aka cometh, go you forth to mee 

Its 

The Bridegroom, is Chriſt Jeſus; th 
the Spouſe, is humane nature, We there 
fore all (Dearly Beloved | are called Spot 
ſes of Chriſt, and we ought therefore | 
duty to go forth ro meet hum, Burt alas 
the fault is on our parr. For the true Wayt 
and right Pathes , which lead ro meer tl 
Bridegroom » are become very delart ar 
overgrown : And we, alas ! do little ral 
notice of them , and too ſeldom and-ve 
. awed 


= 


rarely now adayes is atly one found;: thax. . 
entred 4hto thole Pathes. But there are 
many other Roads, in which multitudes 00 
aftray. So that rarely do any now ariſe 
and go forth to meetthe Bridegroom , as I 
ſhall God willing hereafter ſhew you- 
But now-, leaſt I ſhould be too redicus, I 
will in ſilence paſs oyer, Bur whereas we 
are all called Spouſes, 1 mult firlt lay open 
what behoveth eyery Spoule to do, that ſhe 
may go forth to meer hec Bridegroom, 
Firlt therefore, it is the duty of every faich- 
ful Spouſe, to be baſhful and modeſt, and 
to avoid all things that may offend her 
Bridegroom ; as for example. fuch as the 
vain glory of this fallacious and ill reward- 
ins world, pride, envy, ar.d other common 
fins of the world : Allo, all the pleaſures 
pf corrupt rature , whether it be in profic 
@r idlenels, or in any other chings whatever, 
dut What are upon a true and zational ac» 
ount neceſlary. And when the Spoute 
ath rejeted ſuch and che like thiags for 
e lave of her Bridegroom Men the 
deginnerh ſomewhat to pleaſe her Bride- 
oom, Secondly, If thou wilt yet more 
eaſe him , ſhe muſt humbly bow and in- 
6 her (elf, and offer up her whole felt 
Wehennn F *_ - ator 
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nnto him, ſaying both with heart and voic 
Ah moſt ſweet Lord and Bridegroom , tho 1 
knoweſt the hearts of all; therefore I dal 
with my whole heart profeſs unto thee, th 
I will "og and a 4 willing mind do all 
whatever I ſhall know or be able,which thi 
teaching me, I ſhall ſee to be acceptabl, 
ard pleaſing to thee, neither will I ever d 
part from thee, but perpetually and with a 


my might cleave unto thee, When there Br 

fore the Spouſe hath thus berhrothedſſ/ the 

her ſelf, the Bridegrogm now turning is 

his face to her, begins to behold her, andſſſ to 

commands that ſome rich Jewel be given Br 

her; you will ask me what Jewel ? _ I an we 

{wer, ſuch an one as this, namely, That (he T1 

be ſuſhced to be exerciſed both inwardly &F up 

ourwardly with divers temptations, as his it 

manner is to do withall his fingular andJ an 

R choice Friends, Then it falls our , that it he 

he Spoule be yet ſomewhat tender and deli Sf 

po Eeacc , ſhe ſtraight addrefles her ſelf co he y* 
SS oroom, ſaying. Ah my moſt merciful 

$4266 .n theſe are exceeding ſtrange 41d be 

{ things, and too too heavy, ſuch ag 4 


elt the like, and they make EB 
fear, bew I ſhall be able to bear 1 
anaſub/iſt under them. Wherefor 
Eaniteat thee, moſt dear Lord, # 
I: : ta 4 
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- take off this burden , and free me of it, 
2080 The Bridegroom anſwereth her ; Tell me 
la my beloved Spouſe, doth it ſeem equitable 
14th to you, thar the: Spouſe ſhould fare better 
(i then her Bridegroom, thou muſt firſt of ne- 


ou ceſlicy in ſome meaſure follow him. And 
bleſy certainly it is altogether comely, juſt and al- 
de-fj fo tollerable, that the Spouſe ſhould endure 
ally ſomething, at leaſt for the love of her 
re Bridegroom When this the pleaſure of 
edFj the Bridegroom is made known, the Spouſe 
nol is tricken wich terrour, and trembling, faich 
nd to the Bridegroom, Oh ! my Lord and 
en} Bridegroom, I beſeech you be not 4g) with 
nj we, for [ am now ready to. obey thee; 
hey T herefore ſuffer "what thou pleaſeſt ro fall 
&F upon me, I will through the affiftance of 
nisY thy grace bear all for thy ſake , willingly 


and contentedly, When the Bridegroom 
hears this, he conceives 2 greater love to his 
Spouſe, And therefore beltows upon her 
pe a more. excellent gift, namely, that all 
-her performances, exerciſes, wayes, and, all 


her works, yea, and at lealt whateyggfhe 
docs or Jeaves undone, although they,heall 
A good in themſelves, yet they (eem to her {elf 
+ Wholly unfayoury. Furthermore , {He ac» 
counts ber whole time loft , whagrgyer- ſhe 

- ſpends ic about, though that whigh ſhe doth 
| F 4: ©. bz 
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be good; and that in all ſhe offends the 
Bridegroom , and continually fears that af- 
ter-this life ſhe ſhall ſuffer 011ev2us puniſh- 
ment for all. Furthermore , this gift is 
oranted her, that ſhe bc ba4 ia aeriton by 
moſt, and chat her whaie hfe and conyerſa= 
tion, as me*r {oily he vilited and fet at 
naught by men But by this mars the 
Sporiie becomes much wre2kacd 1 ner na» 
tuie ; fo that ſhe chicks £v:ry hour ſhe 
ſha!! aye no other deacrh. And whereas 
{he is yer tender, tain hearted, and fearful, 
ſhe is exceeding rercified, Wherefore ſhe 
earneitly calls upon hex Bridegroom, ſaying. 
Why is it, molt {wrer Bridegroom, that thou 
lJeaveſt m2 in chis lad condition , when thou 
notwichſtanding knowelt full well thar I can- 
no: poſſibly undergo it, but it will colt me 
my lite. The Bridegroom anſwers her , 
Why how now my cholen Spoule, if thou 
wilt go forth to meet the Brigdegroom , it is 
equicable and congruous, that thou ſhould(t 
at lealt in ſome things at firft follow him; 
and travail part of the journey he went. 
Whereas therefore the Bridegroom ſuftered 
death for the love of his Bride, and endured 
molt direful torments,and innumerable pains 
33 years , think you ir not congruous to rea- 
lon, and every way fitting, that the *paby 
alto 
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alſo out of love ſhould endure ſome hazard 
of death,Certainly,if your loye were great & 
faichful coward your Bridegroom, it would 
cafily (hurt out all ſuch fear from you, The 
Spouſe fearing,ſuch or the like,anſwers from 
the Bridegroom, is ceaſed upon with excee< 


ding great fear and ſhame : and ſpeaks thus 


from her moſt inward bowels, with heart 
and mouth to her Bridegroom. Now moſt 
loving Bridegroom , I fully underfiand that 
I have done unjuſtly and evilly : and I am 
even oyercome with fear, and do grieye truly 
with my whole heart;becauſe I haye not re- 
honed my lelf faithfully unto thee, eyen un- 
to death, And behold, hence-forward I 
commic my whole ſelf to thee; That what- 
ever thy will and pleaſure is, the ſame may 
be mine , Whether it be ſweet or whether it 
be bitter, whether it be health or whether 
i: be ſickneſs, whether death or life.or whar- 
ever it be that chy pleaſure is ſhall come up- 
on me , ſha'l be welcome to me, And fo 
for the future, I Wholly renounce my own 
will; and fo ſurrender and offer itup to 
thee, as never-more hereafter to re-call it or 
deſire it. 

Tnou alſo moſt merciful Bridegroom, do 
witn me a finful wrerch , whateyer thou 
wile, both in Time ard in Eternity, Por as 
E 2 much 
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much as of me is, I plainly underſtand that 
Iam unworthy that the earth ſhould bear 
me. When now the Bridegroom perceives 
ſo reſolved,ſo conſtant & perteR a will in his 
Spouſe; What do you think he doth to his 
Spoufe ? Even this, he hath mercy on her, 
but how you will ask ? Why thus? He 
will then firſt reach out to her an excellent 
and glorious Cup , namely this, That over 
and above all the preflures, temprations 
and ftraights in which already ſhe is held , 
he permits that far more, and far more grie- 
vous then ever ſhe ſuffered before to fall 
upon her, The Spouſe by this time under- 
Randing this to be the pleaſure of her Bride- 
oroom , ſuffers all willingly and freely , for 
the loye of him. And bowing her felf 
humbly to her Lord, faith ; Even thus moſt 

ear Bridegroom is it moſt firgzng and meer, 
that nut what I will thou ſhouldlt will, bur 
what thy Will and Pleaſure is that I ſhould 
will, Wheretore for thy ſake, I will freely 
and with a willing mind take off this Cup, 
and receive this pift of thine, let it corture 
and afflict my nature as much as it will ; ne- 
yertheleſs, I accept of it as at thy hand. 
Whileſt therefore the Bridegroom in his E- 
gernal Wiſdom beholds this will and reſolu- 
fion in his Spouſe; ſhe is rendred above 
| meaſure 
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meaſure dear unto him. So that even out of 
ſuperabundant love, he permits her to ſuffer 
through her whole nature by the {aid Cup of 

retious afflition given unto her , until ſhe 
be throughly purged and cleanſed from all 
her ſpots, fins, and imperfeQtions, But then 
he faith unto her. Ariſe now my beautiful 
and comely Spouſe , for ow thou art all 
fair, and there is no ſpot in thee ; and with- 
all looks upon her fo amiably, and kindly, as 
is far above all Expreſſion. 

After this the Eternal Father of the Bride- 
eroom cometh alſo to the nuptials, and joy- 
tully faith to them: Ariſe quickly make 
hafte. Ir is time that they be led to the 
Temple, and joyned together in a marriage 
league. And taking both the Bridegroom, 
and the Bride , leads them both together to 
the Temple, and joyns them mutually to 
himſelf, and with fo ſtrong and great a mu- 
tual nuprial love doth couple and bind them 
one to the other ; that neither in time, nor in 
eternity can they ever more be put aſunder, 
or ſeparated one from the other. Now whilſt 
theſe nuprials are celebraticg, the Son the 
Bridegrom faith to his Father : Ecernal and 
moti loviag Father, whom will it pleaſe you, 
{hall be our Cup-bearer , and Comptroller 
of out nuptial Fealts ? The Father made an- 

4 twer, 
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ſwer, and ſaid : This office and buſineſs be- 


longs to the Holy Gheſt, and he ſhall be 
the Governour of the Feaſt that day. Pre- 
ſently without any delay , that Magnificent, 
Higheſt, and Molt adorable Cup- bearer 
eives the Spoule to dripk , and take off ſuch 
an overflowing Cup of Love , that ſhe is 
wholly oyerflowed, and drowned in Chari- 
ty ; and altogether flowes forth,and is diflol- 
ved, and mclced into her Brideoroom. And 
falling into an Exſtafte, ſhe becomes fo drunk 
even with over much Love , tbat ſhe looleth 
ard forgetteth her felf, and all other Crea- 
tures, both ſuch as are in time, and ſuch as 
are in Eternity, For truly (beloved ) who- 
ever aita'neth to theſe nuptials,the fame then 
fult is arrived at the very crue folemnity of 
Joys indced, ard of Eternal nuptials, And 
whoſoever is made ſuch a Spoule, luch a one 
1s become a true Worſhipper ; adoring the 
Father in Spirit and Truth : and the lame 
hath found peace and joy in the Holy Gholt, 
For verily in theſe-nupvuals there is joy upon 
Joy : as alfo there the peace is greater , and 
Trwmphant joy more abundant in one hour, 
thea all Creainres whether in time, or in 
Ererrity can make, For the joy, which the 
Spouſe here rakes in her Bridegroom, and re- 
ceives from him, is ſuch, and fo great , that 

r0 
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tio Reaſon , no Senſe can poſſibly underſtand 
It, acta1n to it, or be capable of i:, Ar theſe 
words, One cryed out With a lond voyce : It 
Is trne. it 15 true, it is true, And immediat! 
fell tro che Earth,as if he had been dead. Art 
which ſight,a certain Woman ſpake aloud to 
the Doetor, give oyer Maſter DoGor, or elſe 
this mana will give up the Gholt in our arms. 
The Doctor anſweared ? Well dearly be- 
loved, if it ſeems good to the Bridegroom to 
take away with him this Spouſe , we ought 
willingly to leave her to him. But be ye fi- 
lent a hittle while, for 1 ſhall eyen now make 
Ali end. 

Let us all (I befeech you, Cearly beloved) 
Jer us all with one conſent lift up our voyces 
unto Heaven, uato the Lord, imploring his 
mercy. For truly, it is a thing extreamly to 
be bewailed by us, that we ſhould be made 
luch Fools, 1o dull, and fottiſh ; as thar, not- 
wichſtanding we are none of us ignorant, how 
we are all called the Spoules of God yet 
ſcarce one of us, or very rarely, hath the 
courage to hazard his Nature, 1n manfull 
tollowing the Bridegroom. unn] he be found 
worthy t9 be made, partaker , and taſte by 
EXPETIEnCc {omewhahar leaſt of che wonder- 
full ard molt pleaſant folemnization, of theſe 
ſupream Triumphs, and moſt happy ouptials. 

a Veiily, 
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Verily, in theſe latter times there are but fewſthe 
ſuch found , as do in truth go forth to meetÞther 
the Bridegroom ; ſuch, as of old time thereand 
were many. Wherefore it exceedingly conFnon 
cerns every one, to examine, and ſeriouſlyſlja t 
and diligently to try himſelf , and to have afoiye 
vigilant care of himſelf : For now the time]; n 
draws near , andiseven at the door, whenffaid 
the greaceſt part of men will indeed. haveſſthe 
Eyes , and yet ſce not, and Ears , and yet]ano 
hear nor. Yexc 
Wherefore now, my dearly beloved,come 
on, let us all do our utmoſt endeavour to 
come to the experiencing of theſe moſt plea- 
fant, & even too too happy nuptials,But that 
] may purſue my purpole, & come to a con- 
cluſion ; After that the Bridegroom and t 
Bride are gone aſunder, & withdrawn each 
from other, & the Bride again coming to her 
ſelf, perceives that ſhe is yer left in this rimeP] Br 
of exile,ſhe ſaith to her ſelf, Ah me miſerable] or, 
wretch, am I here again ? And begins to befſ cet 
ſomewhat fad. But ſhe is now ſo modelt, ſofÞ m; 
ſank into the depth of humility , and finally} tec 
{o perfeftly , and fundamentally reſigned to 
her Bridegroaom, that ſhe durſt in no meaſure th 
cthink of the injoying , or defiring his com- m 
pany, for ſhe yery well knowns, thatſhe is} {© 


\ alcogether unworthy of ir, Notwithſtanding Þ ty 
the 
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the Bridegroom negle&s not ever now and 
then to have an Eye upon his fair beloved, 


Jand deareſt Bride , knowing full well that 


none can comfort her but himſelf, And now 


ſia the winding up of my Diſcourſe , let me 


give you this caution (dearly Beloved.) Let 


Fit not ſeem ſtrange unto you , what I have 


fid unto you touching the Diſcourſe, which 
the Bridegroorn and theBride haye with one 


MF another. Certainly no man can belieye, 


except he have had experience of it ; whac 


J ftrange kind , and unheard of Diſcourſes the 


Bride hath wich the Bridegroom; Neverthe- 


4Þ leſs che Holy Scriptures alſo oft make men- 


tion, how a Joying and devoted Soul Dif- 
courſes with the Bridegroom, and in ſuch a 
manner , that her words hardly will bear 
ſenſe with them, Which alſo ſometimes 
happens even at this day ; namely, that the 
Bride uſeth ſuch expreflions to the Bride- 
oroom, that if any one heard them, he would 
certainly ſay , ſhe were either drunk or 


j mad. But I fear ( Beloved) I am too 


tedious, 

God therefore and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
the crueBridegroom orant,that we may be all 
made his true Spouſes, and beable to go 
forth to meet him in true and great Humilt- 
ty, and deep and perfeRt refignation "On 

{elves 
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ſelyes to him, to the Praiſe and Glory of the 
Almighty God, Amey, 


Of certain wonderful Things, which be- 
fel ſome upon the Hearing the fore- 
gong Sermon,which afterwards were 
underſtood. From whence we may 
take notice , How great things God 
worketh by fit Inſtruments 5 namely, 
by the Sermon of any one I{lumimatea 
Mans ,much more thenby the Sermons 
of an hundred others, 


tHI S Sermon being ended, the Maſter 

went into the Temple , diſpatched Di- 
vine S:rvice, and adminiltred the Holy Sa- 
crament of the Lords Body to very many 
g00J] men. But in che Garden of the Mo- 
naftry , there remained fitting above fourty 
men. Which thing che Layman had taken 
nouce off, And when the Sacrament was 
erded , coming to the Doctor , he told him 
of it: and raking him with him, led him to 
ehe place, where he might lee ir, But in th! 
mean time , whilſt the Matter was 2d nint- 
ſtring the Sacrament , all were riſen, except 
twelve , whom they found ſinung there fill, 


Wren 


the 
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When the Malier ſaw this , he ſaid tothe 
Layman : Dear Son , what ſhall wedo to 
thele men ? Then the Layman went -to them, 
and touched, and jogoed them one by one, 
but they feir nothimp , and ſeemed to be no 
otherwiſe then dead, At which the Maſter 
did cot a littie wonder, for he had neyer ſeen 
any ſuch thing in the leaſt before, And faith 
again to the Layman ; Think you S2n that 
thele men are dead ? The Layman ſmiling 
ſaid, if they be dead, it is the faulc of you, 
and the Bridegroom. 

Maſter. It the Bridegroom kave a hand 
with me in the buſineſs , we ſhall cafily find 
a Remedy for this evil. 

Layman. You need not at all doubt Sir, 
but that all theſe men ſhall live yer in rime ; 
and I could wiſh, that you wouid {peak to 
the Holy Virgins of this Moraltery , that 
they would caule them to be carryed with- 
in the firſt Cloiflers of their Monaſtery, to 
ſome warm place, leaſt by reafon of the 
damp eround they ſhould catch harm, Ac- 
cordingly it was done ; the Virgins very 
modeſily commanding chem to be carried 
into warm Rooms :. and they told the Do- 
Qtor , that they allo had one of their Sifters 
rapped into an exltafie , and lying upon her 
Bed, whicher rchey had carryed her as one 

dead, 
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dead, The Maſter anſwered them, I beſeech 
you (Beloved) be not troubled at this thing, 
bur whea any of them comes to themſelyes, 
oiye them (if chey will take ir) ſome kind of 
warm broth. The Virgins anſwered him, 
That they would willingly do. And fo the 
DoRor together With the Layman departed, 
and wear together to the Doors Cell : 
Where the Layman faid to the DoRor, 
What think you, Reverend Sir, did eyer the 
like matcer befal you ſince you were born ? 
you fee now , what great things God doth 
work by a fir Inſtrument. And I doubt 
not, but very many more will be ſenſible of 
this your Sermon, and what was done at it ; 
For they will tell one another. Wherefore 
I ſhall like it well, if you pleaſe , that you 
would fuffer- theſe your weak Sons and 
Daughters to reſt a while, For truly , this 
Sermon will find them work enough for a 
long time. Bur I yerily think many would 
reap much benefir , if you would likewiſe 
( God permitting ) Preach to the ſecular 
men, For now during this time of Lent, they 
will more readily run to Sermons, And [ 
believe, very many will flock rogether the 
more , becaule of this Sermon, which you 

preached to day, 
Maſter, If you adyice me to it ( dear 
Son) 


of Do#tor John Thauler. 


Son) I will willingly follow your counſel, 
And ( asI remember ) this next Sabbath 
day, is the Feaſt of the Virgin to. Gar- 
trude. 

Layman, And pray what is the Goſpel 
appointed for that day ? 

Maſter. It is concerning the Woman 
taken in adultry, and brought to Chriſt. Buc 
whatever the Goſpel be tor chat day, I in- 
tend not to ſtick only to that; But will eafily 
take from thence ſome ſentence or other, 
which ſhall be the ſcope of my whole Ser> 
mon ; and from it J] will take occaſion as 
Diviae Grace ſhall aflit me , to ſer before 
Mens Eyes their tins and Iniquities. Neither 
do I much care, what becomes of me for {o 
doing. Though I ealily believe that firſt 


this will be my portion ; my Brethren will 


do what they can co expel me ou: of the 
Monaſtery ; for I am reſolyed neither to flac- 
ter them, nor any body elſe : bur will imply 
ſpeak the naked truth, as the Lord ſhall en- 
able me : neicher will I balk that, chongh I 
ſhould be therefore to ſuffer death. 

Layman. Truly ( I believe Sir) for thele 
two or three hundred years, or more by paſt, 
there hath not beea ſo much need, to ſpeak 
the naked Truth ſimply and ſeriouſly, as now 
ia theſe our days. Wheretore be nor at all 
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moved with whatever can happen, Forif 
you be not ſuffered to abide here, you may 
be ſome where elie : and whereloever you 
be, God will in no wiſe forſake you. The 
Maftec therefore gave order to one, that at 
the end of .his Sermon he ſhould give notice 
to the People, that he intended co Preach the 
next Sabbath day,which was confecrated to 
St.Gartrude. When that day came , a very 
oreat multitude of Men of divers ranks came 
together, to hear the Doors Sermon. Who 
coming at the time appointed , Thus began 


his Ditcourle, 


A Sermon of the Dottors Preached to the 
- _ , nwhich be ſharply reproves 


VN Hat ſhall T ſay , or where ſhall I 
begin my Diſcourſe (Deatly Belo- 
ved) ) ſeeing tis obvious to every Eye , how 
11l it is with us in many things, ad unleſs 
we amend our Lives , undoubtedly things 
will orow worſe, and worſe and more da 
oerous ? Bur before I enter upon my Diſ- 
courſe, I earneltly beg this of you all ; that 
none of you would Prake thar erieyouſly, 
which I ſhall ſay unto you, For ruly, it 1$ 
more ncedfu] at this time to ſpeak the Truth 


plainly, 


eſs 
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plainly ; and openly , then it hath been any 
time theſe rwo or three hundred years, or 
upwards, Whereupon -1 have reſolved with 
my ſelf to-reprove the' Faults of us all in 
one , and got at all ro flatter any man 
ut Without any daubing; obſcure gloſſes, or 
conimetits,” to ſpeak ſimply -and nakedly, 
Whatever the Lord ſhall teach, or ſuggeſt to 
me\: being ready. for the Love of God, ro 
undergo any thing tharſhall be laid upon me 
for this cauſe, - But if T ſhall be hindred by 
the ſhortneſs of the time, to finiſh now what 
I have to ay, I ſhall at another time (f li- 
berty be granted me)- make an end of its 
Truly, 1 have purpoled to handle fo many 
things in this Sermon , that I will neither 
meddle with the Goſpel for the day ,' nor 
ſpeak any thing of bleſſed Gartrude,tco whom 
the day 1s conlfecrared , nor mingle any La- 
tine ſentences in my Diſcourſe, that ſo I may 
have the longer time co ſpeak what I intend. 
I have only caken for-my Text a Verle or 
two our of this days Golpel , upon which I 
will only infilt, The Words are theſe, 
The Phariſees bringins a Woman taken 
in eAdultry to our Lord, ſet ber in the midſt, 


and accuſed her, that (he ought to be ftoned, , 


The Lord ſaid un;o them, He that i with- 
our Sim amorg you , let him caſt the firſt 


ſtone. G W hea 
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When they heard this, they wefit one af+ 
ter another out of the Temple, Verily 
(Beloved) ifin theſe our days,our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould ſpeak the ſame Words to us 
Chriſtians ; I verily believe, very few of us 
could remain behind, who ought not to go 
forth. And leaft whilſt I am reprovi 
others for their faults , I ſhould ſeem to iy, 
by my own,and the fins of our Order ; I will 
begin with my ſelf, and my Brethren, the 
Preachers and Confefſors. How many think 
you of us, would ſtay behind upon theſe 


. Words of our Saviour, who being conſcious: 


to themſelves of no fin , would not be com- 
pelled to go forth ? Truly we are called, and 


accompted poor , and live upon the Patri-: 


mony of the Crucifix , that is , upor the 
Almes of the faithful. Bur how worthily in 


all things we anſwer this our calling , the: 
Lord knows , and the Devil knows. Truly: 


I tear there are very few among us, Who in 
hearing confeflions do purely loye God, and 
aim at his Glory: Of which thing this is 
an evident Argument, that for the molt part, 
we are more ready-to hear the confeflions of 
the Rich , than of the Poor. And that this 
is ſo, is plain by this, If any ſuch of us be 
taking the confeſſion of. any Poor man ; and 
word be brought us that fucha Lord , or 


fuch. 
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Tuch a Lady is come , we preſently artſe-in 
haſt , and Aieniffing the Poor man, hie us 
away to my Lord , or to my Lady, And 


why is this? but becauſe we are covetous, 


and love honour, and are tickled, if we can 
make our braggs, that more Lords and La- 


dies make their confeſſions to us , then to 


others : in the mean time we make mention 
of the Poor Saints, But how, and in what 
manner we behave our {elyes towards thoſe 
Rich ones , God the righteous Judge 
knoweth, Certainly it is our duty to teach 
them the- way of Truth, and uprighineſs,and 
in what manner they ought to lead their 


-hves ; and not, when they dehre to have 


their wicked and unlawful cuſtomes in- 
duloed, and permitted, to frame and invent 
many ſubtil Gloſles,and ſhitcs, and tell them 
their leud cuſtoms are not repugnant to the 
Scriptures. Nevertheleſs we tell chem, that 


Which is falſe, For the Scripture no where 


faith, that covetouſneſs, pride luxury,or the 
like fins may be induleed,or permitred; Nei- 
ther is this any other than the inventions and 
council of the malignant one. Whetetore 
(my Beloved) thoſe of us, as are ſuch Con- 
feflours , do ſhew unto you not the way of 
truch, bur the way of perdition - and fo 


we firlt run head-long into the Pit of eter- 
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nal perdition, and then allo lead you alofg 
with us into the ſame; there is onely this 
difterence,chat we ſhall be thruſt lowermolt, 
and you caſt upon us into thoſe —_ Bu 
though ye rich men are not ſo deeply plun- 
oed 1nto thoſe pains as we ; yet your con 
dition ſhall not therefore'be the better ; ſce- 
ing your own Reaſon , and Conſcience of- 
ten tells you , that we in 8o wiſe ſhew unto 
you the right, and ſafe way. Furthermore, 
We in duty ought allo (beloved) when we 
are in the Pulpit , to preach uato you the 
righe way, and in few words, without ly- 
ing and gloſſing , to ſhew unto you the very 
truch, Which if it ever were needful-to do, 
is now much more needful, Bur alas! the 
moſt of us, are too too fooliſh , and co- 
wardly , and ftand more in awe of mes, 
than of God. Now the reafon of this is, 
that in theſe our times , matters are come 
to that paſs, that if any of us will ſpeak 
the very truth , he will hardly be rollerated 
almoſt in any Monaftery, nor ſuffered to 
Preach : and preſently another ſhall be put 
into his place, who wil) reje&, and confute 
whatever the former hath 1aid. 

Truly (Bcloved) things are'nor right a- 
mong us; therefore I wi!l not be partial, 


bur ſpeak the: Truch, Nay, rather I will 
. | (a8 


of Do#or John Thauler; 


(as the Lord ſhall enable me) fimply ſet 
before all our eyes in general, of whar (tace 
or condition ſoeyer we be, our vices , and 
failings : ler what will befal me therefore; 
I will endure ic all willingly, for the loye of 
my Lord God. He of you (Beloyed) 
who is withour (in, (if chere be ſuch a one) 
let him caſt the firſt Rone ar them I haye 


'| mentioned, What I have hitherto (poken, 


may, at the firſt view, ſeemas if I bad onel 

aimed at my Brethren of 6ur Otder, Bur 
my intention was nothing leſs, than onely co 
mark out them : bur my reptoof was dire- 
Qed agzinlt all thoſe, together wich our 
ſelves, who hear confeffions , and are 
Preachers of the Word : whether they be 
Paſtors, or Prieſts, or -of ſome Religious 
Order , of what rank ſoever they be, to 
whom the aforeſaid Authority is commirced, 
and given: To allthele (I would haye 
you to underfiand) was my diſcourſe dire- 
Qed. Here now I ſhould lay ſomething of 
the Biſhops and other Prelates of great Au- 
thority , and Power, who hold many 
Churches, But I ſuppoſe here is not any one 


preſent, Nevertheleſs, leaſt any ſhould 


think, chir if I paſs over theſe in falence, I 
do it for fear of them , or upon ſome other 
conſideration, as if I would flatter, and ſeek 
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to curry fayour; I ſhall (I fay therefore) 
ſay ſomerhing of them : and there will not 
be wanting ſome, or other it may be,that will 
eo and tell them what I ſay ; which thing 
I ſhall not atall miſlike, nor be troubled ar, 
Certainly, in whar Province foeyer any Bi- 
ſhoprick 1s, the Biſhop is the Paſtor of that 
Province, how far ſocyer the bounds of his 
Juriſdition or Dioceſs extends, He is, I ſay 
the Paſtor , and Head of his Biſhoprick , 
and thar, for to feed his Peoplez and to 
take all vigilant care, that the whole Flock 
committed to his charge , be trained up in 
th: due obſervarticn of Chriſtian Rehgion,and 
Chriſtian Ordinances, Bur alas! when as 
now for the moſt part the Paſtors are blind, 
no wonder, if their ſheep 0 altray, and 
become a prey for Wolves, But what need 
]. uſe many words, when you eaſily perccive 
whac I hntat? 1 fear cruly, thac many of 
pur great Pricfis, and potent Prelates, who 
hoid at cone time many Churches, are like* 
wile held and entangled themmſelyes in many, 
and prievous tins ; and are ſomerimes even 
worſe than thieves. and robbers; for theſe 
onely rob men of their Goods , but theſe 
wicked, and winworthy -Priefts.rob 3nd plun- 
der eyen God of his Goods ; for all Church 
livings are Gods, and his Almes, Which of 

| riott 


4 


of Doftor John Thauler. 


right he hath given to none, but to ſuch, ag 
are careful to ſpend them in his ſeryice. Bur 
when it comes to pals, that ſucha Prieſt lo- 
den with many Churches, dyes, what kind 
of Will and Teſtament leaveth he to his 
Heirs? Verily, a lamentable one; for the 
ſame way,which he walked in himſelf,doth 
he ſhew unto his Heirs, For his Heirs 
preedily catch his Goods, and haften wich 
them to the ſame place of Perdition, whi- 
ther he is gone before, Ar leaſt if they dye 
without Reftitution, I am notable in a 
ſhort Diſcourſe to expreſs, how dangerous 
their eſtate and condicion is. But let him 
who is without ſin among you, caſt the firſt 
ſtone at them. | 
And'now in the next place, I muſt have 
a word: to the Secular Prieſts , of inferi- 
our rank ; many of whom (I fear) do too 
too (infully, and dangerouſly lead rheir lives : 
Plainly , whatever Prieſt follows the courſe 
of Gameſters, and Fornicators, {uch a one 


' is worſe than Judas, who betrayed our 


Lord and Saviout : as it may eaſily be pro- 
ved. 

For Judas was a thief, a (lippery fellow, 
a berrayer of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Bur 
2 Prieſt, he hath an Eccleſiaſtical Benefhice, 
which is Gods, who therefore hath granted 
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it to him, that he ſhould perform his Office, 
and permits him to. take of irwhat us neceſly 
fary for life, and what he cannot without inw 
convenience want.; - bur if any thing remain, 
over and above, ſeeing that is rotally Gods z 
if he reſtore not to God in his poorMembers, 
but ſpends it upen ſome other unlawful 
uſe ; ſuch a one truly commits a worſe theft 
than Fadas did, For fuch a Prieſt conſumes 
the Goods of his God at Dice; and divers 
other wayes doth- wait the Almes given to 
the poor, truly worſe than Judas did, Fur- 
thermbre,ſuch a Pricfi with the lame impure 
hands, fears not to handle his God upon the 
Alcar ,, with which he hath tcuched filthily 
a vile Harlotz and Kkifſeth her with the 
jame mouth, by which Godentred; and 
gives her his heart, which he ought to de- 
vote to God alone; and ar laſt breaks his 
Vow, and Oath, which he made unto God, 
and therewith berrayes God,when he joyrns 
himſelf to a woman,when as he ought to be 


united to God onely. ; neither doth it ſuffice 


him , to do this (as Judas did) but once, 
bur he doth ir often, Truly, J-das did þut 
orce 1eceive the Lord in the Sacrament; and 


feradventure he neither was conſecrated, as | 


is the Prict}, nor had made a Vow of conti- 


* NELCE, as doth the Prictt, From hence 


thcig- 


of Dofor John Thauler, 


therefore do you, your ſelves now judge 
(Beloved) whether ſuch a Prieſt be nor 
worſe than eyen 7#das himſelf, Verily , I 
am lufficiently atraid, that many now adayes 
out-firip 7#das, But let all ſuch (I beſeech 
them) conſider the frailty of their condition, 
and uncertainty of their life, and from their 
hearts amend their lifes; which of all 
things doth molt concern them, Truly, I 
capnot but extreamly wonder, that any wo- 
man can be guilty of ſo much preſumption, 
as to dare to ſuffer her ſelf once to be touch- 
ed by any Prieff, But now if Secular 
Prieſts , who are tubjeR to the foreſaid vi- 
ces , are worſe than Judas the Traytor : 
we, who are called the Religious, and live in 
Sacred Monaſtical Orders, if we commit 
the like , we certainly are yet far mare 
wicked, - But if a Prelate commit ſuch 
like, his fins are yer more grieyous. If a 


| Biſhop , he ſins yet more notorious, If 


laflly the Pope, his fins of all others were 
the worſt,and molt heavy,For by how much 
the higher rhe ſtation is, by fo much the 
more grievous is the fall, and greater the 
faulc, But if a Virgin dedicated to God, a 
Monaſtical Virgin,ſhall commit any of theſe 
things, ſhe doth excceding enormouſly {ins 
For ſuch a one cught both in body,and Soul 
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to conform her ſelf according to the example 


of the Virgin Mother. For as our Lady 
the Glorious Virgin, brought forch her onl 
Son Withour any violation of her Virginity 
jo all the eonſecrated Virgins have made a 
Vow to follow the example of che Moſt 
Biefled Mother, in all chaſtity ; that they 
may be the better enabled to breed, and 
bring forth God,the Son- of God continually 
in their hearts, But who is there here withs 
out ſin? If ſuch a one there be , let him 
firſt caſt a frone at all theſe, 1 have mentio« 
ned, 

Bur now whilt I Hay over-long in repro- 
ving onely Spiricual Perſonas, or the Clergy z 
you Seculars and Lay-people may ſuppole I 
have forgor you: Therefore now I mult 


bring you forth into view allo. For net-, 


ther are you Without fin ,. but evenas we, 
fo are ye in many things reproveable, But 
there is no reaſon, Why any one ſhould caſt 
all that is faid, upon another ; but rather 
examine himſelf, and his own heart; where 
I believe (if he do ir as he ought) he will 
had fo much, buſineſs at home, that he will 
hardly be mindful of others faults, Bur I 
beſeech you(Beloved)do not rakc grievouſly 
thoſe things, Which I am now abour to 
fpcaſr, Truly, 1 fhail begin with the Su- 
| pream 
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pream Judges and Magiſtrates of this City, 
You therefore my Lords the Judges & Ma- 
oiſtrates, (if any of you be here) tell me I 
beſeech you, how (tands it, and what agree- 
ment is there berween you and God ? Ye 
your ſelyes know that ye admit no man into 

our Order, except he be of ſufficient age, 
and have his Jawfal Wife. And this you do 
juſtly enough, But why this is done, ye do 
not in the mean time well underſtand. Here- 
tofore in old time, the antient Judges did ve- 
ry carefully and with much prudence ena& 
this ; that no young men ſhould be admirred 
in their Ocder ; but ſuch as had firft arrived 


-at a Juſt age; that fo in that time they 


might afain to the knowledge of the Civil, 
Imperial, and Provincial Laws ; and learn 
the Laws of their Anceſtors , and Statutes 
of their Countrey. And when they had ar- 
rived at a fitting age, and had thoroughly 
learned all theſe Lawes; 1f they were allo 
ult men, and endowed with the fear of the 
Lord; ſo that they might be accounted 
worthy of truſt , and fir for ſuch an Office ; 
then at laſt did the Antiencs chuſe them, and 
receive them iaro their Number. Thartall, 
who are of your Order , -ought to have 
lawful Wives , It was therctore ordained, 
leaſt they ſhould &defire in their hearts or 
minds 
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minds any other women , beſides their ow 
Wivyes, Here now, I beſeech you, my 
Lords examine your ſelyes , whether you be 
exact Immitators of your Anceſtors, , T rus 
ly, it doth not ſo appear ro me, For yol-ad- 
mit many into your Order for favour and af- 


_ feion onely ; and admit ſuch to fit upon 


. . . - . 
the Judgement Sear, who, as it is ſuſhcient- 
ly known, 'have no tear of God; love ri- 
ches , and receive money where ever they 


can ger it, caring not at all wherher lawfully 


or. uniawfully, But cruely ſuch gifts and 


rewatds, which are thus received , Whillt 


they are in Judgement, do ſubyerr, and per- 
vert Judgement and Juftice, 


Furthermore, you receive Adulterers into' | 


our Number, which, yet is altogether un- 
lawful, and in ſpecial manner forbidden, that 
ſuch ſhould be admitted to fit in Judge- 


ment; whoſe lives are contrary to God,-and_ 


o00d Lawes. And for this cauſe oftentimes 
falſe , and unjuſt Judgements are paſſed 
Which doubtleſs the Lord God,the Supream 
Judge, will heavily revenge at the laſt day, 
upon all thoſe, who have given them, For 
the Lord himſelf hath appointed Juſtice ; 
and Judgement 1s his, If any one therefore 
turn Gods Juſtice, into Injuſtice z; he will 
certainly not ſuffer it long to paſs unrevenged. 
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Behold my Lords, ye that are Judges and 
Rulers of the People, I bave cholen to be- 


gin wich you ; becauſe you hold the Su- 


pream Power of Judicature, _ If you there= 
fore reform and amend the Supream Judi- 
catories , of which ye are Preſidents ; the 


interiour will eafily after your example be 


reformed ; beeaule your Authority will 
ſway with them, and bring it to paſs. But 
if there be negle@ on your part ia this mat- 
ter ; What ever is done amiſs ia inferiour 
Courts, Will be charged upea you, as being 
moſtly the cauſe of it, Beheve me, your 


condition is very dangerous, Except you a= 


mend your lifes- For doubles Juſtice is no 
{mall martec in the Gght of God; but is 2 


buſineſs full of difficulty. And we fee in 


the Old Teſtament, how God was wont 
orjievouſly to revenge unjult Judgements, A= 
dultery, and Pride: And doubtleſs be 
doth the ſame at this day ; although we are 
grown ſo ſottiſh , and fupid, as not to per- 
ceiveit, Beloved, if ir be not Bburdenlome 
to you, I will briefly cell you a ſtrange, and 
terrible thing; namely , how great miſ- 
chiefs, and grieyous (ins had their rife from 
one ac of Adultery, withia chele tew years, 


Neither will I cell you a Dream, or a Fable; 


but what I my (elf know to be true, When 


I 
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I were in the thirtieth year of my age , afid 
by the Order of my Superiours followed my 
Studies in a certain Town; I be came fami. 
larly acquainted wich two Citizens of the 
place, They were both young men , and 
very rich Merchants, Theſe. two loved 
one the other entirely, and managed their 
Trade in common : they had both of them 
yourg Wifes much alike ; who did alſo no 
eſs love one another, And when it hap- 
pened at any time, that either of them went 
from home about buſineſs ; (ſuch truſt and 
confidence had they in each other) he al- 
wayes committed his Wife , his Houſe, and 
all his Goods to the others care, It fell our, 
that after I had been acquainted with them 
about a year, One of their Wives, came 
to me at a certain time, and privately told 
me., with a mournful voice, and man 
tears ; That ſhe had been, of a long time, 
an heinous finner, and that ſhe ſhould be 
no better than a fire-brand of Hell, Which 
when ſhe had ſaid, ſhe ſhed ſuch abandance 
of tears, that ſhe could not ſpeak one word 
more : 1 being moyed with her tears, and 
{uftering witn her, in her ſorrow, I defired 
her to lay open the cauſe of ſo great a ſad- 
neſs , promiſing her, by Gods afſifiance, 


ker 
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4 | her faithful Council, Ar haſt, ſhe taking 
y heart, ſhe ſaid, Ah Sir, my Daughter N, 
i. | is not ligitimate , bur begot in adultery by 
ke | my Husbands Friend. For when , above 
i& | five years ago, my Hugband was a greac 
> | while from home, his Friend upon a certain 
ir | ume, abuſing char roo much confidence, 
m {| which: you know, we have in one another; 
no | whilſt we were familiarly converfing toge- 
p= ther, fell at laſt in che fin of adultery with 
ne | me; and of him I conceived my foreſaid 
id | Daughter N. Furthermore to aggravate 
\1- | my damnation, I never made contethion of 
ad | this fin, after this my fall ; but like the Tray- 
, || *or Judas , have nine times fince recei- 
my ved with polluced heart and mouth, 
ne | the molt Holy Body of our Lord, When 
14 | Iheard this, 1 wiſhed her , if ſhe defired 
ay | right advice, to tell me thenaked truth , 
P whether ſhe had more chen once layn wich 
be | that adulterer ; and alſo, whether he knew 
ch | that her Daughter N. was his, or no, She 
ce | anſwered, that they had bur once ({he 
rd | thanked God ) committed that fin, and tha; 
ad | they had both ſo much repented chem ot- it, 
ed {that if ir could be, they would give any 
de | Money it were uadoae, Neither could. he 
-e, | poſſibly ever know chat N. was his Daugh- 
ye [ir ; becaule ſhe fos certain realons had al- 
cf Waycs 


102 The Hiftory of the Life 
wayes kept that ſecret to her elf, I adviſed | yy, 
her therefore firſt, that ſhe ſhould find out, | gy 
ſome way, whereby ſhe mighr {ately de. 
clare the whole matter to her Husband, 
To which ſhe anſwered , that ſhe durſt} 
no wiſe do that, For, it my Husband (fſaid} 
ſhe) ſhould come to the knowledge of this, 
Iam certain, that he would either kill rhe 
adulterer rogether with me, or elſe be kil. 
led by him ; and fo this thing would ſtraight 
be ſpread abroad among che vulgar. Then 
ſaid I, if you dare not atrempr this Couns 
ſel ; yer art leaſt do this by all means ; pro» 
cure that your illigitimate Daughter be pla- 
ced in ſome Monaſtery , and let her in no 
caſe have poſſeſſion of any part of your 
Husbands eſtate,together with his true Heirs, 
to their dammage, and the erernal damna« 
tion of your Souls; for if ſhe ſhould inhe« 

. Tit any part of your Husbands eſtate , ſhe 
would poſſeſs itunlawfully. And you may 
tell your Husband , that yeu have deyored 
thar Daughter to Religion , and be urgent} anc 
with him, co ſuffer you to fulfil your Vow. my 
Accordingly the woman did very ofc en-| cg; 
deavour it; and I backing her , tryed by ſhe 
many reaſons to perſwade her Husband ; Þ for: 

| but all our endeavours were in vain. Atl eq 
laſt I again cold ber plainly , chat if ſhe dex 
: | would 
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would deliver her own Soul , ſhe muſt find 
out ſome means, in the ſweerelt manner ſhe 
could poſſibly , to declare the whole watter 
to her Husband ; char ſo he might not take 
the buſineſs fo heinouſly, as ſhe teai'd ; and 


this, before her Daughter be diſpoſed of in 


marriage ; that ſo at laſt ſhe might be deli- 
yered from this dangerous and croubleſome 
remorſe of Conſcience. Bur res ſhe was 
too long in ſulpence ; Ir fel! out that the two 
Merchants, by the Mediation ai.d counſel of 
Friends, made up 2 match berween the ones 
Son, and the others 1i/ppoled Daughter ; but 
indeed berween the Bro:her and Sitter, who 
beirg chus inceltuouily joyncd , w onderfully 

loved one the other W hen I bet e!d fo great 
niqui y, out of pity ſuffericg with theſe 
miſerable People; | ryed divers waycs, if by 
any means they might be ieperoted che ore 
from the other. Bur whea I fiw TI avail:d 
nothing, and that the fore-namrd Virgin N. 
was with child by her Brother, ner! {Yu Þ& rd 

and being called home by the commands of 
my Superiours ; I counitlled ter , thar had 
commicred the firſt Sin ard Adulcery . that 
ſhe ſhould diſcover in confeffion her whole 
ſorrow to one Brother N. a pious and learn= 
el man, and follow his advice. And lo I 


departed, 
; HH Put 
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But how unhappily thele marters afrer= 
wards ſucceeded wi:h them, (as that Brother 
wrote m2 word ) Iam hardly able to exs 
prels And truly , all this Story is of my 
own kaowledpe. Therefore how man 
wes, may chere be of B:ochers and Sis 
l 


ers, and ocher near kindied, which I know: 


nothing of , 

joyned toge her 1a Matrimony, Icu'y , I 
fear, that there isa certain Facher (which 
verily is not fi: to be ſpoken of ; that doth 
commit Inceft and Adulcry with his own 
Daughter, Paainly (B:loved)/ir can not be 
ſpoken how many and grievcus fins have 
their birth and original our of Luxury and 
Adulcry. Take it for certain, that Adultry is 


an enormous crime and very odious to God. 


Therefore | hath Hell enlarged it's mouch 
without bound. Believe me an Adulterer, or 
Adultercſs 15 in a manner worſe then a Thief 
or Robber. For a Thief,and a Robber do but 
take away a man's temporal Goods, Bur an 
Adulterer, or Adultereſs, do commit a more 
heinous crime by committing Adulcry. For 
God himſelf inſtiuced Matrimony , and 
therefore ir is properly His, and He himſelf 
doth ſo ftrongly joyn twain mucually toge- 
ther in all tai hfulieſs , that they are called 
one Body, ard ought not to be guilcy of the 

; leaſt 


winch may in other places be 1 


2 a» <q QE 


( 
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leaſt unfaithfulnefs one to the other , ſince 
they have both yowed and promifed to 
God , that they would corfiantly be faithful 
the one to the ocher. A Thief therefore (as 
T faid ) and a Robber takes away a man's 
Goods. But an Adulcerer and Adulcerets 


{| incur the guilr of perjury. ard theretore ſteal 


thar which belongeth ro God, and aſmuch 
as in them is , ſpoil and rob him, For cer- 
tainly, facred Wedlock is ordained of God 
himlelf, chat it might be his ; and that men 
in much faithfulnels and tarQtry might beger 
Childrea , to this end , that his Kingdom 
might be filled, Hence therefore now you 
your elves gather , whither Adultry be nor 
far worie then Thefc and Rapine ; when as 
Adulcerers fieal thar, which is Gods : Bur 
Thieves & Robbers only take away what is 
mans, Wherefore ( Beloved ) beware of 


\ Adultry , becauſe ir isa grievous and enor- 


mous wickedneſs, Truly , It 1 wouid go 
abour to lay open all the dangers and ey.l!s 
ſpringing our of Adultry, this whole day 
would hardly tuffice , and yer 1 fear I have 
already been to tedious, 1 ſhould row ipeak 
of Pride, of coverous men,ot Soldiers, & their 
Comrades, and Wives, of handy-cratts men, 


and their Wives; but the time doth nor 


permir, Truly , I have yer mnay things, 
f 2 whicn 
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which I ſhall fay in their due time , except 1 
be filenced from preaching, But I warn 

ou beloved , let not any one hit another in 
the Teeth with theſe things Which ye have 
heard, becaule I have only couched the vices 
of ſome, For we are all guilty and obnoxious 
to fin, But if there be any one here without 


- Sin, let him fuſt caft a Rone at them , whom 


I have mentioned, Beleve me, as thin 
are with us at preſent, it doth cace 
concern us, that with what ſpeed poſſible, 
we (hould amend our lives. Otherwile ex- 
cept we fodo; thereare ſome among you, 
who may live till that rime , wherein God 
Almighty may permir lome grievous, and 
unuſual diſtreſs, and prefluxe ro happen 
to men. Burt ariſe now, and let us pray 


_ the Lords Prayer, and repeat the Angels falu= 


_— ——— 7 ——___ 


tation, 


How after this Sermon, the Maſter was 


forbidden by ns Brethren to Preach 


arain. 
O 


Fcer this Sermon , all the People of the 

City did'talk much, and variouſly of the 
Matter ; tome praited him, fome dilpraiſed 
him: but tne greacer part did commend 
im , faying , He is certainly a good man, 
and 
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and devout towards God, who fears no 
man, but ſpeaks the very meer rruth of him- 
ſelf , and all others. Bur his Brethren pre- 
ſently after this Sermon , being met rogether 


in the Chapter-Room, unanimouſly conclu- 


ded, that he ſhould be wholly filenced from 
Preaching : and they ſiudiouſly enough en- 
deayoured to bring it abour, that they might 
ſend him away to another Monaſtery of 
their Order. Which whea the Rulers, and 
chief men of the City found out ; they wear 
to thoſe Monks, and intreated chem to grant 
Licenſe to the Maſter again to Preach : and 
likewiſe inquired of chem, what faulr they 
found in him, that they ſhould prohibit him 
from preaching, Who anſwered , He hath 
offended our beſt friends , and turned them 
from'us, To which che Lords faid, we be- 
lieve that ye have no better Friends certainly 
in this Cicy then we ; who can better take 
care of your affairs, and be more helpful to 

you then we. Therefore we fear that ye 

rather cake it ill, thac he publickly cepro- 

ved you. But hereproved us allo, and yer 

we take it not ill. Truly, ye ought rather 

at any price to purchaſe ſuch a man,as he 1s; 

who dares ſpeak the Truth to men ; and as 

it ought to be, fears not the face of any man. 

So therefore out of reſpe& to the Lords, and 
H 3 for 
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for their ſakes, 1c was not only permitted to. 


the Maſter , to rewain there , bur allo to 
P:each again, Afterwards the Miſter was 
intreated by the ſecular m-n, to Preach 
again another publick Sermon to them, He 
told them, he wculd do as they defired, if the 
Lord gave him leave, the very next Lords 
day ater the ninth. Now that Lords day 


Was Judica , or the Paſſion of our Lord in |. 


Lent. And when the appointed day and 
hour was come, a very great multitude of 
common People came together ; thither alſo 


came the Mafter , and thus began his Ser- 


The Maſters ſecond Sermon to the vulgar | 


People. 
T HE Goſpel for this preſent day , Be- 


loved, is thar, where the Lord faith to 
the multitudes, and to the chiet Priefts : #ho 
among you convinceth me of Siu? If I ſay 
the Truth , why do ye not believe me? He 
that is of God, hearcth the Words ef God; 
For this cauſe je hear not , becauſe ye are 
wot of God, This Goſpel is Jong , and be- 
cauſe I hope moſt of you have heard it of 
your Paſtors to day ; omitting it, 1 do make 
my Diſcourſe ſo much the ſhorcer, Bur be- 
fore 


# 
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fore I begin to obtain Grace, Jet us call upon 
the Mother of Mercy, and all Grace;laying 
Ave Mary, &c. Truly ( Beloved ) of 
right, when as to day ,. the Lords day after 
the Lords Paſſion is Eebraced , Toughe ro 
Preach of the Paſſion : but I have ſo many 
things to ſpeak of , that that cannot be 
done at this time, * For it is exceeding ne» 


, ceflary , that we ſhould be hen to of our 


fins and failings. Nevertheleſs, if it may be 
commodiouſly done , I have purpoſed upon 


ſome convenient dy this week, to Preach a 


Sermon of the venerable Sacrament ; who . 
namely have rigl.t to come unto it, and who 


F-not : and what it is hindreth them , who 


ought not to come, Aﬀcerwards alfo, 1 ſhall 
make a Sermon upon the moſt bitter Paſſion 
of our L-1d Jelus Chrilt, And indeed ar 
this rime, Beloved, I can ſay nothing to ye, 


unleſs I do ſpeak of the Community by their 


ſeveral Names and Titles, Wherefore alſo 
I would haye you take this advice , that if 
any be here, tro whom my diſcourſe ſhall 
not belong, let nut them wreſt ir as ſpoken to 
them ; neither let chem judge them,to whom 
peradyenture it ſhall belong ; but give God 
thanks , that he hath preſerved them from 
evil : But they , who ſhall vaderftand chem- 


ſelyes to be guilty , and whom my diſcourſe 
H 4 ſhall 
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ſhall note, ler chem che more ſpeedily repent, 


and amend their lives. For chis Will be ex- 
ceedirgly neceſſ::y tor AEM wo do, This 
common true laying is found in almoſt 
every man's mourh; when we lay that Adam 
and Exe did exceeding wickedly , whillt 
they followed the Dewi! , ad tranſoreſled 


the Cemmandmenrt of the Lord theu Gods, 


Bur it any one 1ightly did weighlit , how 
many (do we think ) would }.e find now a 
daycs entangled in more grievous fans, \rhen 
4: and / ce were? Cerminly,every raſh, 
2:.d iwagecsirg Soldier, ard his proud, and 
I: f-:vicus Wite , do commit far more and 
cre2t rcyis, then Adam: ard Everdid, Eve 
1n!c<d folowed che Deyil, and violated the 
Command of God. dam allo bad reſpeRt 


to the Woman . and beirg willing to pleaſe. 


her, he tranſerefſed the piecept of God, 
Pur prelen:ly tor the violation of this oae 
commard, they were both dciven out of Pa- 
xadile : and in fvcha manrer hath the wrath 
of Divine vergeance raged againſt them, and 
all chcir poſterity ; thar from that time , for 
the ſpace of five thoutand years , 1: ſuffered 
r.0n2 to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
And in the mean while Adam and Eve, 


were compelled {0 long in the Limbo of ' 


Hell. to wait in expeRation , until that full. 
neſs: 


> 
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zeſs of time came, wherein God the Father 
did vouchſafe ro deliver them by his only be= 
otten SON. 
Truly (Beloved) I know that Adam and 
Eve never neglected, bur this one command; 
neicher haye I found in Scripture that they 
commitred any other grievous fin, If there- 
fore Almighty God hath fo ſeverely & hor- 
tibly revenged upon them this one fin ; there 
is no cauſe certainly , Why theſe proud, im- 
modeſt, and vain Women do diſcommend 
them for many things , and accuſe them of 
many crimes. For verily be certain of this ; 
if theſe Women go on in thoſe courſes, and 
aQtions , in which at preſent they live , I 
know not what will become of them. For 
they. not once only as Eve did, do tranforeſs 
the Divine Commandment, bur too too off, 
in diyers manners , at divers times, and ſea- 
ſons, Wherefore ye proud, fooliſh, and raſh 
Women, repent at laſt, ] beſeech you ; eſpe- 
cially ſince ye know that the Lord of Maje- 
lty, whom ye offend by your injquiries hath 
ſo grievouſly taken vengeance upon Eve for 
ſia ; yea allo,and doth yer daily eyen too fe- 
verely take vengeance; as ye in the pains and 
diftrefles of child-bearing learn by your own 
experience, Repent, Repenr, I ſay, ye Wo- 
men” beloyed in Chrilt, Orherwile except 


ye 
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ye fo do . certain i: is ye lead too too day.” 


erous a Li'e, And truly, it isa thing much} 


to be bewailed , and a ;hirg exceeding pere 
nicious and dangercus, that we, Who attend 
upon the hearing of confcfſtons, ſhould con. 
nive at ſuch thiogs in you , whereby we are 


expoled to- as great danger as y6ur ſelyes, 
Buc your Husbands ftand in greater danger, 
who imicate Adam, 10 indulging, conniving, 
and petmitting you not once, bur frequently 
to play the Eves, But hear me thou, who 
ever att ſuch a Husband, ſuch an Adams; 
Certainly , God hath not committed unto 
thee thy Eve , for this reaſcn , that thou 
ſhouldeſt ſuffer her fo oft ro violate his come 
mands : but rather for this cauſe hath he 
oeiven her unto thee, that thou, ſhouldeſt 
keep her,and cake ſuch care of her,as not to 
ſuffer her to neg]eQt ſo much as one precept. 
Bur now thou doſt yery carefully regard 
her, who, when thau oughtelt ro hinder f11, 
art a helper of her to commir fin, But whill, 
you connive at thoſe evils, which ſhe com- 
mitreth, you your ſelf are not innocent , but 
are partaker of her fins, and fo oft trangreſs 


the Divive Commandment, I exceedingly _ 


fear. (Beloved) that ar this time there may 
be fonnd ſome Conſeiſors, who fear not to 
adminiſter the Holy Sacraments to very 

many, 
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an:many, both Men and Woman , whom not- 
uch{wichRanding they know to :ye in ſome mor. 
Yere | tal fins. And molt of thele, as I fear, ar che 
end |end of cheir lives, are drowned ia the depths 
on. {of dilpair , ard fo incur the mileries of per- 
are] perual damnation, For the Dcyils are ve 
res, | buſfie about ſuch Ike worldly men , when 
er, [they come ' to dye. For they grievouſly fer 
tg, betore thena all the fins, which ever they 
tly commitred, And whar heart, think ye, can 
ho [thoſe wretches have then , when they have 
» » [their whole life long been given to this tal- 
1to Fhcious World ; and when the Devils are fo 
ou' [exceeding ſubule , and full of craft to de- 
m. | ceive ? Now therefore. dearly Beloved, if 
he [any of you know themſelves guilty in any of 
eft | theſe things. let them bluſh (I beteech you) 
to | before God and Men, and make haſt to re= 
1t, | form chemſelves. For it 1s certain , that 
> | many Jews and Pagans are rot a little ſcan- 
1, | Galized ar your lives. Yea , verily the Pa- 
IR. | gans, when they hear that Men and Women 
n. | among us arc cloathed fo ſhamefully , and 
it | immodeftly ; they, as I have been informed 
ſs | by thofe that heard them, ſay thus : Chri- 
ly | fans probably are not true men , becauſe 
y | they go cloathed fo like beaſts , but perad- 
o | venture have fomething in them of the na- 
Y 


ture of beaſts, 'And ye all know , that the 
| Jews 
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Jews dwell among us here in our Couttry {| ., 
Who, when they hear (aad they hear it bitſ,,. 
too often) how injuriouſly we treat God by| 
our impious and horrible ſwearing ; ſay, a 
it hath been told me by others, nay, and B[;. + 
I haye heard my ſelf , when upon a time, 
ſpake with them concerning our Chriltiak 
Faich : they chus ſay, Can we, believe thit 
he is our God, whom you ſay is your God? 
Cerrmnly , we are thus periwa ed, that} 
your God were of ſo great power ; he would 
in no wile permit , nor ſuffer it to go un Al 
giſhed ; that you of: do ſo impiouſly deal bo 
with him with wrathful minds,too oft fweat- Ad, 
ing, and for-ſwearing : Doubtleſs it he were 
God, he would never bear it. Wherefore 
ye need not doubt, but ye unmeaſurably fin, 
whoeyer oive the reigns to your tongues 
thus impiouſly to ſwear. Believe me, God 
will not ſuffer this long to go unrevenged, uf 
but eicher here , or ia the World to come, |... 
where fins are too too bitterly puniſhed ; oo 
will take vengeance on you for it, And you 
unchalt Women, who wear ſo lafcivious and A 
wicked habits, take it for certain , that rhe de F 
moſt pure and great God will ſpeedily puniſh Þ. 
rerribly the wantonneſs of your Garments ; Pu 
for he will tot long endure ic, Where is now 
rhat honeſt, chaſt, modelt, and well- ordered 
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Converſation of yours > How hath the De- 
wil robbed you ſo of it almoſt all? 1 fear, I 
THfear truly, that God the juſt Judge will call 
to a ſevere account for your impudent 
PF fnful manner of life, For. he himſelf 
by IE If a Man look upon a Woman, or a 
Woman upon a Man , it one luſt afcer the 
in gther , he hath then commicted Adultry in 
4300's heart; and now death is compleated, 
tough yer the act be not done, Whither L 
ſhall a man turn his Eyes.; where he 


[ 


Mou 
7, 


iſto 


may not behold you, O ye (coroful Women? 
ior tAlas ! your condition. on , both fides is tos 
wo dangerous, 'Ye are always blaming 


ok Adam and Eve , becauſe they bruke one 


ere 
ore 
is 


only Commandmevr ; though they haye tor 
hs tranſgreflion ſuffered ſo | many evils even 
Ito death, 'ye ea and after death : But it were 
od berrer that inflead of Adam and Eve, you 
c 4, did reprove & blame your ſelves; ſecing it is 
© Ito be feared,that ye have ofcner by far trani- 
Mt, Forefſed the Commandments of God than 
d; they, But whereas 1a this Diſcourie I have 
'o only mentioned Military men & their wives; 
nd J;r not therefore any one think, that 1 1nten- 
the ded to mark only chem, For truly, 1 would 
Uh put to rebuke all what ever, both thoſe that 
® * Hare above, and thoſe that are below the rank 


I of Soldiers ; namely , Merchants and cheir 
: Wives, 
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Wiyes , and in brief all thoſe that are upyſ*P*® 
the - fore-mentioned accompt blameablg, (hat 
of what: rank or quality loever they be. Wh 
Again, it is not a litde co be feared , Be. Sir 
loved, that there are many to be found who ©? 
are reputed Chriſtians, &yec fo live, as thatify ** 
they ſhould depart out of this world in that for 
their evil life, they would find it worſe with] FT 
them, chan with the Jewes, For the Jew ©" 

| know no other, bur that they may La wiully A 
raiſe Uſury, to get their living, But ity ” 

| Not at all hidden to Chriſtians , that ies Tu 
finful and unlawful to praRtiſe Uſury; and yt (ho! 
notwithſtanding they do it. Therefore 
will be thruſt below the Jews io Hell. And To 
here I would have all thoſe in like mannet 
to be underſtood, who before God are Uſy- ſho 
rers,” and yet would not be accompred, not 
called ſo by men. And Iifily, I here note all eſta 
thoſe , who praRice unjult morgaging, and 
hunt for unlawtul gains from monyes, Ire pſi 
member truly , that I lived in ſuch a time, 
when it was exceeding rare, and unuſual to 
uſe morgaging . and-tew at that time did 
praQtiſe it, And if then any contracts wereF*” 
made with the condition of Re-emprion,they 
were fincere and (imple, and according to 
God ; fo that I my ſelt alſo did permit ſom? 
t® make ſuch conrratts, Bur I will tejl you I 

| | upon 
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pon What accompr I did it. There came ar 
thac crime to me certain honelt men, one of 
whom ſaid unto me : how do you advice me 
Be.| Sir ? 1 have bought of this maa ſome cer- 
"th tain Rents for my money upon his inheri- 
ati once, He alſo is come to me beſeeching me 
for Gods fake to do this thipg for him ; to 
permit, that wricings be made, that may con- 
tain this condition, that if God enable him 
M1 1 redeem his eſtate, I would permit him for 
Gods ſake fo to do, Having heard this, I 
ic i us faid to the man : cell me prethee, dolt 
yt thou eye or intend nothing elle in this mat- 
hey ter, bur only to do this purely for Gods ſake? 
40g To which he anſwered, Truly, nothing elſe 
nee do 1 mind in this buſineſs, For what elſe 
1. | ſhould I ſeck, or what elſe ſhould move me, 
not} dur only that it_picties me that this mans 
eftate ſhould be for ever made over to me 
and my Heirs. ? otherwiſe 1 had rather 
leſs the Goods 2s my oven, according as 
I purchaſed them, In this manner, Belo- 
red, T ſometimes herecofore conſented to 
Sredemprions ; bur take notice I beleech you, 
Sdow purely, how (imply , and according to 
od , hereto'ore this was done, But now 
In theſe our times , -we do by our pride and 
covetouſneſs, fo pervert , and cor:up: thele- 
redemptions, that for the molt part chey are 
more 
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more then half- Ulury 
blame of which is almoit mofily ours , who 
are Confeſſors , becauſe we permit ſuch 
things, Behold, I will ;ell you, Beloved, into 
Whac great miſery in this age we are {lidden, 
Not very long ago, there happened a cer- 
tain Citizen to come to me,-and ſaid ro me: 
I beſeech you Sir , give me ſome advice ina 
buſineſs, which 1 ſhall declare to you, Be- 
hold, I, and my Wife , and my Sons haye 
rot ſufficient Where withal to maintain ns 
according to the faſhion of this age, And 
therefore I have thoughts to ſell my eſtate 
upon condition of re-emprion : but I would 
do nothing in it withour your advice, If 
therefore you ſo advice me; I fully purpoſe 
ſo to do. I made him this anſwer, I will not 
in the leaſt advice you to it”; but rather 
difſwade you by all means I can faichfully 
and ſincerely. He anſwered me, I have not 
then wherewichal to live according to the 
cuſtome of theſe times. To which I ans 


\wered , Take it for certain, if you follow 
that courſe, you have told me, you will grie« 
vouſly oftend God , and will commit fom 
morcal fins, For I would not have you ig- 
norant that all contraQts of buying and {cl-' 
ling Rents, or Poflefſions, in which the buy- 
er reſerves powe: to himſelf, eyer to 


call in 
agali, 


before God : thel. 


of Dofor John Thauler, 


'again, When he pleaſeth the principal ſum; 


(all ſuch contra&ts I ſay) are not tree from 
uſury : for in all choſe contracts, in which 
upon loan any gain is expeRed, by covenant 
or principal intencion explicitly , with what 
colour ſoeyer ; notwithſtanding many endea- 
your now a dayes to excuſe it : in all thoſe 
contracts, I ſay, for the moſt part, there is a 
mixture of uſury. So therefore; firlt, you 
will make your {elf partaker of anothers uſu- 
ry, if without pretling neceſſity you make 
uſe of a common Ulurer ; or elle you draw 
your neighbour, who before uſed it not, ro 
practiſe ulury. Secondly, you incur the 
guilt of avarice, ( which is one of the ſeven 
capital fins) whileſt that moyes you to do 
this. Thirdly, alſo you will fn by pride, 
whilſt you do this : for this end, thar you, 
and your wife, and your children, may be 
conformable ro the luxury and pomp of the 
Age, and be like to ochers. Wherefore, for 
theſe reaſons, I dare by no means adviſe you 
tOit ; bur rather, with what faithfulneſs I 
can, I give you this counſel, That you live 
ontented with your lot, and with thoſe 
goods Which God hath granted you, after 


F the manner of ancient time ; and be thank. 


full ro God, who doubtleſs will ſuccour you 


ls doing,that you ſhall have what is lin 
I or 


I 20 


Marth. 7. 


The Hiffory of the Life 

for you. Certainly, if you acquieſce in this 
my counſel, and do as I tell you, you ſhall 
perceive it will be profitable to you, both for 
body and foul, Then ſaid he, I give you 
thanks, Reverend Sir , for this wholſome 
counſel] , which you have beſtowed on me, 
which I fully determine to follow, and let 
paſſe that which I had thought to do, See 
now Beloved, whither we are fallen, After- 
wards I perceived that the fame honelt man, 
the ſame year went to a certain other DoQtor, 
who permitced it him, as lawlſull : fo that 
he told all his Eftace under the forementioned 
doubctull condition of Redemption. Plainly 
'is we make for you the way too broad; 
and yet in truth it is not ſo; bur ſtrait is the 
way Which Jeadeth to life, Alas, which is 
neyer enough to be bewailed, things are 
come to that paſſe now a dayes, that there 
are few affairs among Chriſtian People, which 
are wholly jult and ſincere, Alas for grief, 
how mary blinde guides are to .be found at 
this day ? Ar if che blind tumble upon the 
blind into He'l, both their conditions will be 
lo much the worie, Wherefore, Beloved, 
It yery much concerns you to look to your 
ſelves: for I fear that the friendſhip of the 
raen ot this world, is too dear to many of us 
Confeſſers. 1 will tell you lomeching of my 

ſelf, 
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If, and T'le ſpeak the fimple truth ; but I be- 
leech you ler no man be ſcandalized therear, 


I2rT 


Ata certain time it came very importuratly - 


into my mind, that I muſt go beyond the 
Seas, and expoſe my body to the dangers of 
death, and muſt preach the Word of God 
to the Pagans, and try, if by God's help 1 


might be able to convert any of them to the 


Faith of Chrift, This will increaſed in me, 
and waxed fo (trong, chat I were now re- 
ſolved even to prepare me for the journey, 
and did think with my {elf of the manner, 
how I might come thither. And when I 
were carefully taken up with this martter, it 
fell our on a certain morning , that when ] 
had returned to bed, and was now fallen a- 
fleep, me thought I heard one ſpeaking to me 
thele words : Whither do you intend your 
journey ? There is no need to pals the Seas 
to Pagans, for you ſhall find many of chem 
here among Chriltians, who whillt they bear 
the Name of Chriſt, live worſe than Hea- 
thens, When therefore you have preached 
ſo long to theſe, till they atrain to a true life, 
and a life worthy of a Chriſtian ; then ar laſt 
take free leave to paſs ro the Saracens, This 
admonition was given me in my ſleep three 
times, and alwayes in the ſame form of 
words ; from whence it came to paſſe, char 
1 3- 
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I recalled my mind from contriving to paſſe 
the Seas. 

Hence now ſomething ſhould be ſpoken 
of the Merchants, but I fear that I am toy 
redious. Notwithſtanding I will ſpeak a few 
words concerning them, There are ſome 
Merchants now a dayes, Who do oert their 
eſtates by very unjuſt wayes, and ſuch as 
are exceeding contrary to God, and that by 
ſo various and diyerle unjuſt means; that I 
cannot here relate them all, Bur be ſure of it 

e Merchants, whereas ye ſell any thing, in 
what Country ſoever, the dearer, becaule of 
time reſpiced tor payment,(dearer 7 ſay)than 
otherwile you would have done, if the buyer 
had paid you ready money ; whatever you 
reccive in this caſe aboye the jult price, all 
tharexrends to uſury before God, ſeeing ye 
extort that from your neighbours. The fame 
is to be thought, whilſt you exchange your 
money, aſſign, or lend it for a certain term; 
which when it cometh, ye know What gain 
is to be allowed you out of every hundred 
crowns, as for your Interelt ( as you call it) 


becauſe of che dammag 


e Which ye pretend $ 


to receive by the forbearance; in the mean 


time concealing the word Ufury. Alas, what 
end I pray will there be of your covetouſ- 
nels? If ye will be wiſe Merchane, why do 


ye 
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e not rather get eternal riches, by making to 
your ſelves friends of the mammon of iniqui- 
en | ty, to wir, the poor, whole is the Kicodom 
» | of Heaven, of whom ye may hold it, and in- 
W | to Which rich men ſhall not enter, withour 
ne | works of mercy? 7 »zto you ( laith the 
Ir | Prophet) which gather together thoſe things 
as | which are not your own, How long will ye 
y | heap up againſt your ſelves thick ciay ? In 

I |] the mean time indeed, you and your Con- 
it | fefſions may cover over theſe things with a 
in | cloak in this world, and defend them by 
of | ſome falſe comments ; yet they will not ther- 
fore be juſt before God. Eut when we come 
Into eternity, there every covering will be 
u f taken away, and what ever fhall be unjuſt, 
Il | willappear to all clearer than che light, 

e But to be briefer, look upon your own 
e | {elves,I beſeech you, ye dealers in the world 
r | (forthis is chiefly neceſſary for you ) and 
3 | take heed co your ſclves; for very many 
times in your buying and (elling ye tell hes, 
and impoſe vpon your neighbour, sby certain 
 ſubtile gloſles and equivocating words. How 
F ye ſpend alio Fealtival days, which ye ought 
F to have in reverence, and obſerve, ye belt 
know, Finally,how many cuſtoms and will- 
wayes are now tiſen up,ye are not at all igno- 
| rant, Furchermore, all cheſs things, we, 
| | I 3 who 
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who receive your confeſſions, ought to re- 
prove : but alas, many of us do difſemble 
more tnan is fitting, and wickedly tolerate 
you, Truly I fear, that ſome of us receive 
ſometimes tome preſents from you, and be- 
cauſe of them permit and ſuffer you to heap 
and keep together by any manner of means, 
as much as would ſufhice an hundred to live 
on. Which goods, though they ſhould be 
julily got, yer you ought nevertheleſs to re- 
lieve thoſe that want out of them, for to that 
end were they conferred upon you by God, 
Verily that rich man who was cloathed in 
purple and filks, and fared ſumpruouſly every 
day ; when he was dead, he was buried in 
He], for this cauſe doubtleſs, becauſe he kept 
to himifelf the gvods granted to him by God, 


. and uſed them according to the Juſt of his 


| but that ye poſſeſs the ſame with Pride and 


nature. ' And although we read of nothing 
that he unjuſtly poſleſſed, or that he took 
by yiolence any other mans goods ; yet he 
was compelled to undergo the endleſs tor- 
ments of Hell. ear now ye Merchants,be- 
hold your ſelyes I beſeech you, and examine 


your ſelves: For hardly, as I truly judge, 


can it be, bur where ye gain ſuch great ſums # 
of money, and ſo much Tuperfluous goods, | 


Coyetouſneſs ; yea, and with many other 
EF F 3; | oreat 
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oreat ſins, Which uſually for the moſt part 
mingle herewith ; Which you your ſelves 
would plainly diſcover, if it were not irkſom 
to you rightly to ſearch into, and examine 
the matter, Here by the way, Ile tell you, 
Beloved, what befell me within theſe five 
years, if I rightly remember. There came 
to me a certain Merchant, a very rich man, 
and entred familiarly into diſcoutle with me, 
andamong other things told me, that there 
were due to kim in a cettain forreign Coun- 
try,yery much, and very great Commodities, 
I required of him, how ic came to paſle that 
lo much was owing to him in a forreign 
Country ? He anſwered, that his Wares 
were there ſold, and delivered to Chapmen, 
and that they owed him ſo much. Again, 
replied 1, tell me the truth; if any one would 
have bought of you thoſe Commodities at 
ſomewhat a lower price, but yer with ready 
money, would you have let him had them ? 
Yes, doubtleſs, anſwered he, I would have 
Jet him had them, and had rather kave had 
icſo; that with ready money I might have 
bought other Commodities, I replied and 
ſaid, be ſure therefore whatever you receive 
for reſpiting of time, more than you would 
have taken in ready money, all that is un- 
juſt, And although it hath not got the name 
SE I 4 of 
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of Uſury among men, yet {o it is called be- 
fore the tight and jult judgment of God, 
Contrarily, replied he, Ir 18 otherwite ; for 
this is the manner and cuſtom of all Coun- 
tries to do ſo. I anfwered him, That mat- 
ters not, neither 1s it cherefore juſt and equal, 
for you make ſuch will-cuſtoms, and naugh- 
ty inventions, and have wade them; and 
therefore it is the worſe. Will ye make cu- 
ftoms, which are contrary to God, a Law ? 
it will therefore alſo be a cuſtom to deſcend 
into Hell, Wheretore, as I ſaid betore, rake 
It for certain, if you any Where Whatever; or 
in -any Country whatever, fell any thing 
dearer, becauſe of time given for payment, 
than you would have done if they had paid 
ready money ; or, if you get gain for mo» 
ney lent, becaule of time gives for payment; 
Whatever you thus receive, it is all to he rec- 
koned among unjuſt and ill-gotten goods ; 
and therefore alſo mult be reffored to them 
from whom it was received, if ever you will 
be faved. When he heard this, he ſaid un- 
to me, Truly you area hard man : my Cons 
teflor alwayes permitted me this thing, I 
an{wered, Your Confeſſor peradyenture took 
your money, and permitted you that, which 
God himſelf with all his Omnipotency can- 
not permit you. See here, Beloyed, how 


per- 
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nicious a thing Covetouſneſs is. That 
rich Merchant thus went from me, not fo 
much as in word teſtifying any purpole eyer 
of amending his fe, Believe me Beloved, 
tis above all things neceſſary for us all from 
our hearts ro amend our ſelves, and. to re- 
form our evil lives : for we live in roo too 
perilous Uumes;z and it is to be feared that 
et more perilous times are at hand. But 
what ſhall 1 ſay, when as it is told me,there 
are not wanting ſome who do blame me, as 
if I did preach too rigidly and ſeyerely? But 
I doubt not conſtantly co affirm, that there 
is not one of all theſe (ſtanding here before 
me, who would not preach much more ſe- 
verely than I do, if fo be he had experienced 
what I have, and thar it lay upon him as 
his duty ordinarily to preach, as it doth on 
me. And if it would not be too tedious to 
you, I would tell you ſome things, which 
would be not a little congruous to chis place, 
and would be proficable for you to hear it. 
Then wery many of the People altogether 
with one vice ſa'd, Speak aſiaredly Sir, for 


| you ſhall find us patient and benevolous hea- 


rers, I rehearſe therefore unto you, Be- 
loved, a thing that befell iny ſelf, Upon 2 
certain time 1 ſat alone in a Cell, and when 
I had began to think of the wonderfull 


things 
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things of God, and how ſtrange the ſtate 
of the Church was at this time, how all 
oood order was too much negleted , and 
went to rack, In the midſt of theſe medi. 
tations, I heard a certain voice with my bo- 
dily ears,ſpeaking to me, alchough I ſaw no 
body at all. 

But after this manner it ſpake : Ariſe, 
now you mult experiencs ſome things, wher- 
by you may be enabled ſo much the more 
certainly to ſpeak the truth openly te your 
neighbours. And at this laſt word I were 
deprived of all my ſenſual diſcerning , and 
being taken into an extaſie, I was in that ve- 
ry rapture permitted to fee into Purgatory; 
where I beheld the rorments of multicudes 
of men, (many of which I knew ) ſo pain- 
full, and fo intolerably bitter, and ſo im 
menſe puniſhments, and ſorrows fo intenſe, 
and fearfull, that no reaſon,no underftandin 
is ſuſhcient to expreſs them, In brief, cake 
it for certain, that I beheld there ſo many, 
lo various and divers kinds of tormeats, in 
a wonderfull manner painfull, that ſuch 8s 


zerrour and trembling hach ſeized upon me, 


that all the natural joyes of this life can in 
no wife make me merry , and if I ſhould 
live yet an hundred years, I think I ſhould 
neyer be merry, except God ſhould make 

me 
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me ſo by ſome ſupernatural means, But I 
beſeech you, Beloved, ler not any be offen- 
ded at this, that I would relate tuch things 
as cheſe are unto you, Truly I fear, that 
ſome peradventure do think, that in diyulg- 


ing theſe things, I ſeek glory ro my (elf, But- 


ler me aſſure you, I ſeek or wiſh the praiſe 


#of no man, nay nor the wealth of any one 


for this reaſon : for I am abundantly con- 
rented with choſe things, which in our Mo- 
naltery, according to the cultom of the Co- 
yent are provided for me : Nay, Iam never 
withour fear, leſt peradventure I ſhould take 
that which is ſuperfluous, of thoſe things, 
which are ſet before me in our Hall, And 
certainly. I believe that there is not one here 
preſent, who, if he had leen and experienced 
thoſe things, Which 1 have fcen and experi- 
enced, namely, ſuch horrible and fearfull 
puniſhments, but would peradventvre have 
been better contented with a ſmall proviſion 
and allowance, than I am. Therefcre let 
none of you be ſcandalized at my words 
fore-ſpoken, In good earneſt I find no 
other cauſe why God would have me to 
ſee ſuch things, but becauſe of my fins and 
iniquities, that I might both reform my ſelf, 
and the more boldly ſpeak to others the 
truch, which I haye certainly known ; and 

» : | in 
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in no wiſe flatter their wickednefſes and (ins; 
And hence, if I were ſure for this caule to 
be put to death, 1 ſhould nevertheleſs ſpeak 
the naked and (ſimple truth. Truly, 1faw 
ſome in thoſe moſi vehemeat pains, and was 
taken with extream admiration, that they 
ſhou!d defire to remain fo long, in ſo great 
anguiſh, fith ſome of them had departed 
this lite many years before, who, whillt the 

lived, I did believe were both good and 
pious ; and yet they did undergo in thoſe 
places of Purgatory ſo great and ineffable 
puniſhments, that no man can in this le 
ponder or underſtand them, as chey deſerve, 
Wherefore this, I from my heart do counſel 
all, chat we flight not Purgatoty ; bur be 
{peedily converted, and fcriouſly reform our 
ſelves. Certainly if you did know, how 
above meaſure valuable and profitable the 
preſent time is, you would not eſteem it fo 


lictle, nor ſuffer it to paſſe away fo fooliſhly; | 


for truly, 'when we are brought our of this 
tranſitory time, into things future and eter- 
nal, there exceeding ſpeedy, ſimple, right 
and rigid judgment paſſeth upon thoſe, who 


ſufter this preſent time foolſhly to paſs a» | 


Way. But whart ſhall I fay, Beloved ? for 
if I attempt to ſpeak any thing to you of di- 
yine Juſtice, that is ſo immeaſurable, (tri, 

| | and 
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and rigid, that I fear ſome of you may take 
occaſion of deſpair from hence : Tf contrari» 
wile I would diſcourſe of his infinit mercy, 
how ready he is to ſhew itto all in this life 
] fear on the other hand ſome would pre- 
ſume ſo upon it, that they would live worſe 
and more fooliſhly, and ſo may admit of 
ſome ſuch fin, as (it were to be feared) God 
would not pardon either here or hereafter, 
I fear truly, Beloved, leſt I have been too 
tedious , althongh many things yer remain 
to be ſpoken of divers forts of men, and di- 
vers affairs ; becauſe that we have gone too 
far aftray from the right way. And in truth 
if I did, laying aſide all things elfe, attend 
only the duty of Preaching for this whole 
year, I think I could in no wiſe ſufficiently 
lay open all our defeRs and fins, But when 
the Lord ſhall order ir, I will further ſpeak 
of this matter, Ariſe now, and fay the 


| Lords Prayer, with the Angels Salutation, 


After theſe things, ir fell our on a certain 
time, that the Matter made a journey to a 
certain Incluſory, in which there abode five 
Inclufis, which earneſtly entreared him , to 
preach ro them a Sermon of the true and 
perfect ſeclule life. . To whom he ſaid, chat 
he would willingly do what they defired, if 
the Lord fo ordered it, upon the Lords day 

NEXT 
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next following, When therefore that Lords- 
day was come, there came together to that 
em a multitude of men, and the Maſtet 
eoan his Sermon thus, 


The following Sermon was preached up- 
on the Lords day of Sexagelima 3 the 
ſuhjeft of it was this : namely, IWhy 
9, Paul kept mm ſilence his Rapture 
into the third Heaven ſo many years: 
That the Gifts of God come by affli- 
flions, or at leaſt are confirmed by af- 
flittions. Of a twofold Self-demal, 
one of Nature, the other of the Sjt- 
rit. Laſily, What belongs to a trut 
Incluſe. | 


I knew a man in Chriſt above forty 
years ago, &C. 2 Cor. 12.2. 


to us in his Epiſtles to day a wholſom 
and neceſſary inſtrution. Bur becauſe the 


ſaid Epiſtle is too long, I will not rehearſe * 


to you all of it, but only part of ic, The 
Apolile therefore ſaith, ſpeaking of himſelf, 
1 knew a man in Chriſt above fourteen years 
ſince, ſuch a one (whether in the body, or 
ont of the body, I know not, God kyoweth) 


taken | 


Aint Paul, Beloyed, hath delivered un- | 
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taken np even into the third Heaven, Here 
my Beloved, take notice, I beſcech you, how 
the holy Apolile kept in filence this his Rap- 
ture, for full fourteen years together, nei- 
ther would he bring it forth in publick un- 
til it was permitted him ſo to do by God, 
He did not certainly, as fome men now a 
dayes, who, when they receive peradven- 
ture ſome {mall grace from God, inſtant! 

break forth, and tell it others without the 
permiſſion of God, and declare it ſometimes 
to ſuch men, as do as little underfitand ther. 
by, Whatitis, or Whither it tends, as them- 
lelves ; whereby allo very many times it 
comes to paſſe, that ſuch Grace is taken 
away from ſuch like Bablers, and given to 
another more illuminated, Theretore ſee, 
my Belcyed, that without the permiſſion of 
God, ye never divulge the gifts, which are 


conferred upon you by him, being ſure thac 


| few are to be found now a dayes, who are 


endowed With illuminated reaſon or dilcre- 
tion, And tt e-efore heed is to be taken that 


| the gifts of God be not brought forth \ud- 


denly, and wichour bis licence, Now that 
it was permitted to S,P aul by God,to ſpeak 
of thole chings which had hapned to him, it 
was permitted by God for our warning and 
neceflary inſtrution 3 namely, that if ir 

ſhould 


r 
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ſhould þappen that he ſhould infuſe into any 
one of us his preyenting grace, winhourt an 
meric precedent ; fuch a one ſhould not at. 
terwards be ſhaken with terrour, if he ſuf- 

7, whom (<r bi to be afflited, eyen as ir uſually be- 

0 Whom ' ES 

the gifts fell bleſſed Pani. Yes verily, it is to be 

of God taken for certain, that the gifts of God come 

do come. by afflitions : bur if they come before at. 

flictions, certain it is that yer they ought to 
be confirmed and proved by atflictions, 
Whea as therefore it is a matter of ſo much 
nobleneſs and profit to endure adverſity ; for 
that rezſon the Almighty God hath ſuffered 
{o heavie afflictions ro meet with all his be- 
loyed Saints ; and for the ſame cauſe he 
oave leave to the bleſſed Apolile to relate to 
us his afflitions : for he faith in this ſame 


Epiſtle ; Are they the Miniters of Chrift? 


2 COr.1I 7 (peak. as a fool, 1 more : In very many 
labonrs, im priſons more abundantly,in ſtripes 
above meaſure ; in deaths frequently : five 
times of the Jews received I forty ſtripes 
but one : Thrice was I beaten with rods, 
once was I ſtoned, thrice I ſuffered ſhip- 
wrack_: A _ and a day 1 wa in the 


depth of the ſea ; in journies often, in dan- 


gers of rivers, in dangers of yobbers, in 
dangers from my kinred, in dangers from 
the nations, is dangers in the city, in dan- 
gers 
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gers in the deſarts, in dangers in the ſea, in 
dangers among falſe brethren, in labour and 
toil, ih warchmgs, in hanger and thirſt, in 
much faSting , in cold and nakedneſs, (FC. 
Theſe and many other things the bleſſed 
Apoſtle commemorates in this dayes Epille, 
by him to have been endured; in reciting 
ot each of which, leſt I ſhould be the more 
tedious, I will adde only this one, which a- 
mong the reſt he adjoyns, laying , Leſt the :Cor.1> 
Greatneſs of Revelations (hould lift me np, 
there was given me a prick, of my fleſh, the 
Angel of Satan, who mi obt buffet me : Be- 
cauſe of which I beſought the Lord thrice, 
that it might depart from me : and he an- 
ſwered me, My Grace (Paul) & ſufficient for 
thee : for ſtrength is perfetled in weakye(s. 
Villingly therefore'( faith he ) will / glory in 
my infirmities, that the vertue of Chriſt may 
dwell in me, 
Now therfore, Beloved, after that St. Paul, 
a veſſel of Election, hath in this his Epiſtle 
abundantly proved unto us, how great the 
profit of Affliions is ; rruly it deſerves, that 
we ſhould give credit to ſo great an Apolile, 
and imirate and follow him, Yea, truly, it 
cannot be, that ever we ſhould attain to a 
praile-worthy and fruitful life, except we 
Willingly renounce the pleaſures of Nature, 
| | K Becauſe 
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Becauſe to renounce Nature, is nothing elſe 
but voluntarily to refuſe and deny all things 
in which Nature is delighted , thoſe things 
only excepted, which upoa a rational ac- 
count are neceſſary to the ſuſtentation of Na. 


ture; which ſhall be ſuch things as may be 


helpful to us in the ſervice of God, and in 
the coming ro God : all other things are to 
be forſaken for God's ſake, Neither indeed 
can any one experience, or receive the ſupe- 
riour {weetnels of God, except he bid ade 
to the ſweetnels of fading things, and to the 
inclination arid pleaſure of the ſenſes, And 


hence the Apoſtle ſaith, If ye will live after 


the fleſh, ye ſhall die : but if by the Spirit ye 
ſhall mortifie the deeds of the fleſh, ye ſhall 
live. Here let us contemplate, _ (to the 
urmolt of our power) follow the every " 
lovely example of our Lord and Saviour, fo 
as the fame Apoltle doth admoniſh : Pat 
off ( faith he ) rhe o/d man, ard put on onr 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, 

And furthermore, chere is yet another 
much more noble and excellent Self-denial, 
than that is by which we deny Nature ; and 
that is, when willingly we renounce the Spi- 
Tit z Which how it is done, 1 would have 


you mark, After that the Spirit hath whol- 


ly tamed the fleſh, and reduced it to obedi- 
ence, 
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ence, and now is climed above all caducal 
and ſlippery things ; then it taketh,as it were, 
a leap into everlaſting good things themſelves, 
Which doubtleſs are much more delightfull 
to it, both in caſt and fruition, than natural 
delights were before, When therefore any 
one cometh to taſt, and enjoy thoſe excellent 
higheſt goods, he ought then no lefle to re- 
nounce thoſe delights and affluences of Spi- 
rit, than before he was fain to do thoſe of 
Nature; fo as he may know how to leave to 
God his gifts and operations, according to 
his will and pleaſure, This Renunciation 
alſo is not a little difficult at the beginning, 
to them who have taſted God according to 
the deliciouſneſs of Spiric, This ſame Renun- 
ciation is called Poverty of Spirit, of which 
the Lord ſpeaketh, ſaying , Bleſſed are the 
Poor in Spirit, for theirs # the Kingdows of 
Heaven. Yea verily,oft-times it falls out that 
ſome come to that paſle, that chey m_—_— 
ſubrilly ſnatch and draw what ever ſhiner 


and fayoureth in them, to themſelves, into 


their ground, into their will and arbicrement, 
neither leaye themſelves ro God by way of 
mortification : But whoever are thus, they 
doubtleſs uſe the grace ard gifts of God too 
too unfruicfully ; the reaſon of which is, thac 
whea it is not hidden to God, rhat unleſs he 
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infuſe into them light and ſayour, they will 
quickly depart from him ; therefore he re- 
tains them with ſome ſweet lefler comforts, 
left they ſhould alrogether forlake him; Such 
like men are as yer exceeding frail & weak ; 
becauſe they are ſuch as are full of ſelf-will, 
and love and imbrace the ſhadow inſtead 
of the thing it ſelf : who have alſo this faulr, 
That though they are moſtly outward and 
external, yet they think themlelves afcer a 
manner to be of us : bur they are roo much 
deceived in their opinion, 

Furthermore, they that from the bottom 
or ground , reſign and offer themſelyes to 
God, and who do receive from him ſweet 
and bitter alike ; who, laſtly, though the 
influence of light and favour be withdrawn 
from them, do not in any wile therefore de- 
part from God ; theſe are the true internal 
Cnes, 

Verily, whoever after this manner , now 
ſpoken of, have denied themſe)yes, and with 
a willing mind have penetrated through the 
ſweernefles, aſwell of Spirit as of Nature,and 
have got above them ; theſe certainly have 
made a profitable and fruicful chorow pro- 
ore(s,and þave.penetrated through more than 
can be ſpoken, Bur afterwards ſuch have 
need of very much vigilancy and watcbtul- 

| neſs, 
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neſs, whereby alwayes they muſt diligently 
obſerye themſelves. be circumſpeR and care- 
ful that they may ever perſevere in yery great 
humility : For their helliſh- enemies ceaſe 
not then, but continually endeavour by all 
means they can to draw them back. 
Believe me, Beloved, protound reſignation, 
and voluntary denial of cur felyes through 
our Whole nature. is a certain eood begin- 
ning, if ſo be it be joyned with true humi- 
lity : Even as St. Petey laith, Dearly Beloved, 
humble your ſelves under the mighty hand 
of Ged, that he may exalt you is the time of 
viſitation, And,O that we could learn, how 
we might attain to true ſubjeion of ſpirit 
in profound humility, that" when God doth 
withdraw from us {enfible Grace, we ma 
be able cafily to rehgn it to him, and to re- 
ſtrain our appetite or defire ,-{o as not wil- 
lingly to cover it- This is that which St. Die- 
»yfius faith, When God makes his abode 
ſenſibly in my ſoul, I am filled with ſuch joy, 
and itis ſo wel] with. me, that if he ſhould 
beſtow upon me ſuch authority, that all crea- 
tures that very hour ſhould no kfle obey me 
than himſelf,it would not go fo wel with me, 
a$ it doth by his preſence only : But when 
his ſenſible preſence is withdrawn from me, 
(I confeſs ) then ſome defire of it layes hold 
| K3 on 
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on me : But when that happens to me, my 
weakneſs ſurely is the cauſe of it; Sceing 
Solomon ſaith, that in all the Works of God 
we ought to have reſt and peace, Behold 
that breathing and Ianguiſhing defire holy 


Dionyſus accounts his weaknels : Why ſo? | 


bur becauſe the holy man clearly underſtood 
that himſelt was not as yet fully reſigned to 
God, when as he fo defred the prelence of 
God ; ſeeing it is the greateſt reſignation, to 
reſign our {elves to deſertion , and in all man- 
ner of deſertion to be reſigned : Which thing 
doth chiefly belong tro them, who have de- 
liciouſly experienced the ſweetneſs of God. 
It behoverh us cruly, Beloved, ſo manfully 
to lirive, that we may be made fo prudent 
in God, that we may be able, having di- 
vine aſſiftance,'to tranſcend and penetrate all 
creatures, untill we actain unto God himſelf. 
There now we are taught in the Holy Ghoſt 
to tread upon , by our reaſon, and ger above 
all natural things, that we may be able with 
St, AuguFtine, to ſay, All creatures are wn- 
to Ws an high-way wnto God. So as what eyer 
we happen to ſee or hear, of what nature 
ſoever it be, we may have the skill ro bend 
all to our own uſe, and turn it to the beſt,and 
tro draw ſome good out of it. Certainly a 
Criſtian ought by his reaſon ſo oft and fo 
a6 — humbly 
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humbly to exerciſe himſelf, and fo ofcen to 
penetrate all creatures, until he hath loſt all 
created things ; and he ſhould ſo ſtrongly 
and manfully, and that not once, but man 
times, abſira&t himſelf from all things, uneil 
he find God alone the joy of his foul, and 
the beloved of his heart ; of whom the bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtle ſpeaks, when he faith, Who ad- 1 Cor. & 
hereth to God, ts one Spirit, In which tranſ- ; 
formation, the ſpirit of ſuch a one 1s tranſ- 
farmed, and is made one with the one, If 
any one in this matter would venture himſelf, 
and perfe&ly renounce both himſelf and all 
cteatures, he ſurely would by Gods help, or 
by the power of God, overcome all things ; 
which thing Pal witnefſeth, where he faith, 
[ can do all things in him that ftrengthneth 
We. \ 
Go to now, Beloved, make ſpeed, be do- 
ing, haſten, learn to live, being alſo ſure that 
a man may in this preſent rime atrain to that 
condition, that he may experience ſo immenſe 
ſupernatural joy, ſuch as all creatures cann$c 
afford even until Doomſ-1ay. 

Laſtly, Come on then, and let us all en- 
deayour to learn, by what means we ma 
be made true Worſhippers, worſhipping the John 4; 
Father in Spirit and Truth, Burt I tear leſt I 
2m too tedious , fith thoſe Incluſes have en- 

K 4 treated 


Philip. 4- 


4&4 << __ = 


142 The Hiſtory of the Life 
treated me, that I would declare unto them, 

What the what is the duty of a true Incluſe : And 
Duty of (0w this I ſhall diſpatch in a few words,and 
* Inciufir is will tell what manner of one eyery true In. 
cluſe ought ro be : Ir belongs therefore to 

every Inclule , that ſhe be fimple, and both 

in mind and body , that is, both inwardly 

and outwardly to be an Incluſe. Jt doth nor 

become her to look out at the windows, and 

be inquiſitive what is, or what hath been 
tranſacted here or there ; it is meet that ſhe 

ſhould lead fo pure, fo abltraRed a life, that 

if ſhe ſhould pour forth prayers for all the 

Souls that are detained in places of Purgato- 

ry ; ſhe may be found worthy, ſufficient, 

and able to free them all from thence. Tru- 

ly an Inclufory life, is no ſmall matter : Ir 
behoverh plainly an Incluſe,ſo ſincerely and 

purely to Jive , thar ſhe may be able to ob» 

tain all that of God , which the Univerſal 

holy Church, by the ſeven-fold'grace of the 

Holy Ghoft, doth obtain : If ſhe do other- 

Wiſe, ſhe is not a true Incluſe, She ought 

allo to lead luch a life, that if all Ecclefiafti- 


pen all prejudice her to God-ward : Buralas! 
We rae /are bings are now come to that paſs , that In- 
of 1nclu- uſes entertain Gueſts in the evening , and 
ſer. 1a the morning adminiſter to them many 
| things; 


cal Laws were taken away , it might not at 
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neither is this the duty of a true Inclaſe : for 
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things : Whith is not the Office of Incluſes, 
bur of Hoſpitallers, 


And moreover, it belongs to an Incluſe 


diligently to obſerve filence, except only up- ——_ 


ſilence. 


on reaſonable and real neceſſicy ; as alſo 
purely and earneſtly ro pray, Ir belongs 
not to her to perform the office of an Hoſpi- 
taller, and to diſcourſe with men ; but this 
rather is her duty, that ſhe perpetually per- 
iſt ſo reſolutely and immoyably in true and 
divine reſignation, that ſhe may be able, even 
with a ſenſible delight, and joyful conſent, 
alwaies to wait the ſenſible preſence of God 

and nevertheleſs perſevere faithful unto him, 


avd therewith to renounce all creatures for 
his ſake, 


But now you may hear ſome Tncluſes ſay, To whom 


That it is their duty to exerciſe themſelves 
in vertues towards their neighbours ; bur 
ſuch ought to have beraken themſelves not 
to an Incluſory, bur to an Hoſpiral rather, 
and there humbly exerciſe themſelves about 
the Members of Chriſt, which then had pro» 

rly belonged to them as their office ; for 
this they ought faichfully ro do, who live in 
Hoſpitals. 

Again, others ſay, I muſt ſerve and ſuc- 
cour my neighbours for God's ſake. But 
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if ſhe would more narrowly look into it, 
ſhe would ſurely finde, how that ſecretly it 
doth fight againſt her purpoſe, Every true 
Inlcuſe ought to lead 1o pure, ſo abſolute a 
life, ſo free and ſo abliracted from all crea- 
tures, that her merits may be able to ſuc- 
cour and help all univerſally, that are inrol- 
led under the Name of Chriſt. 

"Bur yet there are others, which ſay they 


are of ſo weak and frail a nature, thart it is » 


neceſlary for them, that they ſhould relieve 
themſelves, by diſcourſing with men, and 
by that means ſuccour their infirmity. O 
ſuch miſerable Incluſes! how wholly are 
they deceived by the counte] of the malig- 
nant one ? Take it for certain, Beloyed,who- 
ever ſeeks any thing elſe in an Incluſory,than 
for Gods fake williogly to ſuffer, ſuch a one 
doth unadviſedly betake her elf thereto. 
Now ſome may be found, who enter in- 
to an Incluſory, that in it they may be fed 
by Alms with peace and eaſe ; which Alms 
notwithſtanding they would but very un- 
willingly beg as cxiles, in a deſpicable man- 
ner openly in the fireets : but as many as 
. are after this manner, do raſhly take to 
_ themſelyes the name of Incluſes (a/ras pure 
Nuns - ) and it would be much better for 
their ſouls, that they ſhould lic as Exiles i 
cnc 
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the high-way, in ſuch a plight as might 
move the minds of all paſſengers to pity. 
Burt when ary Incluſe enters into an Inclu- 
ſory, ſhe ovghe to offer her ſelf purely, free- 
ly, nakedly, ard voluntarily to Chriſt, for to 


undergo the Crofle for all men, bearing in 
mind thoſe words, which Chriſt ſpake upon 


the Crofle, 245 God, my God, why haſt thouMay, 27. 


forſaken me ? That blefled and venerable 
Mary Magdalen, was a true Incluſe , ſeein 
ſhe of her own accord renounced all the 
comfort of creatures, Certainly, God the 
Father Almighty ſent his Son unto the 
Earth, and would have him take upon him 
bumane nature, that in it he might ſuffer ; 
and yet norwithſtanding we alwayes flie 
ſuffering. But whatever we can do, it is 
molt certain, if we will take the nearer way, 
and ſooner, and more ſubtily penetrate all 
things ; that cannot otherwiſe be done,than 
by following the moit true Example of our 
Lord and Saviour, by ſuffering at leaſt in 
ſome meaſure. 

And nevertheleſs, which here I bring for 
our comfort + Truly God the heavenly Fa- 
ther is not ſo hard and ſevere towards us, as 
he hath been towards his only Son, For 
verily, if we with cur whole (irength offer 
our ſelyes to God for to ſuffer, ſo as that 
We 
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we become willing of our own accord, and 

. freely to undergo , whatever pleaſerh him 
we hould bear, neither in the time of at- 
flition deparc from him, neither do fly from 
affliftions when they meet us : When he 
ſhall cake notice of this, he will the more 
ſpeedily, when he ſhall ſee time, take away 
from us all afflitions, and will 611 us with 
his divine and ſupernatural, pleaſant and fen- 
ible conſolation ; which truly to whomſo- 
ever it happens, namely that he experience 
in him(elt this feſtival and pleaſant Solem- 
rity, ſuch a one afterwards reliſhes no earch- 
ly feſtival. He is not made joytul like com- 
mon men at the folemnity of a Maſſe, nor 
at the feaſt of Eaſter, or of Pexticoſt, nor 


feaſt only, namely, whilſt the Omnipotent 
God cometh unto him with his ſupernatural 
and preſent Grace in Jubilee and Triumph; 
this inward feaſt ( I fay) doth fill him with 
abundant joy. And that at what time of the 
year foever ir be tranſaQed in him, at the 
ſame time all the aforeſaid Solemnities and 
Feſtivals are together celebrated and ful- 
filled, Wherefore ( dearly Beloved ) we 
ought willingly to bear whatever adyerfity 
fhall happen unto us : for whoever he be 
that doth by ſufferings attain to this ſuper- 
patural 
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natural] and pleaſant Solemnity, this man 
becomes thereby exceeding prudent, efſen- 
tial, and well compoſed, and obtaineth fo 
great a Wiſdom by the influence of the Holy 
Gholt, that he doth abundantly underftand 
what belongs to him to do, and what to 
leave undone. Then certaiply all his in him 
are made fruitful , yet he then hath nothing 
at all of himſelf : but alwayes perleyering 
in great humility, ſuppoſeth himſelf an un- 
proficable ſervant, and evermore keepeth 
himſelf in a certain filial and amorous fear; 
neicher feareth any thing elſe ,- but Jeſt he 
ſhould nor fully frisfe the beloved of his 
heart, his moſt loving Father. In this ftate, 
(that is ) when he acraineth thus far, all his 
own priyate inftitutions, and cuſtoms of his 
own will, that is, ſuch as are taken up of 
himſelf, fall off, and his converſation be- 
cometh (imply, truly Chriftian, and ere to 
heavenly things. In the mean cime, he is 
nevertheleſs unknown to all men,excepr one 
of the ſame life, who hath experienced the 
{ame grace, and tolemnity, 

God Almighty grant, that we may learn 
by aflitions to endure, and by ſufferings, 
merit to attain unto this ſupernatural, joy- 
ful and happy ſolemnity, the eternal Truth 
it ſelf, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt bringing us te 

it 
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it, who, with the Father and Holy Ghoft, 
liveth and reigneth, one God, throughout 
all Ages of Ages. Amen, 


Three certain excellent Inſtitutions, 


Hoſoever thou art who at any 

time haſt a defire to attain unto 

God, and unto the moſt excellent Rate, which 
ia this life can be obrained, ir will concern 
thee (tudiouſly to obſerve theſe three things 
Which I do add. | 
The firſt is, That in'all things thou aim 

at God,and the honour of God, and not thy 


own, bur chiefly at his will, & not thy own, | 


The ſecond is, That in all thy doings 
and turnings forth, thou ftudiouſly obſerve 
thy ſelf, and take diligent notice of thy bot- 
tomleſs nothingneſs , and attend with con- 
tinual diligence, what-ever thou be about, 
What is doing in thee , and laſtly, have an 
eye alwayes upon thy own gronnd. 


The third is, That by no means thou in- | 


rude thy ſelf into thoſe things which are not 
commirred to thee, bur ler all things alone 
1n their own ſtate and order. Let thole things 
that are good, be good, Bur the evil judge 


theu not, but rather being turned into thine” 


ground, there perſcyere, diligently and ic+ 
duloufly 
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dulouſly hearkning to the voice of thy Fa- 


149 


ther, exhorting thee that thou abide in him ' 


conſtantly, eyen to the end, 


IWhoſoever ſhall vbſerve theſe two things 
following, foal attain to great matters. 


| Ph Ler him be both inwardly and out- 
wardly in Truth, and from his very 
ground and botrom, and-not in words only, 
little and abjeR : Ler him be (I fay) in his 
whole undertianding, in his ground, and in 
his own eyes, without any diffimulation, 


wholly lictle and nothing, 


Bur, ſecondly, Ler him be endowed with 
the loye of God, nor that ſenſual, which we 
call Love, but eſſential; that is, rhat he do 
inwardly in his ground purely intend God. 
Wherefore every one onghr for this caufe to 
be naked and freed from all ſelf animad- 
verſion, underſtanding, and arpeary b be- 
cauſe God Almighty is naked aad free, fo 


4 thereby che Spirit may be fitted and prepared 


for his pure and naked efſence : for fo it is 
neceſſary that the ſoul be naked and empty, 
that ic may be capable of his ſecret milteries. 
Wherefore there is a neceſlity that every one 
endeayor to cut off all thoſe things, in Which 
he findeth any thing of Self. 4 
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OPTITLIDOLEDEDIIIOEtDE DE: 


Of the DEA THof the MASTER, 
and how after his Departure he ap- 
peared to his Friend the LAYICK, 

ruing hum an account of his ſevere 
and horrible departure out of the bo- | | 
dy 5 declaring that he endured that | 
mnftead of his Purgatory : and alſo | 
aſſuring him of that huge Joy, and | 
everlaſting Felicty, which he had ob- | 


4 tained from God by means of h1s whol- ' 
ſome Dottrane, 


Ere we muſt by no means let 
paſſe, how the oft before-men- 
:ioned Mafler, did daily make 
. proficiency ia a true, humble, 
and ſpiritual lite, and encreaſed yery much 
in yertue; Yea yerily, he was made fo pru-+ 
dent in the grace of God, that whateyer was 
to be done in that City or Country where 
he dwelt, whether ir had been Spiritual of 
Secular, all much defired ro make uſe of his 
Counſel and Wiſdom, becauſe he was ac- 
ceptable to them, and they had confidence 
ap in 
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in him, and puttruſt in him, and did obey 


his counſels, He made allo yery many Ser- 
mons, as well to Secular as Spiritual men, 
after the form of thoſe which we  haye al- 
ready above recited. And when he had 
laudably finiſhed nine years in this ſo profi- 
table and fruirful lite, and ( as it is faid) was 
acceptable and dear unto all in all chat Coun- 
try and Town. Thele nine years being fi- 


niſhed, it pleated the moſt high God to re- 
ceive unto himſclt this his Seryant and be- 


loved Friend, and no longer to leave him in - 


this exile. And becauſe ke had decreed ro 
tranſlate him to the celeſtial Manſions with- 
our Purgatory, he ſuffered him to fall into 
orieyous and laſting pain and ſickneſs of bo« 
dy, ſo that he lay tor ewenty weeks fick of 
a Palfie, and ſuffered very ſharp torments. ' 

When twenty weeks were now expired, 
he by Divine Grace underſtood not obicure- 
ly, that within a few dayes he ſhould de- 
part this world, and that God would put an 
end to his torments. 

Knowing this, he deſired his ſervants that 
they would take care to bring his Layick 
unto him, and that they ſhould acquaint him 
With his approach and departure, and that 
he had no imall defire ro haye him pou 
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with him when he died. Without delay, 
when the Layick knew hereof, obeying the 
Maſter, he came co him ſpeedily ; and being 
very familiarly received, he enquired how it 
was With him? To whom the Maſter an- 
iwered , Truly I think that that day is not 
very far off, wherein the Lord will take me 
our of this world, Wherefore you may know 
that it will be yery acceptable ro me, and 
no lefſe comfortable, if you will yonchlafe 
your preſence with me when I die. But,faich 
he, 1 would entreat you, that you will take 
thoſe Paper Books, in which you ſhall find 
diligently written all whatever hath for a 
long time been ſpoken or tranſaRted berween 
us: There is alſo ſomething of my Life, 
ſome things which God vouchfafed to work 
by me, his miſerable and unworthy Servant, 
Ard, it you ſhall fee fir, and the Lord 
erant lcaye, compile them all into one little 
Book. 

To theſe things the Layick gave this An- 
ſwer: Behold, Sir, I have by me five of 
your Sermons, Which I writ from your 
mouth : it cherefore you think fir, I will put 
them in among your other Writings, that of 
them all one little Volumn may þe put ferth 
under your Name. E:-+# 
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To whom the Maſter anſwered ; I en- 
treat and beſeech you ( dear ſon ) With as 
much loye as I am able, That you put not 
out any thing for my fake, nor under my 
name, Neither indeed are they mine, nei- 
jt ther would I they ſhould be known either 
in my life, or after my death. | Bur they are 
all Gods, who vouchſated to do them by 
me, a miſerable wretch, But yer if you do 
think that it may be profitable ro my neigh- 
bours,and make for their edification, to pub- 
liſh thoſe things, I am nor agaiaſt ir, but 
that they may be ſer forth, only with this 
caution, that you mention not me , or my 
name- But you may write after this man- 
ner, ( to wit ) The Matter ſaid, or did 
this or that, alwayes concealing my name, 
Bur be careful of this, that when you have 
compiled this Book, you deliyer ir to no bo- 
dy in this City to read, leſt peradyenture 
they ſhould apprehend it to be mine : bur 
rather carry it away with you - into yout 
Country. 

Finally, the Maſter had many other good 
diſcourſes with his Layick for eleven dayes 
together, even to the hour wherein he gave 
up the oholt, 


When that hour was come, he faid thus 
| | L 2 3 
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to he TLayick : I would fain (dear ſon) haye 
on your part your conient, That if ic ſhall 
pleaſe God, I may return unto you in ſpirit 
afrer my Death, To whom the Layick 
anſwered, If it ſhall ( ſaid he) ſeem good 
unto God, 1 ſhall hke it well that his will 
may be done in this matter. 

Moreover, when the Maſter was even at 
the poiat of death, falling into an Agony, he 
expreſſed fuch horrible and fearful geſtures, 
that his Brethren, and as many as were pre- 
ſent, from the tight of thoſe geſtures, fell in- 
tono ſmall fear, aftright and forrow. And 
ſo at laſt he ended his laſt hour, as much as 
can be gathered from external ſigns, with 
orcat horror, And When he was now dead, 
almoſt all the Ciry were moved, becauſe he 
was exceeding dear to them all univerſally. 

Furthermore, when as ſome of that place 
had taken notice how familiarly the ( oft- 
mentioned ) Layick tuck to him to the laſt, 
they went about to honour him, and invite 
him to their fealts. ' Pur when he perceived 
this, he preſently fled from the City into his 
own Country. Being onward upon his jour 
ney, and trayciling now upon the third day, 
abour Sun-fert he come to a certain Village ; 
And becauſe he could not farther travel by 

reaſon 
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reaſon it began to be dark, neither could find 
In that Village any publick Inn, he requeſted 
a certain honelt man, whom by chance he 
met 1a the way,to lodge him and his ſervant, 
and bid him take of him what he pleaſed. 
To whom the man anſwered, that he was 
ready with a willing mind to do what he 
deſired, if he would accept of ſuch enter- 
tainment as he could make him : and ac- 
cordingly took them in to lodge them : he 
lodged the Layick after the belt faſhion he 
could, but brought his ſervant into a barn 
upon [iraw, After they were Jayen down, 
the Layick being awake in the night, heard 
a kind*of {lender yoice near him, yet could 
ſee nothing : thereby he began to be a liccle 
aftrigh:ied, Then the voice ſpeak to him 
thus : Fear net, dear ſon, for I am the 
Halter, 

When the Layick heard this, he faid : I 
would very willingly know of you, Sir, if at 
lealt it be the will of the Lord, how it is with 
you, and what was the cauſe, that, as far as 
we could perccive, you fiaiſhed your lite ſo 
herribly and fearfully ? Verily ſome of your 
Brethren began, as ic were, to doubt of you z 
and truly I tear leſt your ſevere end hath of 
fended tome of them, 
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To which the voice of the Maſter anſwer- 
ed thus: / will even now open thoſe things 
z0 you. Be certain it was ſo decreed of God, 
that my ſoul aſſnon as it was gone ont of my 
body, ſhould be received by the holy Angels, 
and by them be defended from the Devils, 
that they ſhould bring me no further trouble, 
mor that I ſhould any more ſee them, nor 
have any thing more to do with them after- 
wards, And therefore it behoved me to ſhud 
"p my life with ſo fearful an end, and to un- 

ergo it inſtead of Purgatory, And in truth 
the malignant ſpirits did bind me faſt with 
ſo great perplexities, and didaſſault me with 
ſuch (ubtile and crafty falacies and deceits, 
that I thought I ſhould have utterly deſpair- 
ed.: And if my voice had not been taken 
away,l had ſent forth ſuch cryes,that it had 
been wonderfull to have ſeen my calamity ; 
hence might my Agonyywhich my Brethren 
did diſcern, have been taken notice of. But 
God Almighty rendered me a plentiful re- 
Ward for that pain and torment: for, aa 
ſoon as my ſoul was goxe out of my body, it 
was received by the bob Angels,who brought 


it into Paradiſe,telling me that there I muſt 
wait five dayes without fear or care ; nei- 


ther fear that the Devil ſhould henceforth 


do 
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do me any miſchief ; and finally, that I 
ſhould undergo no more labour : only I ſhould 
want for thoſe five dayes the glorious ſociety 
of the heavenly Inhabitants , which being 
performed, I ſhould be wholly clean,and that |, | 
then they would return with joy, and bring 
me withgy eat exaltation into ineſtimable, ne« 
ver to be ended Joyes. CMore than thes 
(dear ſon) enquire nothing of me, for 1 have 
now told you what-ever I can tel you ; nei- 
ther have I any licence to adde any thin 
further , But I beſeech my God that he 
would bleſſe you, and that he would be jour 
eternal rewarder in everlasting jojes, for 
that faithful Inſtruftion and wholſom C oun+ 
ſel you gave me, 

Then the Layick ſaid, I beſcech you my 
honored Maſter, when you ſhall come unto 
God, earneſtly 1ntercede with him for me, 
Afﬀeer that, whatever the Laick did either ask 
or ſpeak, it was 1n vain, neither eould ne get 
ſo much as one an{wer more from him. 
Which when he perceived, he endeavoured 
as much as he could to take a little reſt, but 
In yain, for he could nor ſleep one wink ; 
| and fo lay awake, impatiencly expeCting 
day. Day breaking, he took his Pen and 
diligently wrote to the Prior and Brethren of 
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"Metead Maſter, - how: he had appeared The 
him, and all his words he' had{poke ro 
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The eternal Truth , our Lord Jx+ % q. 
CHRIST, grant to us, that we may cobforms 
our {elves to his lovely and dileQable Image, ; 
and follow ic,to our utmoſt poWgey to hisy 
praiſe and glory. Amin, ” 
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To God Almighty GS 


